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FOREWORD

FrEDERICE GoODVEAR was born on the 5th March 1887 at Fallow
Corner, Nortly Finehley, then almost a eountry distriet, sar-
ronnded by open ficlds and woodlands which had ot vet been
swept away by the advaneing fringe of the metropolis.  He came
of middle-elass stock.  His father was the proprictor of a suffi-
ciently prosperous coal business 3 but he has never allowed busi-
ness to monopolise his attention, and for wany years he has
taken ap aetive part in the publie Tife of the distriet and the
county. In polities a Liberal of the Gladstonian school, he
combines a ripe and kindly judgment with a shrewd independ-
cnee of mind, all oo rare in present times.  Many traits in
Frederiek’s charaeter were obviously derived from s father:
a mother's influenec is less easily defined,  Frederiek’s mother
was of Celtic extraction, and from her he probably drew the vein
of imagination which eoloured and inspired the keon intellectial
gifts hie inherited from his father.  There grow up with him an
elder sister, to whom many of Lis most intimate letters were ad-
dressed. and a younger brather Geoffrev, who scrved first in the
Yeomanry, and later, with o comunission, in the AMachine Gun
Corps, and who has gone through the whole war unseathed.

In the atmospliere af such a home Frederick passed a happy
and healthy bovhood,  Till the age of fiftcen, he was edueited
privately. first by Miss Shoulis of Fineldey and later at Christ’s
College, Finehley. He was at that time a sturdily built and
powerful hov, with a tendeney to voluble aroument {(stimulated,
perhaps, by the Wesfaminster fazefte, of whieh he was, even at that
age,ateonstant reader’); but equally prone to relapse into abirpd
and impenetrable silences.  His physieal features were literally
dominated by an exuberant growth of tlock, curly, dark-brown
hair, in whose muatted thateh he onee boasted that a fair-sized
pebble had been found sceurely todged. He was already an
omnivorous and nnprineipled reader of books @ but he was quite
as fond of long, and usually selitary, rambles in the country,
and of the ericket fleld, where he soon showod more than average
proficiency. During this period he made o lasting friendship
with ome of lis masters, Mr. HUT. Evans (now Capt. Evans. MLD.),
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vi FREDERICK GOODYEAR

at whose home in Wales he spent several delightful holidays,
He was also greatly influcnecd by Lis unele, Mr. AW, Browne,

In 1902 Le passed on to University College School, where he
remiained 11 1903, His School record is summed up in the
*Valete ' notice in the Gewer (September 1003) :-

*F. Goodvenr. Boom A Scrgesnt of Monitors—=Fist Eleven
Colonrs 1904-53. Average Bat 1004, Member of Games Club Com-
mittee,  Sergennt of Coadel Corps,  Member of Scientifie Society
and Chess Club,  Librarian of Reading-Room,  Asst, Secrctoary
Dobiating Sveicty,  Case Prizeman (bracketed), 1004-5, Carpenler
Prizeman (broeketed), 1008, Colomel Young Prizeman, 1905, Lewis
Prizeman {Latin Prosc), 1004-5.  Senjur Reading Prize, 1004-5,
Scholar of Brasenose Cofboge, Ondond.”

His Housemastor (for though Uwaversity College 1s a day school,
the boys are grouped into Houses), Mr. Ao W, Tressler, under
whom he subsequently seeved at Chavterhouse, has added a fow
personal potes to this summary.  * From the first,” he writes,
* his striling appearance and inetsive manner arrested attention.
His ipterests were literary and artistie, rather Lhan academie,
and Tor schoolimasters bent on producing selolars at Oxtord or
Cambridge, e was nol o very easy subjeel to handle,  Essenti-
ally o celeetie, he found it diflicult to eoncentrate on subjects
that bored hine . . . T remember his onee telling me that 1
could make Lim do most things, aned T aceepted it as a compli-
ment. bevause Frederick Goodyear was not o boy who readily
followed the crowd,  He wis not easy te influenee, but yvou
were never i donbt abont lus sttitude, and, where others besides
himsel! were concerued, I never knew him to turn back from the
plough to which he bad put Lis hand. o . . No Housemaster
could have had o more eapable and loyal Housc-captain.’

In March 19035, Fredeviek was elected to the Senior Classieal
Seholarship at Brasenose, wud e went into residence the follow-
mg autuwmn.  The five vears he spent at Oxford were, perhaps,
the happicst in g life, The atmosplere of the University,
offering, as it did, unboited opportunity for the pursuit of every
literary and intelleetual interest, appealed most strongly to his
discursive patwre,  He made mwany friends, botl amonge lis
fellow-undergraduates and among the senior members of the
College, being particularly attached to Mr. H. F. Fox. Owing
to his preference for the byways ol hterature, he did not obtain
the full degree of scademiv distinetion which his abilities un-
doubtedly merited, but he probably regarded the invitation
from the College to write the *Ale Verses'? as a worthier in-
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FOREWORD vii

centive for his talents than all the invitations fo the Examina-
tion Hall.  He could never be persuaded that his reading should
he directed into the narrow channels preseribed by the Examin-
ing Body, and throughont his time he browsed at large on whai-
ever aspeet of literature, art, or philosophy plensed his faney.
Thus he was, as Mr. Fox writes. ' the despair of Lis Ltutors’
hearts: (getting worse as he went on); bul lis nneonventional
course of study undeobtedly developed lus mental powers
amazingly, and made him o most stimulabing and delightful
eompanion,’

At the same time, the shyness, which had always been o teait
in his character, beeame great!y intensified at Oxford.  The babit
of self-analysis, whieh is naturally prevalent in academic cieeles,
grew upon him, till he scemed to look at bimecll as i it were no
coneern of his ; to regard himself as somebody clse for whom he
was nob actually responsible, indeed. as some one whose aberra-
tions were a fit and proper subject for his own enterlaimucnt.
And this abstraction of mind did not—as it somelinws docs—
result in o strengthening of his will : on the contrary, il com-
bined with his natural madesty to induee In b an atbitnde of
self-disparagement, which, though it possibly began as a con-
venient excuse for lis eelectivism, o the end became aosettlod
and serious sell~deecption.  The academic influcnee of Oxford,
in fact, disheartened him, as it has many of her sons—velining
his eritieal faculties, but atrophving his powers of aetion.

It was therefore in a somewhat onsettled mood that Fred-
crick left Oxford after getling—to the disappointment of
everybody bt himself—a Second Class in his Final Schiools,
Cast adreift from bhe moorings Lo which he had beeome adtached.
{or the next fow yvears he drifted rather than took up any definils
carcer,  So far as he had a profession, he was o journalist, re-
porting Cricket for The Ficld (through the introduction of Mr.
AL W, Browne, who was then Sports sub-ceditor), and contribut-
ing cssays, reviews, and oeeasional verses Lo varicus niagazines
and periodicals, mainly to Bhghm,  In 1010 he visited Finland
tor The Field, and an account of his experiences there will be
found nmong these letiers.t  And in 1913 he wont Lo Paris with
Me. J. Middleton Mury, snd stayed there for some mantls,
during which he was oeeupied wilh a long autobiographical
novel. Both episodes he enjoved, but neither seems Lo have
left any marked effeet on his teroperament or character.

Early 1 1914 he forsook journalismn to take up a post as
lemporary Assistant Master at Charterhouse @ but the conven-
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viii FREDERICK GOODYEAR

tional atmosphere of a public school and the necessary routine
of the educational machine was hardly ecapable of captivating
him permanently.  Omn leaving Charterhouse, lie made arrange-
ments Lo wrile o series of hooks on British Sports ;3 but no sooner
hael be entered inte Lhe proposal sufliciently to realise what it
meant. than he aceepted n post as Assistant Manager of the
Oxford University Press at Bombay (April 1904), chicfly, as
he explained, to get himsclf ont of the eontract,

The visit to Indin—and particularly an expedition whieh he
made to Marmagao '—gave him a new and stimulating environ-
ment.  But he was not long enaugh there ta beeome acelimatised,
wnd he suffered a pood deal with his eyes during the hot weather,
His shyness, too, handieapped him in Anglo-Tndian society ; and
his letters suggest that Lie wis move intercsted in the India of the
Indizns than in the super-imposed British éivilisation in whieh
he bad to move.  However, within a few months of his arrival,
the European War braoke out, and after remaning at Bombay
Lill the manager, whose place he was filliner, had returned, he
threw up his post and sailed for home in January 19135,

On his armval, be went straight to the headqguarters of the
Artists” Rifles and enlisted, procceding to France in May., His
temperament was not natorally attuned to military discipline,
and before long Lie had some mminor passage with his Sergeant-
Blajor, which he has deseribed, with his usual humour, in the
' Loval and IHeroie Ballwl of the Bloody Wars in France" *
Although 1t was an episode sueh as must have happened time
and again in the training of our clvilian armies, it led to some
diffienlty in getting o commission,  Accordingly, he put in lor
a post as observer in the Moteorslogieal department, and, despite
a change of tone on the part of the regimental authorities, he
adhered to his application and sceured a transfer, with the rank
of corporal, te the Roval Engineers in September 1915, For
the next year he led a vegetative existenee belind the lines,
studying the flora and faunn of Franee and Flanders as much
as, or more than, the atmospherie conditions, on which his
military duoties were concentrated.  In the summer of 1016,
however, he had an instinet, as he says, that one of his migratory
periods was eoming on; and he was sent back to England Lo
go through the Cadet course at Newmarket, obtaining a eom-
tnission in the Essex Wegment in February 1017,

During this bis fast stay in Enpland, he seemed Lo be more
himsell than he hald been sinee leaving Oxford ¢ the hesitation
and Inck of ennfidence that had overclowded the past few years
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