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INTRODUCTION.

—

O you read Ruskin's fors C'!’am‘gm!(ﬁadyle
asked of Emerson, ““there is nothing going on
among us 5o notable to me.’" *'I venerate him

as one of the greatest teachers of the age; . . . he teaches

with the inspiration of a Hebrew Prophet”’—such was ~

/—'(ﬁ;ge Eliot's estimate of Ruskin. Surely Ruskin needs

“—no introdiiction to the world. The verdict of these two
grand-jurymen in the court of letters is borne out by the
testimony of witnesses from every portion of the globe.
But of Ruskin's social teaching, of his message to society,
of his gospel of the life in common,—of this we would say
a word—not that & needs this either, but that @e need it,
—we need it to rightly appreciate and take home hlsJ
message to our hearts,

The prodm:-tmn of a true social ﬁ)rm has been the
supreme task gwen to tht: nmﬂtetmh century What is
Ruskin's place ; what his message; what his contribution
to the century?

‘Ruskin is first and foremost a Teacher. He has not
originated, He is not the originator of a new system, of a
new order, even of a new philosophy. He says somewhere
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of himseli: **[ have never applied myself to discover any-
thing, being comtent to praise what had already been
discovered, so that no true disciple of mine will ever be a
Ruskinian.” He will be something better, his disciples
add; he will be one of God's men, with truer, deeper, joy,
seeing higher, diviner beauty in the world because Ruskin
has shown it to him. Ruskin's Gospel, says one of those
whom Ruskin has clung to,is a gospel not of a **news"’
but “like that of Jesus, a gospel of glad tidings."

And let us not think it a disparagement to Ruskin that
he was not an originator. Was Jesus'Christ an originator?
Did Christ establish a new order? Was Christianity aught
but the simple flowering of old Jewish faith? Did Christ
come to destroy or to fulfill? Fulfillment is the higher task.
Many a man can see a truth, who cannot live it. Jesus
Christ lived the truth. His new commandment was more
literally a new command, the reissuing of old orders. Before
Christ came men knew that they should love one another.
The secret of Jesus was that he led men in the loving of
their neighbors, Is not this the secret too of John Ruskin,
not 50 much that he ereated Beauty, but that he leads men
to love it, helps them to live it—true life, the beauty of
Truth, the grace of Sincerity, the Gospel of Noble Things?
Tn this high function of the Teacher, Ruskin, in his line,
stands unapproached.

But Aow does he do this? ** There are diversities of gifts,
but the same spirit. . . . . To one is given by the



