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Beaben Reabes.

A little leaven leaveneth the whele lump.”
GALATIANS v. g.
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“ But ye are a cholen generation, a royal
priefthood, an holy nation, a pecu-
liar people; that ye fhould fhow
forth the praifes of Him who hath
called you out ef darknefs into his
marvellous light.” —1 PeT&R ii. 9.
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Tothe profane and worldly-minded man,
fuch a text of Scripture as that which |
have juft repeated is unintelligible: the
confident and preflumptuous may per-
vert it to the foftering of pride and an
uncharitable {pirit; but. tg the humble,
ferious, diligent 'Chriﬂgin.n, it r:dnva_',rs, to-
gether with abundant encburagement and
confolation, much of folemn admonition
and of implied rebuke. In faét, no pas-
fages of Scripture are more awful to a
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Chriftian than thofe which fpeak to him
of his privileges and. dignities; for he
knows the end for which, he has been
invelted with them, the refponhbilites
which they involve, and the imperfect
manner in.which thefe refponfibilities
have been anfwered,

Every title of relationthip or of ho-
nour which a reconciled God confers
upon his adopted children, implies duties
of cerrefponding importance: his mes-
fage of reconciliation, and his promifes
of grace, intimate his expediations of
fome adequate returns. * I have chofer
you and ordained you,” fuid our bleifed
Lord to his apoftles: Why? “Thatye
fhould go and bring forth fruit™ ( John
xv, 16). “ Now are ye light in the
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Lord,” exclaims St Paul, in the language
of congratulation: What then? * Walk
as children of light * (Eph. v. 8).

No rule of equity can be more un-
queftionable, or of mere univerfal appli-
cation, than this—* To whomloever
much is given, of him fhall be much re-
quired ” {Luke xii, 48). The Chriftian,
therefore, who knows the exceeding pre-
cioufnels and importance of the talents
with which he has been put in wruft—
who remembers that there has been given
to him the pear] of great price—thar he
Bas within his gralp the unfearchable
riches of Chrift—cannot but tremble to
think how little he may have profited
by them. And when he recollects the
furpafiing dignities which are conferred
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upon him by the Holy Spirit, who has
defignated him as ¢ cholen of God, 2
joint heir with Chrilt, a prieft, a king,”
he cannot but contraft the realities of
his own religious charafter with the
fpiritual perfeétions implied in all and
each of thefe appellations, under a hum-
bling fenfe of his deficiencies,

At the fame time he finds, in thefe
delcriptions of his privileges and immu-
nities, abundance of encouragement and
ftrong confolaticn. He reflects, that, if
Chrift has indeed wrought in him thele
glorious capacities, it could not have
been with a view to his fatlure; that, if
he muft ftill be contented to remain far
from that perfeflion to which his foul
alpires, he is infinitely removed from




