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PREFACE

Ere | bid my work God-speed, it is my duty and
privilege to thank those who have personally helped
me. The Hon, Secretary of the Society, Miss
Eleanor Hull, made wvaluable suggestions and criti-
cists on my MS, translation o ils imitial  stage.
Throughout she abounded in help such as was to
me particularly valuable. My rendering when in
proof was subjected to ferther enticism hy  Miss
5. Shaw Kissock, Edinburgl, whose bnaginative
insight readily re-lived the old incidents onee more,
To her acnmen, independent thought, and wmesthetic
judgment, 1 owe still ferther insight, even inte the
original. 5he made the work, in a peculiar sense
her own. To these ladies [ owe much,

To the President, Mr. Douglas Hyde, LL.D., 1
am indebted in an especial way for his kindness in

¥

connection with this undertaking. To Professor
Mackinnon, Edinburgh University, who with great
courtesy and care read my M3, rendering, 1 tender
thanks for very able and kelpful enticism and dis-
cussion, us well as for the genergus loan of several
books. To the veteran stucdent of Celtic Myth and
Saga, Mr., Alired Nutt, I am wnder great obligation
for his valuable exposition of the principles which
i such a work as this it would be well for one to

w
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have in view. For all the guidance and kindness
of Principal Rhys, LL.D., Jesus Professor of Celtic,
who read this tale with me at Oxford, [ am nost
grateful.  As a native Highlander this had for me
an enlirely unigue value,  How often has he not
pointed out to me words in Cymrc cognate with
those in thiz tale, thus helpmg to clucidate the text !
In showing its relation also to the circwnstances of
a far past, he opened up to me many interesting
vistas.

The care and intelligence of the house of Messrs,
Ballantyne, Hanzon & Co. in the printing have been
of very essential assistance. The authorities for all
verifications, isolated or otherwise, are cited throogh-
oul.  Aud it will readily be believed that ere essaying
an underfaking like this, | learned to value very highly
the work of all fellow-lahourers,

May this tale, now as n whole aceessible o the
English reader for the first time, prove itself a feast

as of vore.
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