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Turs book has heen prepared with the object of
presenting in compact form s great number of devices
for bringing freshness and life into the school-room.

Tnless great vigilance is exercized, monotony creeps
in, and becomes the depressing accompeaniment of
school work. No worker nesds more of invention
than the teacher, yat no other worker has an anvi-
ronment that iz so hoetile to ita development. The
teacher is reacking down continually to minds below
him, Day after day epeat under these conditions

. clogs invention,

In recognition of this fhet, the great body of progres-
give teachers seek t0 talke advantage of the besé
experience of others, adapting t¢ their cwn needs
whatever may be deemed suited thersto. In confir-
mation of this, we point to the great number who are
subscribers to school pericdicals for the express pur-
pose of obiaining new suggestions which they may
apply in their own achool-rooms.  But a school journal
must cover the whole rangs of educational work, and,
therefore, tha space devoted to devices must of neces-
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gity be limited. This book eims to supplement the
work of the papers by placing in convenient form, for
eonstant use at the teacher's desk, the result of much
experience in malking the work of the school-room
effective and attractive.

Whils the devics is of ondonbied advantage in echool
work, it is Important to consider {ts rslative positicn
a5 8 factor in education, Bome teachers, in their
efforta to secure attention and make their work at-
tractive, have unfortunately lost sight of {he proper
balance that should be maintaimed between that which
iz novel and the fundamental prineiples which under
lie all teaching; and have come to believe, erroneously,
that good feaching requires one to be continually esck- -
ing for new and siriking ways in which to present
ideas, substituting brillianey and veriety for the pains-
taking drili which tha majority of teachers find essen-
tial to miccese in their work. A device should be used
ad a condiment f0 add spice to the constant iteration
and reiteration of firsf principles.

In addition, howsver, to that which is to be regarded
as partaking purely of the character of a device, there
will befound in the book a great number of ways and
syuggestions which will be of especial advantage to
those who are just entering upon the work of teaching,
These, having had no provious experionce, must rely
1o & great extent on that of others. "While the idea of
toaching by any given forroula is not {0 ba advocated,
Fab it is believed that in & multitude of suggestions
for accomplishing a given result, the teacher can
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select that which peems beet suited to his own
neads,

We have ingerfed a large number of deviees upon
many topics, not with the idea that they shonld all be
used in any particular case, but to afford a wide range
for selection.

Whila the greater part of the beok ia fresh and
original, having been gathered from our own experi-
ence and from the axperience of many other teachers
whose work has fallen under our obeervation, we take
pleasure in giving credit to the numerous sohool peri-
odicale of the country from whose poges we have
drawn devices which seemed worthy of permanent
preservation. In most instences, whalever has been
selacted has been recast to adapt it more fully to our
use.

Yorzmma, N. Y., May, 1888,
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