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PREFACE,

Tre chjeet of this work is to facilitate the acquisition of
the Hindusténi, Persian and Gujariti languages, by convey-
ing to the eye, at first sight, all that is essentially necessary
to know regarding their Grammatical forms and construction,
without distracting it with the extended and intricate rules
and examples which exhibit themselves on g cursory glance
at larger works, such as the Grammars of Forbes, Shake-
spear, Sir William Jones, and My, Clarkson, which are so
useful 1n their own place to the advanced student When
onee the simple rules and principles herc laid down are
thoroughly mastered and fixed in the memory, they will
serve ag a key, to the speedy understanding of more ab-
struse and elaborate works om philology, the study of
which would otherwise prove difficult and embarrassing to
beginners. These ontlines have been compiled in such a
marner as to convey the greatest number of facts, in the
fewest possible words, with a careful avoidance of all redun-
dancy of expression, and superfluons explanations in matters
that must be self-evident to an ordinary mind. Theydonot,
however, profess to obviate, or simplify, known diffioulties in
those peculiaritics of idiom and construetion with which
oriental languages sbound, and which can enly be com-
prehended and aequired by a long course of study, and care-
ful attention and application. They are condensed and ar-
ranged in an easy and accessible form ; and their compiler
takes eredit to himself only for having methodised, briefly
defined, and arranged under their proper heads, matter that
appeared to him to be scattored, and sometimes misplaced,
in the different grammars from which he has freely extracted,
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and which has not unfrequently the effeet of misleading and
perplexing, instead of aiding the beginner in his siudies. It
would be presumptrous to think that they are altogether free
from the inaccuracies and defects ogninst which he sought
to guard.

In the compilation of thie little velume, the Compiler's
obligations are due to the Grammars of Dr, Forbes, Mr.
Shakespear, Sir William Jones, and Mr. Clarkson, from
whose works he acknowledges to have borrowed largely;
and also to the Rev, Dr. John Wilson, for the valuable assis-
tance rendered, and suggestions offered by him during the
time the work has been passing through the press.
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