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GENERAL PREFACE.,

Irv this edition of SHAKESFEARE an attempt i3 made to
present the greater plays of the dramatist in their literasy
aspect, and not merely as material for the study of philslogy
or grammar. Criticism purely verbal and tcxtual has only
been included to such an extent as may serve to help the
stedent it the appreciation of the essential poetry. Questions
of date and litermry history have beon fislly dealt with in the
Introductions, but the larger space has been devoted to the
interprelative rather than the matter-of-fact order of scholar-
ship. Aesthetic Judgments are mever final, hot the Editors
have attempted to suggest points of view from which the
analysis of dramatic motive and dramatic character may be
profitably undertaken. In the Notes likewise, while it is
hoped that all enfamiliar expressions and allusions ave been
adequately explained, yet it has been thooght even more
important to consider the dramalic value of ezch scepe, and
the part whicth it plays In relation to the whole. These
general principles are common to the whole series ) in detail
each Editor iz alone responzible for the play or plays that have
been intruzted to him.

Every wolume of the series has Deen provided with a
Glossary, an Dssay upon Metre, and an Index; and Appen-
dices have been added upon points of special interest, which
could not conveniently be treated in the Introduction or the
Wotez. The text is based by the several Editors on that of
the (Fivdsr edition : the only omissions made are those that are
unavoidable inan edition likely to beused by young students.

By the systematic arrangement of the introdectory matter,
and by close attention to typographical details, every effort
has been made to provide an edition that will prove con-
venicnt in w=e,
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INTRODUCTION.

. LITERARY HISTORY OF THE PLAY.

THE earliest known edition of fuline Cesar is that of the
Firgd Falip, 1023, in which the plays were for the first tme
collected, We have no knowledge of the text on which it
was based; but the passapges which show distinet sighs of
corruption are few: the readings are rarely open to serious
question.

The means of scttling the datc when the play was written
are to be found (1} in references to i, or m paraliel paysages,
in contemporary writers; {2} in phrases here and there in the
play which point to some particelar period ; (3 and in char-
acteristics of scansion, construction, or thought, marking the
particolar phase of the auther’s

(1) A passage iz quoted from Drajton’s Farons Wars,
1503, a revised edition of his Merfismeriador—

“ In whome, in peace, the clements all lay
So mixt," &o,

which bears an obvious resemblance to Shakespeare's

* His life was gentle, and the elements
S0 mixed im bim,"" e,

If one of the two authors was borrowing from the other, the
borrower was more probably Urayton ; but it is quite as pro-
bable that the case is merely one of coincidence, and really
proves nothing.

But in Weever's 8firror of Marfyrs, 1601, are the lineg—

**The many-headed multitude were drawne
By Brutus' speech, that Ceesar was ambitious.
When eloquent Mark Antonie bad shewne
His vertues, who but Brutus then was vicious?™



