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PREFACE.

This book gives a simple and succinet account
of the lives and doctrines of the great systematic
philosophers and of those ancient and mediseval
philosophers who have proposed some explana-
tion of existence or some theory of conduct. The
word “philosophy” in the title of this book, in
accord with long-established usage, refers for the
most part to metaphysics {or ontology) and in a
less degree to ethics. The pupil will therefore
find only incidental reference to writers.who have
earned their distinction by works on logic or on
political economy, and to modern writers who
have formulated ne system in metaphysics such
as would entitle them to rank with so-called gys-
tematic philosophers.

The gquestions at the end of the book follow
exactly the order of the corresponding statements
in the text, and the answers can thus be had at
once. The pupil is advised to pursue the fol-
lowing method : Read an article; then turn to the
questions on that article and give the answers
from memory; and so proceed throughout the
book. In this way the invaloable guality of pre-
cision will be given to the philosophical infor-

mation acquired from the study of the text, and
i



2 PREFACE.

the confusion of ideas that might result from any
undirected endeavor to grasp and retain so many
different thoughts will be avoided.

The Vocabulary contains explanations of such
words as may not be easily understood by the
pupil ; and in the Index is indicated the pronun-
ciation of proper names.

This primer is designed to supply a want long
felt in an important domain of information with
which no person, desiring to be really well-in-
formed, can afford to be entirely unacquainted,

TrHomas HunTER.
Chicago.
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. HisTORY OF PHILOSOPHY.
PART L
ANCIENT PHILOSOFPHY.
THALES.

Thales (about 640 - 548 B, ¢.) is generally re-
garded by both ancient and modern writers as
the first philosopher, or the first inquirer to offer
an explanation of the world of mind and matter
different from the mythological explanation pro-
vided by the works of the poets and the legends
of the people. The facts of the biography of this
earliest of the so-called lonian or physical phi-
losophers, as well as his teaching, were not com-
mitted to writing till long after his own time. To
Flato and Aristotle he was known only through
tradition, and it is to the latter writer that we
owe what we know of his philosophy. A native
of Miletus, in lonia, Asia Minor, in its flourish-
ing days, he appears to have belonged to a dis-
tinguished family, probably descended from
Pheenician merchants, For his political services
he was made chief of the Seven Sages. He was a
mathematician and astronomer, and no doubt
learned much from the Egyptians, among whom
he sojourned for some time.

In philosophy, Thales thought to simplify the
universe by referring it to one great principle or
beginning, namely water, His reasons for this
doctrine are not known, but Aristotle suggests
that he was led to it by studying the origin of
plants and animals, in the composition and nour-
ishment of which water plays such an important
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8 ANCIENT PHILOGSOPHY,

part. “A seed is naturally moist; but the princi-
ple whereby moist is moist, is water.”” Water, he |
taught, antedates the world; the world itself
floats in water; the sun and stars draw up their
substance [rom the seas; even the gods—for
Thales was a believer in an abundance of gods in
all things—spring from water. It is said that
Thales ascribed to water an animate principle and
even regarded the world as a great living organ- -
ism, & doctrine which took a prominent place
later on in the philosophy of Plato.

It will be seen thal this early thinker's effort
at unifying was very remarkable and thorough.
The selection of water as a beginning seems arbi-
trary, but it was the ficst great hypothesizs of
science, the offering of a grand synthetic mind.
Thales so deeply impressed his generation with
his learning and ability, that the memory of his
doings and teachings survived centuries without
the aid of the written page. His great general-
ization will commonly gain greater respect upon
greater reflection.

ANAXIMANDER,

Anaximander (611 -about 547 B. £.), the second
of the Tonian or physical philosophers, was, like
Thales, a resident of Miletus. He was an astron-
omer and geographer, and wrote a treatise “On
Nature.” These are the only biographical facts
known regarding bim. He 15 said to have been
a pupil of Thales, but this has been much doubt-
ed. His theories show a very great divergence
from those of his reputed master, They have
been stated by Aristotle; Diogenes Laértius, who
wrote about the close of the second century A. n,,



