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PREFACE.
—p——

A covemerani® part of the matter contained in this
little Book was first published in the year 1862, nnder the
title of * Gaa Merer Trerve," sand theready Sale of that
Edition satisfied me that by its iseve I had reslly met a
pressing went. Two other editions followed the first:
the hook with ench isgue being extended somewhat in its
matter, so that during twenty years three thousand sopies
have been exhansted, while it iz still in demand. Having
regurd to the purely technical character of the Work,
this is a somewhat surprising fact, but cne which is very
. matisfactory to me.

The present Edition contains moch more in the way
of general information than ite predecesaors, and if it bo
found that much of such information ia merely historicsl,
sod much of it purely slementary, I trust none of my
readers will think worse of tha book on that account, but
remember that this, like most taxt books, is intended to
instruct those who are not well informed, ag well as to
serve as & reference book to those who are so.

F. W. HARTLEY.
London, July 12ih, 1882,
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