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FREEFACE.
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In preparing the following Memoir of my father, it
has been no way an object with me to raise a monument
to his bonour ; my preat design bas been to produce a
life which may be nsefal to the world. The applause of
man—the breath of & worm that shall die—he never
much cared for while livioz, and, | feel persuaded, that
he now cares less for it than ever, unless it may be az a
means of promoting the usefulness of his published
works, by which © Lo being dead, yot speaketh.”

A eonsiderable portion of the volume hes already
passed throngh fise editions, under the title of Sereer
BRemains, which were originally edited by my elder
brothers, the Iev. Jobo Hrown of Whitburn, and the
Itev. Ebenezer Brown of Inverkeithing, about two years
after my fathor's death ; and it is owly proper that L
should here state in what respects thia differs from the
formor editions of the work, g0 as to warrant the change
which I have made in the title. The short account
which my father left of his life iz here printed entire
from a MS3. which bears every mark of being a truat-
worthy eopy of the original, on which, as formerly

(3)



4 FREFACE. o

printed, some alterations had been made and some pas-
sapes omitted, chiefly, T suppose, with the view of not
giving offence in some quarters, but which 1 see mo
reason for now withholding., His © Dying Adviece to his
Congregation,'” and the © Narcative of his Dyiogy Words,"
&o., which were originally separated from the Memoir,
are now made to form part of it; but besides these, 1
have made considerable and not unimportant additions
to it.

While the Memoir 18 thua preatly enlarged, and now
forms the chief part of the volume, the other portions
of the 8rnmor Rrvmatwe afe ¢onaiderably diminished.
¥ have omiited two or three of the Tetters, end several
of the Tracts or Meditations which originally formed
part of the work, and a still larper portion of the matter
introdneed into the later editions. Ta doing thia, I am
saiisfied I have not diminished, but inerensed the value
of the work. Tt is oot everythiog that a pood man has
writtcn which ia worthy of being published ; and arti-
cles of small value, even though printed, it is better to
allow to pass into oblivion than to repeat them in avery
successive odition of & book. On the whols, T trust
this will be found & wscfal work, not only to private
Christiang, but in a speeial manner to Ministers of the

Croapel.

WILLIAM BROWN.
Dunpmeoaros, Apeil 21, 1856,
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