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Circular Letter No. 401, e

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'® OFFICE
SACRAMENTO -

12 August 12, 1914,

To all Local, District, Legal Advisory F-ftd
Medical Advisory Bosrds and Appeal Agenis:

The following letter from the office of the Provest Marshal
(eneral is published for the information and guidapee of all
coneerned ;

From: Provost Marshal General.
To:  Draft Executives of all States.

Surseor: ReEsereiarioN Urow ExTexsioN oF DRAPT AGHs.

1. General Statement.
Legislation,

1. It is anticipated that legislation extending the present
draft ages will soon be enacted by Congress. At this time,
it ean not be stated with expctness what ages will be subject
to draft, but it i3 safe to assume that a very large number of
men will be required to register, and that registration day
will be early in September.

Purpose of this Commuysicntion,

2. To eonduet successfully a registration of the magnitnde
which the fortheoming registration is eertain to attain, re-
quires detailed and extensive preparstion, There will not be
time for such preparation after the passage of the legislation,
and the purpose of this eommunication is twofold ; namely,

{1} To outline beforchand the plan which has been
iecided nwpon for the aceomplishment of the registration,
to the end that all coneerned may be advized m advanec
of the duties which will devolve npon them; and

{2) To request that all preliminary arrangements be
made at onee in order that the entire plan may be com-
pleted immediately upon the passage of the legislation
and the reeeipt of the regulations promulgated there-
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40808

(
12928



— 2 —
i olifer wovihe it ‘id-desited that tie machinery for vegis.
tration be so perfected that it will be ready to be put inte,
operation,
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Dportance of Complele Keadiness,

3. PREPARATION FOR THE ANTICIPATED REGIS.
TRATION IS BY FAR THE MOST IMPORTANT WORK
NOW CONFRONTING THOSE CONNECTED WITH THE
ADMINISTRATION OF THE DRAFT AND THE NECES.
SITY FOR COMPLETE READINESS AT THE EARLIEST
POSSIBLE DATE CAN NOT BE OVEREMPHASIZED.

2, Organization For Reglstration.

Foveriors.

4. The Governors of all States and the Commissioners of
the District of Columbia will be called npon to supervise the
exectition of the registration In their respective States and the
Iyistriet of Coluwmbia,

5. To eliminate repetition, hereaftor the word * Governor®?
will be taken to inelude the Commissioners of the Distriet of
Columbia, and the word *‘State” will contemplate the inclu-
sion of the District of Columbia.

Adjutant General.

6, The Adjutant Cleneral or Draft Execntive in each State,
acting under the direetion of the Governor, will, as hereto-
fore, be the eentral administrative authority of the registra-
tion system within the Siate

Local Boards.

7. The Loeal Boards will bave immediate supervision and
dlirection of the registration within their respective jurisdie-
tions,

B. The actual registration will be made in the customary
voting precinets in the jurisdiction of each Tiocal Board, and
generally speaking in the places and in the manner ordinarily
employed in the registration of voters. In the Distriet of
Columbia the registration shall be made in the varions police
precinets or gueh other subdivisions as may be prescribed by
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia.

9. There must be at least one place for registration in each
precinet,
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10. The Adjutant Geperal or the Draft Exeentive in each
State is directed to at once request each Local Board to
appoint a registrar or registrars for each voting preecinct
within its jurisdiction. Where there i3 more than one regis-
trar, cne of them will be designated by the Loeal Board as
chief registrar, and where there is only one registrar, he will

erform the duties of chief registrar hereinafter preseribed
in addition to those of resistrar.

'stu. The following rules will be ohserved in appointing reg-
istrars:

{a) For each probable eighty registrants in a precinct,
one registrar shall be appointed.

{b) Registrars should be competent to do the clerieal
worle, must be eitizens of the United States and
reside within the jurisdiction of the Loeal Board
by whieh they are appeinted, and should be per-
sons who have lived long enough in euch jorisdie-
diction to be well acquoainted with the residents
thereod.

{¢) All persons are expected to offer such services as
they can afford in this patriotic duty without com-
pensation, but when compensation is elaimed by a
registrar, $4.00 may be paid for his services. Vol-
unteer registrars who offer their services free of
charge may be appointed and sworn in sueh num.
ber a8 may be eonvenlently used in any precinet,

(d} As California has on two previous oceasions eon-
ducted draft regisfrations withont cost to the Na-
tional Government, it is Governor William D.
Htephens’ speeial pride in sccomplishing the greater
task of .a third regirtration through the unselfigh
patriotic and voluntary serviee of all concerned,

3. Employment of Interpretera.

12. Tt was evident on the first registration day that adequate
arrangements in some Juclsdietions had not been made for
interpreters. 1t will be necessary for Local Boards in juris-
dictions where it i known from knowledge of local conditions
that the services of sueh men will be required oo registration
day to appoint interpreterd to act on that day. If volunteers
for this serviee can not be obtained, persons may be emploved
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for this service and evopensated us provided in Seetion 28
of Registration Regulations No, 2, but it iy hoped that in this
respeet that Californis will make a similar record to the ome
of June 5, 1917, when not one cent was paid for this service,
all interpreters being volunteery.

4. Duties of Officers and Apenciss Employed.

GGovernors, Mayors and County Oficers.

13. The Governors, Mayors and Chity Clerks of cities of
30,000 population or over, and the county authorities or
officers performing duties similar to those of county anthori-
ties in States having no county organization (if not serving
on the Loeal Boards) are ealled upon to assist Local Boards
in providing smitable places for registration, and to obtain
the eo-operation of the proper election commissioners and cus-
todians or officers in charge of election machinery and publie
bmildings. All expenses ineurred in eonnection with provid-
ing such places for registration will be compensated for by
the Federal Government. When voting booths are available,
they shonld he uvsed, together with such equipment as is
nsually supplied for uss in registermg voters, and the same
procedure should be followed in providing places for registra-
tion as is followed in providing voting. or registration places
for county or ecity elections, Where the customary voting
places are in private buildings, proprietors should be requested
to afford assistanee to the loeal authorities by permitting the
use of such places for the purpose of registration. Such publie
offieers and agencies as are ordinarily employed in transport-
ing or setting up portable voting booths and other voting and
registration material will be requested to render their assist-
ance m transporting and setting up booths for the purpose of
rezistration.

Adjutant General or Draft Erccutive.

14. The President’s Proclamation will fix the date for regis-
tration, and the Adjutant Gencral or Draft Executive in
each State will be required to notify all Loeal Boards of the
date set, furnish blank forms and regulations to the Loeal
Boards, consclidate returns of the registration and make a
report of the same to this office, and geoerally superintend the
registration in the State. It will be his task to aseertain from




each Local Board in his State that registrars as directed have
been appointed and all arrangements completed in ample time
for registration.

Aid.

15. Local Boards should be direeted to obtain the eo-opera-
tion of political organizations, County and City Couneils of
National Defense, cormmittees of puglic safety and similar
agenecies within their respective jurisdictions to assist in bring-
ing about wide publicity in conneetion with the registration
and in the end a complete registration of all persons liable to
be registered. .

Local Boards.

16. The responsibility for providing suitable places for
registration will rest upon the Lioeal Boards, assisted. as pro-
vided in the foregoing, by the Governor, the Mayor and County
Clerk in eities of 30,000 population or over, the authorities of
the county or similar subdivision {if they are not already
serving on the Local Board), and the Central Registration
Committee in those jurisdietions where sueh a committee has
been appointed.

17. Local Boards will be required to furnish eards to the
sick and to the nonresident registrants within their respeetive
jurisdietions and to certify to those of the latter.

18. Local Beards will receive registration eards, certificates,
and other forma from the Adjutant General and will distribute
them among the chief registears who will be responsible- for
them. The Boards will be required to prepare returns of the
registration, and will make Tiats of the persons registered for
posting, publication and mailiog to this office and to the Adju-
tant Gleneral,

Registrars,

19. Registrars will be chargad in the first instance with mak-
ing places ready for registration. This duty is te be per-
formed under the dirvection of the Local Board. They will
also be charged with the duty of making the actual registra-
tion of persons within the voting precinets to whieh they are
appointed. The chief registrar, when not otherwise engaged,
will likewise make out registration cards, and will hold every
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person acting as registrar nnder him strictly aceountable for
the eards and certificates supplied to him. At the close of the
day, the chief registrar will be regnired to make out a report
of the registration at the place of which he has been in charge,
and will deliver the same to the Chairman of the Local Board,
together with the registration cards (used and unused} and
remaining eertiicates.

5. Estimates.

20. In order to appoint the necessary number of registrars
and to make adequate preparations for registration, it is
necessary to estimate the number of persons to be registered,
Withont information as to the age limits, there iz no exact
basis for such an estimate, However, an estimate may be
made and preparations eomsummated on the basis of one-third
greater registeation than on June 5, 1917, It may be assumed
that one and one-third times as many persons will be liable to
registration a8 were rogistered inm 1917, This assumption is
from a National standpoint and may not be applicable to an
individual State o & Loeal Board within the State, but, as it
18 the hest basis that can ab this time be offered, it is suggested
that each Adjntant General and each Loeal Board make a
careful survey and estimate on such a basis of the probable
number of persons to be registered within the jurisdiction of
the respeetive Loeal Boards.

21. Preparation for the registeation of the probable mumber
of reaistrants noder snel an eatimate will be sufficient to meet
almost any eventualify, inaznuch as the plan econtemplates
- the maximum number of persvns likely to be registercd.

22, Appendix Table 45, “‘Report of the Provost Marshal
General to the Seerctary of War on the First Draft.” should
be consulted i aseertaining the number of persons registered
in 1917.

€. Auxiliary Organizations.

23. Connty and eity attorneys will eo-operate with moemn-
bers of the Legal Advisory Board; marshals, deputy marshals
anil police officers will render every assistance in the execu-
tion of the law; news agencies and newspapers will be called
upon to lend their assistance in giving wide publicity to the
date and places of registration, and the postmasters will be
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directed to post copies of the proelamation in every post office
of the United States.

7. 8pecial Cases of Regiatration.

24, The sick will he registered by persons deputized to make
their registration. Felons will be registered by the warden
of the penitentiaries, and persons swaiting trial and misde-
meanants will be treated as absentess except that their regis-
tration cards will be obtained and filled in by the jailers.

25, Indians will be registered under the supervision of the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and persons residing in Yel-
lowstone, Glacier and Mt. Rainier National Parks will be regis-
tered under the direction of the Director of National Park
Herviee.

26. All registrants will be made subject to the provisions of
the Seleetive Service Regulations unless the latier wonld obvi-
ously be inapplicable or subsequent regulations otherwise pre-
seribe.

27. Please acknowledge receipt of this communication by
telegraph, bulletin its contents in full to all Loeal and District
Boards, and proceed to have all arrangements herein outlined
promptly eompleted.

28. Telegraphic instructions No. B-2461 having preceded
this letter of instruetions, this work should already be well
under way.

E, H. Crowper,
Provost Marshal General.

By piRECTION oF THE GOVERNOR.

J. J. Borgez,
Brigadier (General, N, G. C,,
The Adjetant (General.



