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CHAPTER L.
THFE BAPTISTS AND TITF RIBELF,

N the Auwtobiography of Dr. Lyman Beecher
(vol. it p. 87), v a letter addressed by him
to Lz zon Edward, then preparioe for the Cou-
grepationa] ministey, ocoins this curious paassage:
“There 15 only ope thing which vou will hayve
to watch amd pray agminst; thal is the worbid
sensibility of what mway be termed a nervous
conscience; by which 1 mean a conscience made
preternaturally sensitive and fearful.  This 1
bave remson Lo believe has worried many a
wan Gll he became a Baptist through cxeess of
counseienee,” S0 wholesome a reroll did this
[::u]terlnl eaution produece from “exeess of con-
seience,” that pot only did the voung student
abandon his growing Thptlﬂt prodilections, but
noe one of D, ﬂnmlwrs househiold  hns ever
sinee been driven thus by consoicnce inte the
Baptist ranks.
The notion here insinuated, that Baptist con-

ik
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seientionsnesa 18 at bottom only serupulosity,
bighly flavored with obetinacy, is not unnsual,
and perhaps under all the circnmstances not un-
natural, in the ensual observer. The skillinl
partisan knows how to seize an apt point of cir-
cumstanes, to present an imposing front by mar-
shulling his meagre facts into a battle-line Jong
though thin, and so to win by impresston rather
than by mensuring weapons.  In the conrt of
projudice the brillianey of the indictment iz
accepted as conclusive of the facts, and judicial
iy is dizspensed with,

Such an opportonity has been afforded, and
abundantly Gmproved, in the vecent dealings
between the Baptisis and ihe American Bible
Socicty.,  Consider how formidable a case iy
be made by the bare statement of a few lucts,
with plaunsible inferences therefrom, viz.:

1. The real guestion at izzue is the {ranslation
of a single word, and that in a single sense—
the Dhible Society being willing to translate the
Greek word by a “generie” term, o1 to transfer
it untranslated —Did ever “jot and tittle” hread
g0 great o controversy before?

2. Because the Society will not concede this
puint, the Daptists alone of all the co-operating
denominations  withdmw, — What a2 wanton
breaeh of the “[Tnity of Christendom,” becanse
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an unsectarian Society will not violate its organic
and fundamental principle!

About these two main positions now deploy
askirmish line of supplementary snggestions,
such as:

4. The Baptists cling tenaciously to immersion
as the only baptism.—Ilow absurd to obstruct
the coming rergn of “sweetness and light™ by
thus superstitiously exalting the “letter” above
the “spirit” of the ordinance!

4. The Baptists stand almost alone “apainst
the Western world” in this.—IHow presump-
tuous in them to condemn the aocient church
by rejecting infaut baptisin!  How arrogant to
reflect upon ihe present churcl by their
“elose communion™ dectrine!

5. The Baptistz, as known in history, have
somehow been pretty uniformly “in the oppo-
sition."—This seems {o swreest swwe ioherent

Ay wardness of temper, or obliguity of doctrine,
tending to the theory that the ouly way to
“please God™ is to be “contrary to all men”

Probably the above eounts would be remarded
Ly ihe most raneid anti-Baptist az sufficiently
vigorous and comprchensive to present the ease
in itz strongest features, (amd perhops io his
judgment to close it iu the opening.) Dut patient
exarnivation will often show how a statement



