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PREFACE.

It was not until the author of thess pages had
some Jittle connection with the management of =
Babbath Bchool, that he beeame convinced of the
expediency, if not of the necesity, for ths Univer-
selist denominstion to possess a Bible Dictionary
adspted to their vaderstanding of the doctrines
taught in the Seriptures. Dictionaries, conform-
ing to the faith of others, seemed oot to be want-
ing: but wers ohjectionable, on account of the
erroneous definitions which they give to some of
the most important words in the sscred text. And
wherever such books are gsed, especially among
the youth in our Sabbath Schools, they tend to
exert a counteracting influence to the more correct
views gimed to be instilled into their tepder and
susceptible minds, by the untiring assiduity of their
tenchers.

In order tov promote & healthy development of
the corporesl powers, we study to procure the
most gemial and nourishing aliment; and why
should we be less careful to provide the most
agreeable and nutritive sustenance for the mind ¥
As we would eschew every noxious article in
catering for the wants of the ounier man, so we
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should be as cautious in our selection to answer
the cravinges of the intellectual spirit within.

Many scriptural words are nsed among men to
convey very different ideas from those communi-
cated in the same words by the authors themse]ves ;
and therefore if, by any means, the true merning
of such words ¢an be given, the truths of the Bible
will sooner be made known, and its urmg:hnnw
ledge be greatly incrensed.

With these impressions, we have labored to
fmtroduce the present volome before the public;
and it is hoped that each one will candidly eoms

pare its contents with what 1s recorded in the
Bmptulﬂnl'msﬁ and jodge righteous judgment.

We have been indebted to various sources for
materials, and, in many instances, have given
copious extracts; but reference, in most Cases,
ssemed unnecessary. Our object has been to ex-
hibit truth, and where we found it expressed in
plein and forcible language, we adopted that Jan-
guage, in preference to any mttempt at improve.
ment. '

If this work shall be made to subserve the canse
of true religion, by contributing to a just concep-
tion of the character of our heavenly Parent, and
of hia dealings toward his intelligent offspring, the
desires of the author will be fully realized.

Waliham, April, 1841.
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% The first man is of the
earth, earthy; the second
man s tha from hea-
ven,” 49:; ¥ Ay we have

.| borne the image of the



