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THE WHITMAN SAVED OREGON
STORY

Three Essays towards a true history of the Acquisition
of the old Oregon Territory (being nearly one-twelfth
of alt our domain on thiz continent), which was the
longest, the most remarkable — and when truthiully
told—the most interesting struggle we have ever made
for territory.
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INTRODUCTION.

A great amount of unexpected work connected with school

affairs making it necessary for me to defer the publication of
my “History of the Acquisition of the Old Oregon Territory

CORRECTIONS

Page 3. I find that a newspaper wketoh of My, Havvey W,
SBeott {on which I depanded} waa inecorrect in stoting that he
was o native of the old Oregon Territory, whersas he was born
in Illinois, in 1835, snd with his pareots migraled to the old
Oregon Territory when a boy of 1d; bat as ell his sobseqoent
eduention in school and eollege was in thet region with which
his life has now been clogely identified for more than half a
eentury, he is, far all praetical purposes cs much of an **Ore-
gonian,’’ ag if he had first beheld the light there.

Page 17. Fifteenith line from ihe boltom, e was omiited
after W, Tt should read, ‘*We folt thet,’” ete.

Page G8. Third line, May 26 should be Blay 16.

Page 83. Sinee publishing this book I have learned that Dr.
Bilas Heed was within o faw wecks of 78 years old when he
wrote this letter to Prest. L. G. Tyler.

Page 91, Tweniy-filik line, *‘was’ should be changed to
“way,’! a0 that it will Tend, **and in every way as worthless
historieally.*’

1t will be policad that not one of these trifling *finae-
enraeies,”” {which are the only ones yet eilher discavered hy me,
or teported to me by the few hostile erities whe have attacked
the book), has the slightest bearing on any question relating to
the Whitman Legend.

If any one discovers any inacenracy —typographical or other-
wise—in any of my writings, I shall be prently obliged if nofice
of the same is promptly mmled to me.

WM. L. MARSHALL.

Aungnst 21, 1005,
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7 infra, ~ !

Several of the topics in the “Strange Treatment” being also

treated in the review of Rev. M. Eells' “Reply,” it seemed
best, when printing these two essays together, to somewhat
amplify those topics in the “Strange Treatment” as it was
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INTRODUCTION.

A great amount of unexpected work connected with school
affairs making it necessary for me to defer the publication of
my “History of the Acquisition of the Old Clregon Territory
and the Long-Suppressed Evidence About Marens Whitman''
{which I had intended to publish before May 135, 1904) dll
the autumn of 1004, so that [ mav have the summer vacu-
tion to carefolly re-examine all s numerous quotations and
compare them with the nriginals, and to complete a very full
index to it, 1 have decided to issue a limited edition of these
three essays, more especially for the information of snme writers
whose study of the long struggle for nearly one-twelfth of all
our domain on this coutinent has been s0 exceedingly super-
ficial, that they are willing to accept such aggregations of blun-
ders as ¥, Mowry's “Marcus Whitman,”" and Rev. Dr. Eellg’
“Reply to Professor Bowrne,” and Barrows “Oregon,” ani
Nixon's “How Marcus Whitman Saved Oregon,” and Craig-
head’s “Story of Marcus Whitman,” as trustworthy historical
autharities.

The “Strange Treatment of Original Sources was published
September 3, Igo2, in the Taily Oregonian, for many years
the leading paper of Qregon, its publication having been ar-
ranged for, not hy me, but hy a prominent citizen of the old
Oregon Territory, who desires to have its history correctly
written.

Mr. Harvey W. Scoft {editor-in-chief of the Oregonian, and
first president af the Oregon Historical Society) is a native of
the old Oregon Territory, and not only ranks as one of the
most brilliant and suceessful of American newspaper ediiors,
but is beyond all question cxe of the very best, and probably
the best, informed man now Tiving, about the whole hisiory of
the old Orcgon Territory.

On reading the manuscript of the “Strange Treatment,”
without solicitation he wrote and put at the head of his edi-
m_ri%l page his opinion of it) in the editorial reprinted on page
7 infra. ! .

Several of the topics in the “Strange Treatment” heing also
treated in the review of Rev. M. Tells' “Reply,” it seemed
best, when printing {hese two essays together, to somewhat
amplify those fopics in the “Strange Treatment” as it was
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4 INTRODUCTION.

published in the Oregonian, s0 as to be able to cut out a good
deal of the matter in the review of M. Eells' “Reply” as it
was originally written, and still have it complete by references
to the appropriate pages in the “Strange Treatment.”

The discussion of Professor Bourne’s paper being a reprint
from the electrotype plates of the Transactions of the American
Historical Association for 19oo, necessarily retains the paging
it had in that volume.

My forthcoming hook will for the first time give the public
a full and connected history of the whole of the stroggle for the
acquisition of Oregon, as it appears from a very careful study
uf the original sources, anid will haye full chapters on the fol-
lowing (and other) topics:

(2) The Governmental Action to Secure Oregon from 1803
to 1872, Heing a Full Record of Diplomatic Negotiations with
France, Spain, Fngland and Russia; of Congressional Debates,
of Congressional Committee Reports and of the Explorations
and Reports Thereon of United States Naval and Military
Officers and Special Agents.

{#) The Truth About the Discovery of Routes Praciicable
for and the Development of the First Transcontinental Wagon
Road, 1806 lo 1840

{¢) The Truih About the Relation of the Hudson’s Bay
Company to the American Fxplotation, Occnpation and Settle-
ment of the Oregon Territory, as Stated in the Contemporane-
outs Letters, and Journals, and Reoports to the Government, and
Books, and Magarine Articles, of Every American—£ur trader,
scientist, missionary, private explorer or government officer or
leader of a party of emigrants—who left any such contem-
poranequs documents {as far as known) down to the Treaty of
1846, Much of this has never yet been published and much
mote 15 difficult of access.

(d) The Long-Suppressed Evidence About the Origin and
Purpose of Whitman's Ride.

{e) Afl the letters Whitman ever wrote making claims that
the establishment of his mizsion and his ride had been of henefit
ta the nation. WMuost of this hias been heretafore suppressed.

(f) The Long-Suppressed Evidence as to the Rapid De-
cadence of the Whitman-Spalding-Eells-YWaller Mission after
1839-40, and especially after 1843.

(g) The True Causes of the Whitman Massacre, with the
Conclusive Proof—snme hitherto suppressed and the rest diffi-
cult of access—of the tofal falsity of ihe accusation that the
Hudson’s Bay Company and the Catholics instigated or were
in any way responsible for that perfectly natural outharst of
Indian ferocity.

These chapters will contain all {and much more than all)
the evidence which submitted by me in manuscript, as stated
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on pages 48-51 infra, has convinced every historian whe
has had the privilege of reading it that the whole Whitman
Saved Oregon Story is a delusion, and the additional evi-
dence in these chapters, especially that which has been hereto-
fure suppressed, will prove quite as surprising as to the little
interest in the question of a wagon read to Oregon or the po-
litical destiny of Oregon displaved by Whitman and all his
associates from 1836 to 1843, and as to the true relation of the
Hudson's Bay Comipany (o the American exploration, accupa-
tion and settlement of Gregon, and as to the decadence of the
American Board Mission, and as (o the true causes of the Whit-
man Massacre, as the evidenee heretofore submitted proved to
be, as to the erigin and purpose of Whitman's ride.

As to all the other books, and magazine and mnewspaper
ariicles advocating the Whitman Saved Oregon Story, they,
without exception, are as far from being trustworthy history
as arc Dr. Mowry's “Marces Whitman™ and Rev. Dr. M. Eells”
“Reply,” bot to expose all their suppressions, and false assump-
tious, and misquotations, and misstatements would require a
thousand pages.

Barrows” “Oregon™ and Nixon's “ITow Marcus Whitnan
Saved Oregon” have had the widest circulation of any of
them, and neither book cven alludes to the existence of any of
the correspondence of Whitman and lis associates with the
American Board in 1840-41, which caused the Board to issuce
its destruetive order of Febroary, 1842 (which neither of them
cither quotes or alludes to]), which order was the sole cause of
Whitman's ride.

The simplest test of the value of any historical writing is
to examine the honesty and geeuracy of its quotations and its
stummarics of documents too long to quote, and any writer who
does not quote aceurately and summarize fairdy and impartially
is wholly anworthy of credence. 1 have compared every quota-
tion in Barrows’ “Oregon,” and Nixon's “How harcus Whit-
man Saved Oregon,” with the book, povernment document,
magazine or newspaper in which it originally appeared, or is
alleged to have appeared (for sume of the “guotations” are
pure fabrications, and never appeared as stated), and in neither
book is there so much as one bonest quotation on any important
disputed point,

On some unimportant disputed, and some important undis-
puted points, there are fair quotations, but on all the important
disputed points the gquotations range in unfairness all the way
from that device—as disreputable as it is ancient—of quoting
accurately up to a certain point, and stopping when the very
next succeeding paragraph of the context shows that the im-
pression sought to be created by the part quoted is directly
contrary to the facts; or quoting less than a hundred words



