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ROBERT BURNS.

-

A SUMMARY OF HIS CARRER AND GENIUS

4 They sy Lesl men are menkled ond of fanlts,
Aad, for the most, beesma mnch marve the Lotter
For being a Hitle bad
— Meagrre for Nemsnre, Act v Seene 1,

4 Babve vetnabe vite ango
Et speciten venientis Sl —(x Bronasay

L—INTRODUCTORY.

Ix a Liblicgraphy, seareely inferioe in variety to that which hias
sathered around Shakespeare, there is o dract with the head-
ing, “ Men wine livve Tniled”  Tis purpose is apparent ) we
can eonstrucl the sermon feome the lexl, as Cuvier recon-
siructed 4 monster [rom the wspection of a bowe: but the
Litle, as applied, i3 falee,  Whatevor Muwmns's medts or de-
werits as a man, the vitnl part of lis carcer was a swift sue-
coss, and, what is of more mewenl, i lasting. Every decade
in which Lis presence recedes lis power wrows: Ius pos-
sionate strepgrl: has overlenpt the bavrlers of his diadect,
Almost every British evitic, during the last half century, has
pelted or hatled him: everythiog thal shoebl be snid of him,
el everything that should nod, has been said, eiten clunsily,
often disconnectedly, yet on the whele exlhanstively ; so tlat
little venaning but to eorrect condlieting exaggerations,  Burus
hias suffered from two sets of assailents. The “uneo guid,”
who “eompouiid for™ social meauness and religious malice, y
A
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dononing other things * they bave o nind Lo, had o seore
against him, which, during Lis life and after, they did theic
best 1o pay @ aml they believed him o be woese than Le
was beeawse they wished it The "unee ™ bl were leen o
exngwernin hiz wonlmess, thob they wight theow over e
cwn vulgne viees the shield of his groat pome. On the
other bawd, the idolatvy of o noatden, prone Lo canondse s
illnstrioms demd, bag oppositely orred. % Noopoet, Brom the
Bl stnger of Troy dowawanlds, iz lis peer ;™ 5 Whnt would
becote of the civilised world weve Tis writings olditesited -
gneh arve the comman-places of fosiival specclies, of journalists
patrictically  inspined. Tle Tas been worshippod, shouted
about, preached at, pointed Lo as o warping, held Tocth as an
example,  * The voar of Mz dmnlands ™ Las prockamed him
asainty the gring worndist, Ao e zeelot’s joy, bos denmmesd
L ws the chiel of sinpes. TU ds ws matnsal as Dhoroless
that o recent  gecomplishod  Mowrapher, aselecled on Lhe
Hernelitear principle of  comirasts, should sigh  over lis
“Boeinion deadencies” aml daiutilty regees ihe publication
of s quencliless satives: iL is lwevituble ilat o Hleracy
eensor, whnse writings arve senctimes mnodels of stvle always
wirrors  of cowpliveney, sloell lalel his woed-notes az
Davdly  supcutize.  He Doz ol plenty of peaise, pleaty
of Dlame, mongh of = allowarces,” [ay wore than enough of
peetvomingze s T lag raeely bad—swhat few ween have often
— = aiiple juslice, i

“ Tl worle of Baros,” saves Lis fies edilr, © maty b con-
gidered as o wimnnent not to kiz own vauie ouly but te the
expiting gening of anoaneient aanl independens nation” The
antithesia of one cliel’ Intinist etler eepresenta the sobitude
of sur chiel poct, who wag ot onee the last of the old awl
the livsl of the new, e vine i ghe pntnmn o evening of
onr wortlern liteenture, Lot arooud Tiw way the freshaoss of
the wmorming and the Moy, Like Chaneer, he stood on the

edge of Lwe evns, wnd wie o prophet as well as a recorder,
ciubalming awd exabiog legend aod song, altventing and
vemding  nveterate  superstitions; e salivist as owell as
the Tyrist of Lis wee A docobite and o Jacobin, holding
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ot linmds to Clarlio over the straits aud 1o Wishineton
peross the Atlantie, the memuonent of Lis verse " velustio
vike Jmage " hears oo Leasn vendontis wvl” Tapil of
Dweay, waster of Tavoabill, it i= oatoral chet Chloris
awd Danpon slonb] Tinger in his pages bestde Joan o Gavin
awd Dhvie, awd tle begors e Napse's splore, Everyoue
of julgment secs that his st uiederived ol prssionnto
work was hig lest, that Lis Tmae vests oost fimaly on the
records of lis wildest or Breest tacods s aore oo Lhe Songes
and the Satives sl Taw Fslanter and the Caotala than
om the S Uottar’s Satvrdny Night”  Tint oo realise bis
relation o the thonehl sl wsic of his conntry regnives
i stwdy of his sotecedents, Cor space comdines us tooa Delel
stateqnent of Liis historieal position and an exlibition of Lis
elrgeter inoa suneminry of Lis life,

Purns was au elentod, It mot o learned man, ol he
dresy pext W oottdng from owe enrly Tilerainees, OF the old
Balluds, despite Lis residence i the border Tood, Treowede
comiparatively little nse. The seventeenth century lad Titile
to wive himy when the sivife of Covenanter and Cavalier
Lelid thre hesrts sl threatered the lives of noen, the northern
Muses were i, Doelry was sheivelliad mnder the frown
of Preshytories.  The stream of native song leol Leen
Howing, nider black weeds, 411l i eame to lighid again in the
dieobite minstrelsy —whove the spivt of the Lills lirst makes
el felt in Lhe voices of he phin—in the pasturals of

vy, Lhe Dresh cinvass of Thowzon amd Deattie, nud
the sketelies of native file byv Ferousson.  Frow tlwse, Lis
generonsly acknowloleel wasters, Durns inhesited wuel
wost fromw the dllstnrred gonius of the last. The loves,
suimosibies, and teptations of the two pocts were akin g
they were bothy almost te boastiog, devotees of tnlependence;
buth keen patriots, they wers alike inspired with w livid
Diate of their country’s Lesevting sin, hypoodsy ; bt there is,
ol g osuendler seale, the sae diffeeues letween thenme that
there is between Chaveer and Shakespeare, = The Farmer's
Ingle™ is o qoapint pieture of 0 rustic Greside noeth of
the Twesd, b The Cottar ™ 0= a4 store of looschold words
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for every Scottish home in the nincteenth century; “1'lain-
stadmes andd Covsey " pradile, with playtnl lamenr, of the
freaks awnd follics of the society thal woves over them; but
about the DLridees that span the Ihoon there is thrown the
woonlight of the fairies of the © Midsummer Night” In
creater measure, Durng was the heir of the nameless winstrels,
on whoss ungraven tombs he throws a wreath of lourels wet
with grateful tears. But he likewise exalts them, idealising
their plain-spoken pathos or Yanghter, maling their local
interests nniveraal and aliding,

e was enabled Lo do so by the fack of his being inspived
by the apivit of the Folure s well as of the Past. e lived
when the se-called * Rowantie” literary wovement had been
initintedl by the publication of Perey’s Helignes, Macpherson’s
Ossinm, amd the dmmortnl forgeries of the mest precocious
cening i oour tengue.  Durns never naines Clatlerton,—
probubly beeanse he emidd not read lis masterpieces—hmt
they bave muny points of econtact.  Poth wore emphatically
Bards, as opposed 1o the pects of enlture by whon they
were, in the eighieenth century, almost exclusively preceded;
Loth were “sleeploss sonls,” but thelr themes lay far apart.
The mysteriously steanded ehild to whose dingy gnrect thers
came visiona of armies in the air, the flapping of novens’ wings,
the sound of scas in a Lol like tlwt of Kulls Khan, is
the uneestor of Colevidze on his magic side; Bums, of
Wordsworth, to wlumn he beguenthed his pathetic interpreta-
tion of nature; and of Dyrow, the inheritor of his © passions
wilid and stromzg™  They are together petrels of the storm
that, shaking “thrones, princedoms, powers, dominions,” con-
verted Versailles into o moral Pompeii, and drove the classic
eanons of art inte a musetin of antiquities.  The “Freedom
dreste in Dlodde stevned veste™ of the one 15 like the “stal-
wart ghaist” with the © sacred-poesie-Libertie” of the other.
But if the Mowley poems had any influence on Burns, i
caute hrdirectly throngh Cowper, who may have borrowed
the Olney Hymn, "Gl meves in o mysterions way,” from
Chatterton’s, beginning “0 God, whose thunder shakes the
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ghy,” and DLanded on the same devotional wmcod o the
anther of the prayer—
S0 thon Gread Debug whit Thow ard
Hurpidss o bo kiow,"

The same breath Blows throngl diverse justraments that
lve, ns regards religion, (he sane note of scorn for insin-
cerity, aud Beneath it once wajor key of perplexity, awe, awl
resignation.  The defiance that vises i Queen Mab and the
Hevolt of Islamn, almost to the shrlloess of a sheiek, the
lurid Bicht of the red star of Caln, belongs to a later aee

Witliam Cowper—a reed shaken with the wind, and yet
i prophet—ao terror-stricken Yeestoway,” and yel the mest
conspicnons lgwder of w mevole, foamd in SMeotland o vicegerend
greater thiun Limsell—-a wighty wass of wavhoed, who, [1ee
froou the telleetnnl letters that bound, the ghastly elonds
that obacnred bis elder contemporary, strmek more ringing
blows, and soarcd wto a hisher heaven.

Finally—gpeted Ar Curlyle Lo the contrary—the condition
of our literalure at the time was, on the whole, Bavonrable to
the appearance of our grealest interpreter. 1t has boen the
fashion to talk contemptoonsly of the men who, theagl with
different 1deas of finish, renved many of the foundations upon
which we build; lul, if we except DPoetry and Ihysieal
Beience, the eigliecnih eentnry prodoaced most of what the
uineieenth is content (o criticise, ' In itz latter hall” says
Mr Charles Beott in & popor displaying rare insight aod
sympathy, “Beotland was at the eolmination of its intel-
leetual glory, Tt never stood higher relatively to the vest
of BEurope”  After supporting lLis assertion by the names of
Humne, Robertson, Heid, Stewart, and  Adam Smith, he pro-
eecils, “The Lench, the Bar, and the Palpit were adorned by
men whe, sometimes rowgh uid guaint, were always vigorons
and original.  We had in these days the oreatest statesimen
Britain has scen . . . the appeoach of the Frenel Tevolo-
tion had stitred the Blood of the peeple o . . their great
poet alone was wanting.  The hour stimele and the man
appeared.”
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IL—SURVEY OF BURNS LIFL
[.— First Peeiod, Altooy, 1750—1766, (B 1-T)

Trns wag gualified to Le s pational poet Ly his st
from the mesting of ol the walers of his country’s Hierature,
o tess s by Lhe circumstanees of his Divch and the grasp
af his gening Seion of o f2nily on the Nerth-Kast, mem-
Liers of which, by s own aceonnt, had sharwl the fortuncs
of the Foarl of A, le was born and lived in the Sontl=
West wmony the descendants o the Covennnters,  He wag
i opeasant tore in vivine of Tis proniling thenes Qan by
Bis actunt vk, Adidvessing every goade from the Prinee
of Wales Lo powdside Lratops, the “annals of the poeor” are
denrest Lo the heart of one who was often by painfol experi-
ence familinr with ther sorvees. Dod Burns Dimsell, save
latterty as o governmenl ollicial, never did a day’s work for
others then Limsel! awd hig family,  His father’s status as
i Lenand fowmer o the Towlamds was egqnivalent to thet of
an English veoman.  1lis own position ino gociety, in the
tower seetion of the middle class, went with hiz eidueation
aml lig free spinit to omake hin as much ab ease in the
reception rrome of the arisioeriey as o the lanes of Manch-
line.  Everytling conspired to nake him what he was, a
national  rether thea o pessant poct Toooone of  Lhe
passiees in which hie almost petolantly resents the claims
of rank. he speaks of s *anclent but igneble blood™ Qo
the snme spivic Tevenger, suswering thoee who ©eriticise g
praaliey G before Dig uame, wijoices o boeing ©a very scanp
of commonstntp” Bug both were only halt in carnest, and
neither without soine pride io Ueir aneestors, Those of Buros
can Le tracedd at least to che later years of ihe zeventeenth
cenbury, when they ave found well settled in the Mesrns, 16
is worthy of nole that the poet’s grandfather, inspived by a
zeal which clevaetorized hig deseenidants, boil the st selool-
howze i Che efsiviet of his fme. s thind son, William, lomn
o 1T, comtinre] to veside i Kineaedineshine till 1748,
whien he migrate] sonthwards ag a gavdener; in 1718 lnying
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ot the  Fihinbuweeh wendows, el e 175300 omwands
similarly eoguged i Ayeshive, Gl having taken a fense of
sevenr aeres e Adloway, he Tdle on e, laveely with Tns
ewne Tends, the < anbd elay Digein "' of two roons, to which,
i LTA7, at the aoe of Alickv-six, le beonclit homwe his
bride, Aanes Diown of Mavbole. T tlids honse—unow
alinost u. Mocen 1o nonthern Putriots— Holoyt, the (rst o=
gpring of tlae marviagze, was borre on the 2500 Janwary 1759,

Tor the Litle record Telt of Uue eottage Tite ac Alloway,
wioae dmdebted to theee sonetimes  eontlickinge antlori-
ties :—Vurns" Tetter (vl v 42203 to Dro Moere (Ao,
1787 that sddvessal 1o Mrs Duonlop Ty his Baother
Gilbert ; ad  the  reoinizesness  of Lis tuter, My Jolm
Muordech, a young man of rarc accomplishments ol
sagacity, to whon during  there ehildboaod, anl wnel Lo
their  preofit, the edocation of  the fawily waz i large
messnee comnitled. The auwoblosmaphic sheteh is o strangs
cheguer of Tacey, philosopliy, end recklessness, weitten in
Ui supshine of suecess, croszel by the shale of atilictions
and of follics, which the writer was stndianeonsly deploe-
img and recommitting e dg owrillen with great appayent
candony, el witle 1l anthor's constant foree of stvle; the
Lacts, often lghoed up by Trillaneies of seting, are soneliuges,
it weey be, magnificd in the haze of oseivation. Tooo the
blessing or bane of the excess of this fzenluy, Gilberi—the
only other junior wenber of e family who inoa eapdd
sheteh culls for conenl—was, w Liz matuncy at heast,
strulandy free. A intollizent and eanny Heot of enlavged
wind, T is stdlionsly proper, vespectable, aud onthsdox,
speaking in one steain of < oan atheist, aodeleamene, o0 any
vile thing”  The dw oomwere or less ayvippathetie apologi=t for
hig Lrother's wenkiesses ; bt in the interests of trath or of
popdar feeling, he wore than once attempts Lo disenchan
Loliert's marvative of an element of rowanee, B The poet
atteibotes the Buoily migation southwsod o polittes] cimses,
describing  his aneestors ws “renting  lands of  the aeble
Keiths of Morischal,” as having lad © the hononr of sharing
their fute ™ amd “shaking lawls with ruin for what they




