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TO THE READER

I pusLisu these essays at the present time for a par-
ticular reason connected with the present situation ;
a reason which I should like briefly to emphasise and
make clear.

Though most of the conclusions, especially towards
the end, are conceived with reference to recent events,
the actnal bulk of preliminary notes about the science
of Tugenics were written beforc the war. It was a
time when this theme was the topic of the hour ; when
eugenic babies (mot visibly very distinguishable from
other babies) sprawled all over the illustrated papers;
when the evolutionary fancy of Nictzsche was the new
cry among the intellectuals ; and when Mr, Bernard
Shaw and others were considering the idea that to
breed 2 man like a cart-horse was the true way to
attain that higher civilisation, of intellectnal mag-
nanimity and sympathetic insight, which may be
found in cart-horses. It may therefore appear that 1
took the opinion too controversially, and it seems to
me that I sometimes took it too seriously, But the
criticism of Eugenics soon expanded of itself into a
more general criticism of a modern craze for scientific
officialism and strict social organisation.

And then the hour came when I felt, pot without



To the Reader

relief, that I might well fling all my notes into the fire.
The fire was a very big one, and was burning up bigger
things than such pedantic quackeries. And, anyhow,
the issue itself was being settled in a very different
style, Scientific officialism and organisation in the
State which had specialised in them, had gone to war
with the older culture of Christendom. Either Prus-
sianism would win and the protest would be hopeless,
or Prussianism would lose and the protest would be
needless. As the war advanced from poison gas to
piracy against neutrals, it grew more and more plain
that the scientifically organised State was not in-
creasing in popularity, Whatever happened, no Eng-
hshmen would ever again go nosing round the stinks
of that low laboratory. So I theught all I had written
urelevant, and put it out of my mind.

I am greatly grieved to say that it is not irrelevant.
It has gradually grown apparemnt, to my astounded
paze, that the ruling classes in England are still pro-
ceeding on the assymption that Prussia is a pattern
for the whole world. If parts of my book are nearly
nine years old, most of their principles and proceedings
area great deal older. They can offer us nothing but the
same stuffy science, the same bullying bureancracy
and the same terrorism by tenth-rate professors that
have led the German Empire to its recent conspicuous
triumph. Tor that reason, three years after the war
with Prussia, I collect and publish these papers.

G. K. C
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Part 1
THE FALSE THEORY
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