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GIBBON,

THE COURAGE OF ALBOIN.

Wairg Alboln served under his father's standard,
L cncountered in bastle, and iransplesced with his
Lange, the rival prince of the Gepidie. The Lombarda,
who applauded such eardy prowess, requested his
father, with unanimoos acclamations, that the herole
youth, who bad shared the dungers of the field, might
be admited to the fexst of victary. * You ave not
unmindful," replied the inflexible Audoin, ** of the
wise customs of our ancestors,  Whatever may be his
merit, & prince is incapalile of sitting at table with his
tather till he has received his arms from & foreign and
royal hand.” Alboin bowed with reverence to the
institutions of his country ; selected forvy companions,
and boldly visited the court of Tarisund, king of the
Grepldar, who embraced and entertained, according to
the laws of hospitality, the murderer of his son. At
the banguet, whilst Alboin occupied the seat of the
vouth whom he had slnin, a tender reanembrance arose
in the mind of Turisund. ** How dear iz that place
how hateful is that person——"" were the words
that escaped, with a sigh, from the indignant father.
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= GITBRON.

His prief exasperated the mational ressniment of the
Gepide ; and Canlmund, his surviviog gom, was pro-
voked by wine, or fraternal affection, to the desiee of
vengeance,  “ The Lombards," said the rude bar-
barian, “ resemhble in figure and in smell the mares of
our Barmatisn plains,” And this insalt was a coarse
allusion to the white bands which enveloped their legs,
“ Add another resemblance,” replied an andacions
Lombard : * You have &t how strongly they kick.
Visit the plain of Asfeld, and seek for the bones of
thy brother. They ave minglal with those of the yilest
gnimale.” The Gepida, a notlon of warriors, started
from thelr seats; and the fearless Alboin, with his
forty companions, laid thels hands on their swords.
The wmolt was appeased by the venerable interposi-
tion of Turisund. He saved hisz own honour, and the
life of his guest ; and after the salevnn rites of Investi-
tyre, dismissed the siranger in the hloody arms of his
sony the gift of & wesping parent. Alboln returmed
in triumph ; and the Lombards, who celebrated his
matchless intrepidity, were compelled to praise the
virtues of an enemy.

THE GOCUTPATIONS OF ALEXANDER REVERIZ.

The simple journal of his ondinary ocen EX-
hibits & pleasing pictore of an accomplished emperor,
and, with some allowanee for the difference of manners,
wight well deserve the imitation of modern princes.
Alexander rose carly ; the st moments of the day
were congecrated o private devotion, and his domestic
chapel was filled with the images of those heroes wha,
by improving or reforming homan life, had deserved
the grateful reverence of posterity, Buy, as be deemed
the serviee of mankingd the most acceptable worship of



