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To tbose who, dburing these
fitty vpears, bave borne tbe
burden and beat of the day,
and, like good and faitbful ser=
vanis, bave entered into tbe
foy of their Lotrd, this book s
dedicated in [oving temems
brance.



PREFACE

Since about the middle of the last century, Univer-
salism has been preached in Somerville. It was early in
the ’fifties that the first seeds of our faith were sown in
this city, the Rev. George H. Emerson, for many years
the editor of the Christian Leader, being the preacher,
There can be no doubt but that from the first the seed fell
upon good ground, for in February, 1854, a legal parish
was organized and the work and worship firmly estab-
lished. To the charter members of the parish those may
have seemed days of small things, but from humble be-
ginnings the faithful have pressed on until there are now
three Universalist churches in Somerville, ministering to
nearly a thousand families,

In view of this honorable history, it seemed that this
serni-centennial year should not be allowed to pass with-
out recognition. Accordingly, during the week of Feb-
ruary 18, 1904, appropriate anniversary exercises were
held in our church and Social Hall.

At the annual parish meeting the following March, it
was voted to publish the proceedings of the observance
in book form, and the committee having the matter in
charge offers this volume as a permanent record of the
things that were said and done at that time.
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