TWO LECTURES ON THE
INQUISITION, DELIVERED IN
SPRING ST. CHURCH,
MILWAUKEE, MARCH, 1853, PP.
9-75



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649336388

Two Lectures on the Inquisition, Delivered in Spring St. Church, Milwaukee, March, 1853, pp. 5-
75 by Joseph G. Wilson

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOSEPH G. WILSON

TWO LECTURES ON THE
INQUISITION, DELIVERED IN
SPRING ST. CHURCH,
MILWAUKEE,
MARCH, 1833, PP. 5-75

ﬁTrieste






TWO LECTURES

OX

THE INQUISITION,

DELIVERED IN

SPRING ST. CHURCH,

MILWAUEEE,

BY REV. JOSEPH €¢. WILSON,

FEOF., MIIWAVLKEE UNVERSITY,

MARCH, 1853,

MILWAUDKEE:
£ M, ROOTH—ROOK AND JOB PRINTER
MWD CCLIT,






A CARD.

PROF. WILEOK .

There is great intercat expressed in your able and insfructive Tectures so
the Feguisition. We are deslrous to see them ln & permanent foem, that those
who did not, fear tham, os well sz ourselves, may hove the plaasure and profis
of their perueal

We therefura respeetfully solicit o copy for publication,

Gro, Fo Avston, Roer. B Gersers,

E. 1. Hovrox, 8. M. Deors,

B. G, Wesz, Rosrry Hivearn,

P, C. Hac, L. Kexxenr,

&. P. Hrwrre, J. L. Foserr,

J. 5. Dovoras, W. P, Fuavness,

H. 8. Brarox, A, Hornnoos,

L. H. Cotron, W. W. Laneg,

E. I}, Bazzs, Puiszas b, Jomsass,

IT. B. Drouexes, Aveny Hriur,

W, Tamcrosn, Fowre Parves,
J. W, Vam.

Milwoukes, March 30, 1853,

Milwaukea, April 4, 1853,

Messre, Gleo, F, Austin, B. D, Holton, 8. % West, P, & Hele, @ P, Hewilt, J.
& Douglas, I &, Diertas, v otlers - *
Gryvrievey —After some heeifntion, T hove deelded, ns soon a3 my pI'DIeE-
sional engagements will permit, to place & copy of the Lecturea which you
have exprossed 2 degire to puldish, b vour dispesal,
Y ourrs reapertiulky,
I, G WILSON






LECTURE I.

THE INQUISITION.

The right of every man to perfect liberty of Heligion and
of Conscience, a right guarantied by the Creator, as the sacred
heritage of the soul, inseparable from its existence and indis-
pensable to its responsibility, has been maintained and de-
fended by zll good Governments, Civil and Ecclesiastical, in
every age of the world; and is restrained only by tyrants.—
Persecution for the exercise of the riphts of Conscience, is
repugnant to the profound mysterics of human life, and to
the inviolable principles and order of Nature. All the re-
fined instinets of the human soul ery out against it; and the
only apology that can be presented in extenuation of the,
atrocities of & former ape, must be derived from the igno-
rance and barbarism of those by whom they were enacted.

Opinions may be confuted without prejudice to right; but
freedom of thonght and of expression may not be suppressed
without sin in the sight of God, and viclence against man,—
Within the domain of Conscience, no Potentate nor Priest
has a right to enter ; and the intruder within that sacred en-
closure should he expelled, as the apostate angels were re-
jected from the Courts of Heaven,

A Church “out of which there is no salvation,” has no
divine warrant for enforeing the true faith upen unwilling
digciples; for Jehovah bimeelf] in all the merciful discipline
of Providence and Grace, recognizes and respects the moral



8 THE INQUISITION,
freedom and personal responsibility of his people. The
Government, therefore, or Hierarchy, which pronounces sen-
tence of proscription upon opinions or doectrines to which
milliong of men, enlightened and honest, conscientiously ad-
here, is a bold, présumptuous nsurpation of the prerogative of
Jehovah—an assumption of despetic power, inconsistent
with the rights of man and the peace of the wold; for
shauld a wheole nation agree to worship aceording to the rit-
nal of the Grand Lama, or Sovercign Pontif, to-day, they
may be burned to-morrow for baving done so, either by the
eapricious monarch, or by his unprincipled successor,

Those persons, whether Cathalics or Protestants, who, in
eontempt of personal interest, and in the face of danger, en-
dure persecution, are martyrs to their convictions of truth-—
the world’s true noblemen, worthy of a better fate than ex-
ile or imprisonment; to whose memery we might appropri-
ately, in emulation of the spirit of antiquity, creet altars and
statues, as having displayed the highest efforts of human
virtue.

American citizens hold in reprobation the principle of In-
quisitorial persecution, and the artful app-eals of Priesteraft
cannot reconcile them to the diabolical poliey of tyrants:
The American guaranty of the freedom of Conscience, in
the Constitution of the United States, is not merely an ar-
rangement of policy, but the expression of a fundamental
principle, of universal adaptation—founded upon the na-
ture of man and the Law of God; and every coercive
measure, in violation of this principle; by Chureh or Btate,
by Catholics or Protestants, calls for the reprobation of the
whale civilized warld.

Violent exceptions do not destroy the principle—flagrant
fanatical ontrages do not justify its ropadiation, and even the
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Italian States should be required, by the moral force of civ-
ilized nations, to pay respect to this primary article of the
Christian faith. Every Roman Cathedra] and humble Chapel
in the country is a monument of the Catholic liberality of the
founders of our Government; for had they imitated the ex-
ample of the Bect of Rome, freedom of Conscience would
have been accorded only to the dominant majority. Every
free government, and every truly Catllic Church, respects
and cherishes the rights of minorities.

American citizens in Italy, and protesting Catholics,
should be permitted to exercise the rights of conscience,
even in sight of the Vatican, as dothe vassals of the Pope,
under the protecting Epis of the Constitution of the United
States; and the burning indignation of the world should be
aroused agminst the State or Counetl, Civil or Eeclesiastical,
which subjects God's freemen to forture, imprisonment or
death, for non-conformity to prescribed religious degmas or
ceremonies,  The despotism which makes non-conformity a
penal offense, is a disgrace to the governing party, and an out-
rage upon the governed.  The Church which cannot be saved
without so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of its Priesthood,
deservesto die—and 1t will die, for it is blasted by the breath
of the Almighty, and its ghostly officiale shrick in agony at
the entrance of the light, and burn the Bible which reveals
to the perishing tribes of earth the way of Life.

Freedom of thought, of speech, and of worship, is an in-
alienable right; becavse the relation of man to the Creator
is prior and paramoeunt to that which he sustains to soctety, and
cannot. be affected by the changing relations of social and
political life. To estublish and enforce any =ysiem of wor-
ship, transcends the lawful prerogative of an aceidental ma-
jority, or ol a permagently dominant party.  The carelessand



