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PREFACE.

Tag rich man needs no such work as this. TTis
ample purse will enable him to purchase land where-
ever his faney may lead, paying for other men’s im-
provements, and lavichly expending his means on
new ones. He has his idols in common with the
poor man,  The first thought of the former is to im-
prove and embellish ; that of the latter is simply to
BCTITE. '

The now weslthy man was at one time actusted
by a gimilar impulse, ITenceforth his ambition is
to spend.  As the poor are always with us, there is
a constantly existing crowd whose aspirations are
identical with those whieh le once entertained.
Many of them arc equally deserving with their
snceessful predecessors.  Many of them have no
thonght of achicving fortune by commerce, trade,
or manufactures, or the national vice of oflice-seek-
ing, Their attention is directed exclusively to agri-
culture, und the acquisition of land. They have
either been bronght up as farmers, or a passion has
been born with them to become sneh, or disappoint-
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ment elsewhere hae turned their thoughts in the
same direction.

Tn all these cases, they are aiming for a common
goal—the seenring of & furm, DMnultitudes suceced
in their object, while other multitudes fail—some
from immorance, some from incurable incapacity,
others from misdivection. The man who digs for
zold at random will invariably beeome poor, while
he to whom the precise gpot has been pointed out
wherein the precious deposit lies concealed, will,
with a fraction of the same industry, become rich.
To he suecessful in any thing, effort must be directed
by intelligenee. Fortunes may be stumbled on oc-
ensionally, but stumbling will be fouud to be a very
precarions dependence,

2o far as misdirection may be a cange of failure,
it can to some extent be avoided. My objeet is to
show how such result may be prevented, by suggest-
ing practical methods for insuring sneces—some
original, some derived from the ripe experience of
others. I write with no reference to mere lund
speenlation, euch as induces men to purchase to-day
for the sole objeut of selling at a higher price to-
morrow, the new buyer selling a week later to a
still newer one, while neither has, in the interval,
expended a dollar in improvements, 1 treat almost
exclusively of gradual increase of value, and only in-
cidentally of sudden enhancement. Incidents of



PREFACE, b

the latter do oceur without the ewner's having ever
contemplated them, While not to be disregarded
a5 incidentals, they are not adopted as primaries.

My effort has been to group together in the fol-
lowing pages some of the many remarkable openings
for agricultnral enterprise which exist in our country,
Wherever we turn they are to be found. The great
West has long abounded with them, and the South
will goon be equally prolifie. The Middle States,
New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland, contain thou-
gands of these openings, where cheap lands within
reach of cash muarkets have long been wailing for
purchasers. But they have remuined eomparatively
nnknown to the sgricultaral public. The owners
have mot prized them as they deserved to be, and
the speculators have overlooked them. The great
West has carried off the honors as well as the popu-
Lution.

It iz believed thal an acceptable service will he
rendered to inquirers, by bringing together, in a
single compact view, a deseription of these several
classes of openings. By thus having them in a
hand-book, they can be readily and conveniently ex-
amined. Each inquirer can read and determine for
himself. The variety may be pronounced confusing,
No other eountry offers a tithe of the inducements
that are held out to ull classes in this. Wherever a
man may incline to settle, there some eligible open-
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ing will be found to exist, no matter whether he con-
templates engaging in agriculture or not. In en-
deavoring to show all how to get a farm, it was
important to inform them where it might be had.
Om both points they will here find abundant in-
formation ;—the action must be taken by them-
selves.

An effort has been made to draw attention Lo
the great but unapprecisted value of the numerons
tracts of gwamp-lands which are to be found among
the cemtres of population in all the older Btates,
The subject might have been further elaborated by
siggesling the application of organized capital to
this enterprise on a large seale, It has been thus
organized and applied in Europe; bat our country
is probably too young, and land loo abundant, for
an extensive undertaking of that character to be en-
tertained. :

Partivulur reference has been made to the vast
quantities of cheap lands for gale in the three States
of New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland, The in-
formation tonching these lands and their produe
tions, has been derived, in some Instances, fom eor-
regponidents on the spot.  In others, as in Delaware
and New Jersey, my account is mainly from per-
gonal inspection. I eould reach themn t:uuvﬂlieﬁ.ﬂl}',
and had the fullest opportunity for making a very
thorough examination. T eonversed with many per-
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sons who had gettled there from other States, saw
their improvements, as well as their crops, and re-
eeived eandid replies to all inqguiries as to how they
liked their new loeations, and how they were suc-
ceeding. The facts thus sequired are reported with-
out suppression or exaggeration.

I have travelled over most of the Minois Central
Railroad, and seen the astonishing improvements to
which that great enterprise has given birth. Euro-
peans, in eommon with Americans, are familiar with
the wonderfully liberal terms on which the Com-
pany are oifering their fertile Tands to actnal settlers,
They have made thounsands of industrions families
the possessors of noble homes, and will enable other
thonsands to become equally independent. 1 have
given a connected history of the Company’s lands,
with some items of information heretofore unpub-
lished, which will be usefol both to foreign and
domestic readers,

It is known that foreipmers are now secking this
country _in larger numbers than for several years
past. This coming stream of immigration promizes
to expand into greater volome than cver, Bulti-
tudes of these are ignorant of omr true condition,
and need correct information. The majority are in
search of land.  BEven our own citizens are deplora-
bly ignorant of where to find the most eligible, and
how to seeure it, The facts contained in these
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pages have been collated with especial reference to
the wants of both these classes of inguirers.

Bome pages, not mentioned as quotations from
other writers, may be recognized by the reader as
having already appeared in the columms of different
newspapers.  All such were written by myself.
Where the labors of others in the same field of
inguiry have been msed; the proper acknowledg-
ment has been made,



