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CHAPTER 1
THE FRANKISH MONARCHY IN THE TWELFTI CEXTURY

FrAXCE at the beginning of the twelith contury was one
of the smallest and least importans of the European
statez. The duchy of France—a title borne for three
centurics by the house of Hohert the Strong—was no
domain exactly hounded and compact. Ttz lands were
situated not only in the conntry hetwean the Seine and
the Loire, but lay in small and scattered fragments farther
south, in I'oitow, and in the north. Peculiar rights
belonged to the king in distant towns and churches,
He was lord in Orleans. He was abbat of S Muartin's
ab Tours and senior eanon of the church of & Guentin.
And step by step within the lands of the great lords of
the novth, of the great dukes and the great ecclesinstics,
he aequired new rights, by intervening to check some
injustico or win some privilege on bohulf of a lesser lord.

The royal domain was the strength of the early
Capets.  As rich lords they coull stand against the
barons who hedged them inm, and appear, unlike the
Earlings, at least the equals of their great vassals
But the tervitory which they possessed was small,
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and their waterial resanrees, i cotaparison witly those
of othor Enropenn states, were eontemptible.  Entering
rarely into foreizn politics, and then wilh o conspienons
absence of dignity or suceess, the roval house of France
saw its kingdom surronnded by foes or lukewnrm
friemdds, nearly every one of whom was superior to itzelf
in strength, To the north and east the Empire amd
Lorraing, the great dynasties of Flanders and Burgundy,
were pach more than an eqnal combatant for the Frank-
ish king.  Southwards the kingdom of Arles, sometimes
close linked to the Kmpire, sometimes enjoying a pre-
earions independence, stood aloof, with many marches
and eoanties, [rom the influence of the central realm
The great dulees of Aquitaine and the proud house that
raled fn Tonlowse scavee in their most friendly moments
professed any allegiance to the Capets.  And the demon
race, sprung, said legends, from the union of an Angevin
count, with an nnesrthly bride, which roled on the bauks
of the lower Lowe and the Mane, the borderland
betwesn Frnes, Aquitaine, and Brttany, was gathering
itz powers in grim concentration of purpese for a wider
sweep, which should endanzer the throne of the Frankish
king, The circle was completed by the great duochy of
Normandy, te which was annexad the connty of Maine

Bt small as was ita tervitory and slight s power,
the house which roled from Paris elaimed all the pre-
rogatives and dignity of the imperial line which it had
dispossessed. It clung with sigacious tenacity to the
assertion that it was the successor of the line of Charles
the Great. Hngh Capet had been elected in 987 Ly the
influonee of the Church at a moment when the Karling
race had dwindled into impotent decadence.  He hadl him-
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self beon o grest fendal lond; the greatest and strongest of
his peers. He had large possessions, his brother Henry
held Burcundy for him, the duoles of Normandy and
Anuitaine were his brothers-in-law, the connt of
Vermandoiz was of his kine  In the twelfth century his
descendants hod lost the strencth of his position.  The
great duchies around them were in alien and often
hostile hands.  But the grandenr of their theoretical
clamm was not abandoned.  They were still far sbove
the fendal hierarchy, as the heirs of the Casars, sovereigns
by divine vight, the lawful kings of the West Franks,
The monarchy of the twelith century wasz absolute
in principle. It claimed to be the source of all power
and antherity, to hold in its own hand the control of all
loesl and ecentral government.  More than this, it was
founded on an allianee with the Church, which, in spite
of their persistent moral lapses, the Kings had shown the
keenest anxiety to keep intact. It had zeemed st one
timmg as if the irresistible movement of the feudal
theory, which had transmuted all offices into fiels,
and swept all anclent survivals into the wet of jiz
tniversal encroachment, woold overwhelm the mon-
archy as it had transformed the nobility and invaded]
the Clarch.  And indeed in bis relations with those who
held land divectly under him  the Capetian king had
fallen nnder the domination of the fendal claim.  He was
a lord like other londs, with vassnls whose dues were
limited and whose rights were secured.  DBut Lie never
ceazed fo be sovereign as well as suzeruin, and the per.
sistence of his assertion of the old monarchical theory,
aven in the period of his greatest wealiness, preserveil
the idea and prepared the way of the absolute monurchy



