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PREFACE.

HOPE that you, my dear young recaders, may some

day have the good fortune to know the guaint and
beauotiful city where I have laid the scene of ihis liitle
story ; for among all the citics of Eorope there is none
more interesting, and which people leam {o love better,
than Florence, — “ Flarenes, the (airest and most faimous
of the daughters of Kome!™ as Lante calls her. ¥ou have
doubtless seen on youor maps that Florence is situated
in the northern part of Ttaly. It is a city of noble
antiquity, having existed, same historians tell us, as early
as the Roman period.  Tn the twelfth century it was
already the most important town of Tuscany, and after-
wards became the capital of the independent duchy of
that name; and there the princes and duokes held their
court. In 1361 all the provinces of Italy were united into
one kingdom under Victor Emmanuel, and the court was
removed to Rome, 1870, DBut Florence is still visited
every spring by many of the nobility of Europe, on account

of its delightful climate, its rich art galleries, and its many



