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g, littls Iooke, . . - s -
And kicer the steps whereas then reest proe
o Vergil, Orid, Hamer, Lucn, Siave ;
Ard for there i5 50 preat dowsreis

Io Engliah, and io writing of oar taog,

En peay T i {Fod, that nome miswrike thee,
He thes misv-inabos, for befane of toog :

And redd wherso thou he ar £ler rong,
That thou T waderatond, T Fad Losooch.

Cuavcee, Froilfur sad Creneids, B v, 1yg8=1810.




FPEEFACE

THE wady of Chancer fa now gensrally pecognided s one of the bost
wenne of introduedion to & kaowladge of the Englich language and of
FEngligh Nteratnre, In him thers fivet sppeated o staodard Eoglish
Tanguage, and his snparicxity over Wi prodeweons id ws madh b the
enbatanoe of his postry asio his style. Ha i the father of all sneoced-
ing Engliah posiry, the ‘well of Englich uudefiled,” the moker of an
epoch and the founder of a poetical tradition combinued and hamled
down to ua by Spenear, Shakepears, and Milbon.

The precent voloma ooviaina the Sguieres Thle o Bragment of rare
poctiosl expellemes, whish perves a8 an gxdellent inbrodwstion to
Chauoer's verss, If in the only awe of the Camterbiry Tales which
borrowe ite embject from FEastern romanss, and o3 writien
throaghoot in an clevatcd slrain of poetry which we know to have
exerciscd » spedl ovor e itoginetion of Miton, A Life of tha
poat bas bocn givedt, 88 well pa m briaf scconat of Chencer's grammar
end versficatioh. Tho notes deal with the difficulties which
occur 1o the postn, and the (Humary Las been constucicd so as not
merely to give the wossnings sod clrmwloggr of words, bt to sorve ad
an index to the Hoe in which the swomd otturs,.  The basin of the
present text i the Fllemiess M3 aq printed in Mr Fymnivalls Biz-
Text ¥dition for the Cheuste Bosiety, with o fow rowdingd sdopted -
from the other five M&3., wnd from the Harelsn ME eq printed by
Drr Morrie in the Aldiue edition of Chewoer's werks, The oriho-
graphy has been improved in some inxtaoocs Ty eollation with the
other MBS, on the principle of making sa fow changes a8 poesible, ao
that the present edition may bo acociied se enbetantially a transaripd
of tho Ellepmars MEB., which la now generslly sccepted aa the most
satinfretory of the seven, and the epelling of which i upun a tolerably
uniform sywbem,
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THE LIFE OF CHAUCER

1. Hia Time—marcer's Live awn Wonks belong to one of
the grestest spoohs of Eoglish History. Tha Elizabethaa period,
when England was atroog both ot home and abroad, snd when
the Enplish deama was at its bedk; sad the present Vietorian
period, when there exista everywhore unezampled ackivity
both in Ifersinre apd in soionpe—are the only two epochs that
tan be compared with ik Hin lifs lay within the reigns of
Edwanl IIL, Richard IT,, and e year of Henry IV. In tha
ruign of Edward ITL the nation—which gonmated of two ele-
monts, the Norman and the Sazon—grew inte one people; sod
the langnage, whith hzd been gradually almorbing ms mmuch
Normnn-French as it conld held, becama tha mady and power-
fal imstromemt of & new literature. The year 1352 matks an
important point io the history of the English Langoage For
in that year Edwsrd II1. passcd an sct of parlisment aathor.
ising the use of English ingtead of French in conrks of law, in
schools, sad in other publiz places, This is enfficient proof that
the nation had become troly Eoglish, In 1380, the Bible was
trapsloted into Englinh by Wicliffe ; and thin translstion had
a permonont effeot on the chamcbor of English pross. More-
ovar, preat events of all kinds wers lifting men's minds,
enlarging their ideas, and inspiring their souls: the battles of
Cregy {1345) and Poitiars {1356) had been fought; the art of
weaving cloth was introdoced from Flandem; Windsor Castls
wag growing iuio the moet splendid pie in the woek of Farope ;
gunpowder had lstely been invented ; Londoncrs had scen two
kinge, the king of Secotland aod the king of France, prisoners
- in their capital; and everywhers new powers and new ideas
wore sfirring throoghook the kingdom. And then the time was
quits ready to weloome the f ditties and songtis glad, with which
Chancer * fulfilled the land over all’*® avem in the fower of his
youth.

2. His Birth and Parentage.—GroyFaEy CHATCER was bomn

& Everywhess,



L THE LIFR OF CHATORR,

in the year 1340 in London. And ha lived moet of his life in
Londom.  Spenaser, Ben Jouson, Milton, and other later writers
were also Londoners. But London 1o the fourtesnth century
was not the vast provinee covered with housos—flled with smeka
and hamased by nooessing noise—that London now is, It was s
clean, gquieh, almost noiscless city, full of shady gardens, avery
hense different in character from every other, permested by
green lanes, and the short streeta divided amd refreshed by
green fields. The quist meadows were within s few minotes
walk of the very heart of the city. There wars no caby or
carriages, oo part of the endless grind snd roar that now 6l
the main arteries of London ; but the flow leisorely rumble of
n market-cart intensifled the aweet mlence. It wan, indced, ax
Mr Morzie says :
Eamdan, small, and whibe, and claan ;
Tha alear Thames bordared by ite gardens green,
You coold hear the songm of the hirds cleat snd thrilling in
the straets ; and the allizns had the English love of the country
#o thoroughly in ther Blaod, that, on fhis morning of the Fied
of Moy, they rose at daybresk, with sonps in thair meuths sod
in their hearts, to do homour to $he coming summer, gathered
hougha of hiossoming hawthorn, and with it decked the door-
ways of their honees—so that each street gmelb from end to
end of the May, and thick bushes of green and white met the
gyn oL evary mida.
May, with all thy flonrfs and thy greens,
Wolsoms bo thon, wel faird freeschié May

The streats did not gwnrm with pesple dressed in black, or in
doll and dead cclonrs; but thers wera here and there groupe
of persona dremsed in leight red or yellow or green or blne and
white, and sometfmes the one balf of a man's coat was of &
diffocent eoloar Brom that of the other aide,

His fathor was John Chaueer, oitizen and vigtoer of Londoa,
Hia grondiather waa Richard Chaucer, alao & vinkoer ; and the
eame of (Wawcere in sald to ba oo fhe roll of Baitle Abbey.
John Chancer's house was in Thames Bireat, on & stream called
Walbrook *—becsnse it Aowed past London Wall—which rose
in Finebury Moar, beyond the wireet siill callod Moorgats, sud
tlowed into the Thames nanr what is oow Caonon Street.  The

* There ks 6till o strect of this name,



TEE LIFE OF CHAUCER. 7

bhoy went to sdhool in the neighbourbood; and ne doubt be
sometimes helped his father in the wine-cellar, and filled the
pots of the citizens with their daily supply of dranght-wine
But Chaucer's father had a connection with the court of
Edward IIL. He atbended thaf king when has went with his
Queen Philippa on an expadition to Flandsrs and Cologne ; and
it ia to this econmeetion, that Geoffrey owed his appointment as
page in the household of Elizsbeth, the wife of Prines Lionel,
the thind son of Bdward IIL He wes then ssventeen. Young
men in the time of Chancer went either to tha nniversity, or
potered the service of somo noblomnan a8 page. Thore they
learned courtesy of manners, rding, the wse of arns, and all
that related to the life of & soldict, & nobleman, and & man of
public affsire. There is also & fradition thet Chaucer was &
member of both of the universitics of Oxford and Cambridgs ;
bot thiz is doobtfol. His position in the honsehold of Prinee
fionel threw him into the society of the moat dietinguished
men and women of the time ; hia imapination wonld be fired by
the eplendour of the oourt festivitiea: be wonld meet on frank
and cordial terms the great stabemmen gnd warriors and writers
of the age,

3. Hin Offtelal Life—Tn the year 1359, Chauesr—then & young
man of moebeen—joinmd tho army of Edward ITL, which invadad
France in Novemlber of that year. In thia campaign Chaucer
was made priscmer; bot he was releassd under $he Peage of
Brétigny in 1880, whon the king paid for him a rangem of £14,
In the year 1387, hn was appuinted vne of the ‘valets of the
king's chamber, and 18 mentioned in the patent or gommismion
as “dilectns valettur noater’ Ho recmived, by the szme patent,
& pengiom of twenty marks* for lifs. John of Gaonk, Duke of
Lancaster, the fourth son of Edward, & man of exagtly Chauger's
age, wan hie great friend and patron ; and he remained froe to
Chaucer fo the end of his daysm When Blanche, the wifa of
John of Gaonot, died at the age of twenty-nine, Chaucer wrote a
beautiful peom in her honeur— The Dethe of Blaunche the
Duchesse.” Botween the yaars 1370 snd 1330, the post was
employed in sever diplomstic missions—some of them of great

* A mark is r3x 4d. But thee was little o op comparison between the
ying pawer of money in Chaocer's time and now. A sheep sold for vs &, 2
horse malgln be bought for 182, 4. ; o chicken cost =1, ; and the price of o day's
labour at the plough was 3d.  Money muet have pose, thes, from ten to twenty
times s far ps it does opw,



