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AN INTRQDUCTORY HELICIR

Dr. Mary J. Studley.

ey

There is no study o0 interesting lo man, as
wun; honee it is that the blograplies of eminent
men amd women are more soneht after than any
other kind of lteralure, A interest is taken in
them in proportion to what they have done or
written, which have addod to the warld’s store
of lesrniner, civilizution and errertatmment. Biog-
raphy introduces us to all rreat men us Triends,
enhanges onr estimation of charactor, and trans-
frses the Life of the departed into us.  Great
clhiwraeters, like great mountains, are best zoen at
a distancece; we do not, therefore, as a genernl
thing, form a true astimate of thew natil we lose
them. It 35 so with 1oany other things, We
have to be deprived of themn before we learn
their value. W sce most of the hird's beauty
when it stretelies its wings for Hight

In this beief sketch of the life of Dy, Mary
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J. Bludley we ean only speak of her public el
acter,  Like most ul‘l‘u;._;gl’tllg o, Al hod
side that was Liddea From the world; and there
witd, b Himes, o prossure upon e mind which
wone woukl have snepoeted, who only saw the
exterior of the calmy sweet, sentle woman  that
slio wad.

Dy, Sodley was born in Worcestor, Massa-
clhinssetts, ahont the year 1835, She was the
daunghter of pavents who were alile to give her
more advantages In early life than commonly fufl
to the lot of youne women,  Bhe was educated
al Newton, in bor nalive Stute, and carly de-
veloped a thirst for those hiranches of education
which most givls pass over.  Bhe aconired a
thoronzh knowlcdee of Lalin, radlemsties, nat-
ural ldstery and pliysiology, to whiciy, later on,
ghe added the Goman and Froneh Baingiuees—in
the first of which she conld spesk and weite with
great fluency.  No Btute has Beeoished so many
fomale feachers ps Mussaclinzseniz; and, hoing
foll of ambition and independence, she enlizted
in that high wnd honorabde ealliee, losating e
polf ot E[miluﬁli}', Ohio, where slic proved lier
etability, worthiness and fidelits, by ronnining
thore I:u‘ul*.‘u;u:u‘s-——n]l the thme cigeazed o the
clnention of yoath, At the epd of this time
family indueements broneht her to Now York,
where she lived fonr aud a hall yewrs in the
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family of her brother. Tt was about this time
that she resolved to study medicine and become
a physician.  With her to resoive waz to doj and
at omee ghe entered the Woman's Medical Col-
lege of the New York Infirmary, and took a full
conrse, sraduating with henor.  The first experi-
ence of Dr. Studley as & physician was at Eliza-
Leth, New Jersey.,  Bhe went there, If not abso-
Iutely a steanger, &till without the assigtance o
eazenilul to mew beginnera in the profession, It
was with her an experiment, and her hopes enme
from eondidence in hersell—her splendid health
and buoyunt epivita. She had to contend with
ignorance, anathy, and gettled physicians of ex-
pericnee and  skill, who, like most practitioners
in medicine, wers jeulons of and unfriendly to
new comers—oespecially fowands o woman, nn-
known, nnheralded and but newly wridduasted.

A young lowyer advertises limself, and waits
lome for afirst client, but what s that fo o wowan
with the popular prejudice agninst her sex, and
with questions of lile and death to be submitted to
Ler ekill? Dr. Studley, with womanly fruzst, put
a modest card in the papers, placed her sizn upon
the housze, and waited for her first patient. It
may be readily believed that she had abundant
lelsnre 3 bnt, she did not waste her time.  As we
have spen she had obtained much and varied
learning, and she hed withal a vigorouz and
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veraatile pen.  Her strengtli wae in her clear-
headed, ecommon-sense, and the gift of oxpressing
her thoughts in good English, never saying too
mueh or too little.  With a wise ealeulation of
the charng of attracting popular attention she
resolved to lecture on the subject of phyeiology,
first delivering » fow lectures to o promiseuons
andience, and then o conrse cxelusively to Indies.
Her first lecture wus delivered to between fifty
and a hundred enrious listeners; with whatever
feelings they came, they went away satisfied that
she knew how to freat her sulject with masterly
skill.  Mer experiiment a2 a lecturer was suceess
ful and satisfaetory, 1 potionts came in slowly,
they did eome; so that by the end of the first
vear Dr. Studley was o gellsapporting woman,
with the prospect of a fair share of the practive
of the eity.

More than fifteen yoars of teaching, however,
had Formed halits which eould not e wlholly
ovoercome 3 and although she Eibored zealously in
Lher own profession, thove was always an nnder-
current of longing for the teachers desk and in-
quiring studenta, A quiet city like Klizabeth dul
not entisfy her ambition; and after a residence of
abiout two years ehe Icft it and loented in New
York eity, where every thing had to be begun
anew. She met diffienltios wnd obstacles with
womanly determination, lectaring as before and
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using all legitimate meana to achieve suceess;
but Providenee had decreed that she ghould oe-
cupy a wider and more eongenial field of nseful-
ness,  Taking better counsel than that which
earried her to New Youk, she returned to AMaussa-
chussetts, and for a while practised medicing in
her native eity, Woreester, where she had many
friends who gladly weleomed her home,  She next
was offered amd accepted a position in tho State
Normal Schoal, at Framineham, as Professor of
the Natural Sciences, and as Resident physician.
ITere, she was indeed ut home. Her sindies in
medicine had not boer lost ; they had ronnded ont
her talents as o teacher, they had widened her
knowledge of human nature, end all her faenlties
were Tully developed, Thizs was, undoubtedly,
tho Bummer period of her life,  Bhe was to her
sehoburs, whot Mentor wus to Telemachus—a
guids, a coansellor and & friend—und they loved
her az such,

Twice she visited Enrope, each time in comn-
pany of a purty of younge and eager travelers and
slndents, and furnished some intevesting letters
to the Newark ddvertiver, giving praphic ac
eounts of thelr travels, From her last trip she
returned with somewhat impared health, the re-
gult of over-fatizne and anxiety, from which she
never fully recovered.  Bhe lecame nervons and
restless 3 and some action on the part of the man-
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agers of the Normal School, of which she did
not approve, led to her resiznation, and tem-
porary loss of employment.  Unwilling to return
to the practive of medieine ghe finally opened a
private school in Framingham, which opened with
every promise of sneeess and abundant veturns in
reputation aud money, Dt alas! a clond may
puddenly ohsenre the brightest sky; so it some-
times happensg, that what seems to be the houwr of
trinmph beeomes the hour of afllietion.

# Dioath comes toonll, his eold and zepless hand

Waves o'er the world, nnd eckoms us away,

Who shall resi=d the summons$ ™

The strain npon the great heart of the strong
woman had heen toolong endured ; the fatigue of
boudy nnd mind had been excesaive § niul even as a
host of loving friends and relntives were Tejole-
ing over the new departure, and eagor scholars
were wititing her words of wisdom and sympathy,
the Angel of Death claimed her as his own
There was bnt a momentary strugele, the light
fled from the eyes, the fimm lips clozed, and the
spirit of Mary [, Studley was Defors tle throne
of the Creator,

In character, Dr. Studley mingled strength
and tenderncss.  Slie was fearless n the dis-
charge of her duty, and her life was full of heroie
self-sacrifice, and rich in noble deeds.  In her
off-hand talks to ler scholars or assemblies, ehe
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wonld draw npon her exhanstless fuad of homor,
ereating ripples of langhter; and with the door
tlns opened, and the attention gained, sle would
erowid into their minds a wonderful ameount of
information. She haid a Iarge bead, a round face,
with honesty written in every line of i, and beight
eparkling eves, with a sweet clear veice. She
was warm in her friendships, und loved the so-
ciety of intelligent people. If she had her fail-
ings, whieh iz not traprobable, she lad & wonder-
ful way of hiding them from all Tt bevself and
her Gad,

Ag a writer, this little volume iz o fair ex-
awple of ler etyle and versatile powers. Her
love for the yonng was preat, amd ghe had a
strong desire to conlribute wll in her power Lo the
mental and physical developement of hér own
gex. Thiz volome will be found to eontain a
lavge store of illustration and informatios, show-
ing the extenzive and varied ebaracter of her own
studdies. Do Stndley has left other manuseripts
behind her which deserve to, and which we trust
may, some day, be permitted to reach the publie,

J. K. HOXYT.
Juxe 1, 1882, Newark, N. J.



