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sEcoND
INTRODUCTORY LECTURE.

In my first Introductory Discourse, delivered
in this place, besides the general topicks suggest-
ed by the enterprize in which I am' engaged, I
endeavoured to show you the essential econnexion'
between the various subjects embraved in' the
First and Second Titles of the Syllabus of these’
Lectures; these titles comprehending first, JHe.
taphysicks, Ethicks, snd Nature! Law;—se-
condly, the learning of the Feudiats, and what
has- been technically called the Idoctrine of the
Realty. 1In pointing your attention to the first
class of subjects, [ aimed to impress on your minds:
their great importance, and how intimately akin'
they are to'the proper studies of the accomplish-
ed lawyer. In that lecture I endeavoured to’
illustrate their utility; the links by which they are
asvociited; and the necessity.of proceeding.in your
studies methodically, from the contemplation’ of -
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the foundations of moral ebfigation, in the original
structure of the mind, to the view of these obliga-
tions as they are contemplated or modified in so-
ciety, whether of individuals or of nations. Your
attention was then carried fo that peculiar organi-
zation of vivil society, talled the Feudal System,
from which the government and laws of modern
eommunities have taken a permanent tincture; and
I endeavoured, in the last place, to indicate more
particularly the pervading connexion between the
general fendal law, and that refined system of the
English Law which affects landed property;—a
system the whole of whose parts demonstrate its
erigin and’ structure to have been feudal; and
which is consequently very unintelligible without
the aid of feudal learning.

In the present discourse we shall present yow
with some observations on the ceonexion of the
various su'jects embrsced under the Third Title
of the Syllabus; viz. the Law of Personal Rights;
and Perssnul Hemedies; and as I shall in my
succeeding introductery discourses pursue the
same plan in regard to the successive titles of the
course, they will form a Series of Essays en the
general features,” leading relations, excellencies,.
and defects of each of the grand. divisions of the
law. .
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This third title or branch of our subject, gen-
tlemen, embraces first, personal rights, and ge-
condly, the means or reieedics established by law
for their assertion; together with a variety of inci-
dental matters, which will be presently mentioned.

Persoral vights may be considered lat, in re-
gard to the éadividual or person; 2dly, as they
are affected by his relations in society; which may
be those of husband and wife, parent and child,
master and servant, guardian and ward, governor
and governed. The remedies adopted for the
enforcement of these rights, are also susceptible
of a great variety of divisions; involving the seve- '
ral topicks of Courfs and their organization; -
cers of courts, their duties and powers; the forms
of action and procedure, denominated pleading
and practices after which follow, in succession, the
modes of trigl; the requisite evidencesto sustain
them; the errours in these proceedings, with the
redress by appeal &c. to superior tribunals; and
lastly, the means of enforcing decisions of courts
by execulion, which is favoured in the law, as it
is fructus, finis ot gffecius legis,—the very hfa,
aim, and gffect of the Jaw.

The gradual evolution of these suhjects, in the
erder of their natoral connexion, is essential to
their right undersianding, and their easy attain-
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ment, If the ties associating these apparently dis-
similar subjects, be not properly regurded, we lose
much of the spirit and philosophy which really
appertuin to them; and we pursue onr studies with
as Jittle interest as one who travels a labyrioth,
ignorant that its nymerous windings are in any way
couneeted, or that they all tend to one desired goal.
May we pot, indeed, attribute much of the ennwi
which even pleasing subjects sometimes occasion,
to the limited view we take of their important di-
visjona, to thet view which confines the mental eye
to the parts of a great whule, leaving blanks in the
visioy at the poiats of their connexion,

It- will be my endesvour, when | come to treat
of these topicks, to show with some minutenees
these points of assaciation: all that we shall at pre-
sent attempt, is to exhibit their gengral relations
to each other; and to remove, if possible, some
popular groynds of cavil in regard to them.

I would remark in the cutset, what is emphati-
cally true in regard to the lex mercatoria, and
some other branches of English jurisprudence, that
the learning of personal rights and remedies is
much less tinged with feudal principles, and the
techpicalities growing out of them,—and proceeds
much more on the general grounds of obligation
and woraly, than does that of the realty. Hence



