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PREFACE.
—_—

Tn presenting this volume of selections, gathered
from the wass of my writings—from publications of
varions kinds and from those reserved from publies-
tiow, I may be pardoned for a little coneeit in stating
that every line in thiz boolt was put in type and
page-forin by myself, in the guiet of my rosm, during
my leisure bours, while T was a elerk in the War
Department,—an oeenpation most pleasing to me ;—
may it now be highly profitable.

I should like to append to the above statement a
short aceount of somwe of the events of my life—
varied by a thonsand incidents ootside the common
experiences, sinee T left iy father's door, to make
wy own path in the world, in 1833, when I was eleven
vears old; but perhaps the public would not care to
follow me iu the varrative,
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