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INTRODUCTION

Bra¥p wan written in the summer of 18G5, i
Arccin, near Rome, Fifteen months before, Thsen
had lalt Christiania, o voluntary exils, eager to eseape
from the narrow Beandimavizn world, and burning
with the sense of natiomul diggprace Denmark wos
in the throes of the heroie bot hopeless strugels to
which her northern kinamen had sent only a handful
of volunteers, Mo had travelled souwthward, alluost
within hearing of the Prussian guns ; and smong the
passengers oo the steamer was that venerable silver.
Lsired mother who, as his sircastio verses tell,
believed so firmly in the safely of her soldier.zon, and
with such good grownd, “ for he wos & Norwegion
soldier." 2  On arriving at Rome he turned resolotely
away from these rankling momaories, hroks all the
bonds that tied him to his counbey, plunged into the
gtndy of the apeicnt world, and made preparation for

1 For a more detailed discussion of Srand the repder may Le
referred to the Tnircduction prefived ta the original edition ol
the present translation {London, 1Boql,

* “The poem L roens prand. 1is transiated by Mr. Wicksteed,
Lect, poza. Thizadmirable hitle volume is indispensable to the
English siudent of ibsen's poetry.
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that eolossal drama on the Emperor Julian which
eight years later saw the light.

But the genins of the North held him in too
strong a grip. * Never bhave I seen the Home
and ils life so fully, so clearly, 30 near by, he
told the Christiania stodents in 1873, “as precisely
from & digtanes and in abssoce™ Under the
Ttalian sky, among the myriles and aloss of the
“Paradiza of exiler” thers rose bofore him more
vividly than ever the wizion of ile eicrn and
rugged Norwegian landscape; the soleron twilight of
the fiord, the storm-swept glicier, e peasant-folx
nbzorbed in the desperste straggle for bread, official-
dom shzorbed in  malerial progress, “intelligence "
growing refined, ' humane,” and somewhat efflemingte ;
and, emerging hers and there, plimpses somewhat
futile and forlorn of hereie manhood. A sommer
tour whick he had made among the western fjords in
July 1862, on a commission from Government to
eollect popolar legends, supplied a crowd of vivid local
und persenal reminiseences; a roined personangs
wnder o precipice, a little mouoldering chuorch, a wild
march across Jotunheim in storm and =now, and then
the dizzy plunge down inte one of those deap lowland
valleys that strike up like huge rocky rifts from the
fjord-head into the heart of the mountains. A few
monihs of intense labowr snflicsd to -D.rga.ni&u thess
scattered images into a mn\rillg world of dl‘uuﬂ.,
penetrated through and  throogh  with Theen's
individuality, and clothed in rich and meny-celoured
poetry. He had as yet written nothing at onee so
original, so kindling, and so profusely sirewn with
the most provocative brilliances of style; nothing

+ Bpesch 1o the students, 'prinl.e'd In full in Halvorsen, &arik
Forfaiter-fexibon, at* ILen



