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PREFACE

The cuneiform texts published in this volume were capied
and autographed during my stay in Philadelphia in the winter
of 1913-19t4. Nearly all of them are letters belonging to
the time of the so-called first Babylonian or Hammuraps
dynasty (z225-1920 B. C,),

There are only two (or three) exceptions: the first is an
Assyrian abil Sarrim (No. 132), addressed to a certain Ardi-
Gula.  This man seems to be identical with Ardi-Gula of the
letter H (=Harper, Assyrian lelfers), No. 117, mentioning
Afur-bin-apli and Samai-fum-ukin (1. 3), by which fact the
time of our letter is determined. The other exception is a cone
of King Hammuraps, about 17, 3 cm. high, having an in-
scription as well an the shaft as on the base. Both inserip-
tions are (as far as they are preserved) identical, though it
may be possible, that the inscription on the base' was not
quite as long as that on the shaft, This text of King Ham-
murapi, mentioning the building of the (or a) wall of Sippar,
is especially interesting by the fact that it is the only official
inscription hefore the time of the king's great victory over
Rim-Sin.  For a transcription and translation sce pp. 30 ff.

A third exception may be the letter No. 20, the writing of

1 This seema bo have been written in three columns, the third being totally destroyed: the
inseription an the shaft, however, i writien in Iwe columns.
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