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PREFACE.

TrE following treatise had pased through eight
editions, and as it was still called for and seemed to
have sequired a somewhat permanent place in our
religious literature, I have prepared a pew edition,
oorrected and enlarged, and made uniform with “ The
Heart of Chriat.” The corrections, however,are mainly
-verbal and typographical. The additions consist of
an enlargement of Part TL and Part ITI. Impressed
wﬂhtllﬁlmpoﬂanueufﬂm theme quite as much as
when the work was first written, the author hopes
that his treatment of it will still find & candid hear-
ing among all denominations.

" E. H. 8
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INTRODUCTION.

No higher question can be offered to the human
intellect, than that of the method of salvation by
Jesus Christ. Hs unmeasured importance is obvi-
ons to ns, whenever in contemplative mood we open '
the pages of the New Testament, and find that a
splendid apparatns of means has been provided ;
for we know that this would not have been done
unlesa momentons interests were at issne. These
two questions, What are we ? and Whither do we
tend? will at times press painfaily upon thoughtful
minds, and demand an answer. Ideals of a better
state are haunting them, and producing within them
unutterable longings afier peace.

There are three topics which cannot fatl to com-
mand the interest and attention of those whose
minds are revolving the great problem of life : —

The evil, depravity, and suffering involved in the
buman condition; the darkness that broods upon
the earth and upon our own epirita.

+ Conceptions of a better state; dreams of perfee-



