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Preface

As comfort and safety in automobiling depend to a very
large extent upon the skill of the driver, it should be the aim
of everyone who undertakes to drive a car to acquire a knowl-
edge of the approved methods of driving,

The object of this book is to present such information in
a convenient, practical manner, 50 as to make it compata-
tively easy for any motorist to acquire skill in the manage-
ment and care of his machine. Study and practice combined
will surely develop the experiness which is needed nowadays
at the wheel, being demanded alike by the interests of the
automobilist and of the non-motoring public, The careless or
ignorant driver is a menace, not only to the safety of the
public, but also to that of his passengers. The daily experi-
ence of every motorist demonstrates the need for carefulness
in driving and there is no longer any excuse for ignorance,

The methods of driving preseribed in this work are those
that have been found best in zctual experience on the road
From these pages the motorist ¢an learn how to start, drive
and manage his car under all conceivable circumstances. The
best methods of caring for the car when not in use are also
plainly shown, as well as the manner in which a car should
be laid up when necessary. _

Several chapters are devoted to the causes and remedies
for various difficulties that may be met with in starting the
engine, also those due to loss of power., Causes of involuntary
stops are likewise indicated and the proper remedies pre-
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scribed, The properties and economical use of gasolene are
discussed and many valuable hints and tips for the gasolene
consumer are given. Then the operating mechanism of a
modern car is described and the various forms of change speed
gear are made clear by non-technical text and plain illustra-
tions. There is also an interesting chapter on the choice of a
car, intended for the benefit of those who contemplate enter-
ing the ever-growing ranks of the automobile fraternity.
Thusg it wil! be seen that this work is not only a complete
texthook for self-tuition in the art of automobile driving, but
also a handy reference book in cases of trogble due to difficulty
in starting, involuntary stops, loss of power, ete,, and a store-
. house of practical information on the care and maintenance of
the motor car. ' T, H. R
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AUTOMOBILE DRIVING 7

PART 1.

AUTOMOBILE DRIVING.

The best way to learn to drive a car is a qnestion that must
be decided by individual circumstances. It is generally
agreed, however, though not regarded as essential, that the
novice should begin with a small light car, if convenient, and
acquire confidence in the use of such a machine before under-
taking the management of the heavier, costlier and more com-
plex cars. This does nat necessarily imply that the man who
has never driven an automobile must needs first buy a light
car hefore indulging the desire of his heart to own a powerful,
commodious touring machine. Facilities for learning to drive
on a small car abound in our cities and towns nowadays, and
automobile agents are wsually ready to puot prospective cus-
tomers in the way of receiving preliminary instruction on
light machines at expert hands. For his own comfort and
safety’s sake, as well as for considerations of public safety, no
man should attempt to drive 2 car of any size until he has
informed himself pretty fully on its details of construction and
methods of control

It should be clearly understood that some of the general
instructions under this head of “Driving,” as well as many of
the hints and “tips"” which follow, have been written to apply
especially -to cars of moderate power, such as novices are
uvesually recommended to learn wpon. It must be remem-
bered also that thousands of cars made in earlier years of the
automobile industry are still in daily use and are constantly
changing ownership, so that the mechanism, driving and
control of such cars properly recewe due mns:deratmn in
these pagea. e RE

At the same time the vast malori't}r “of “thl.': ‘lnstrﬁntmns ap-
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