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PREFACE.

In the present work I place before the reader in an English form, the famous Poem
of Aratos which has supplied our modern world with the now familiar ancient
constellations. The Phainomena was one of the most popular productions of
antiquity, and its theme is replete with a many-sided interest—astronomical,
historical, mythological, and psychological. On Hellenic astronomy generally
1 have touched only elightly, for reasons mentioned in the following pages ; and
the work purports far more to indicate than to exhaust the numerous lines of
thought and branches of investigation which are connected with stellar research
generally and with the Phainomena in particular. The statements of Aratos are
frequently very incorrectly quoted, and it seemed desirable, in the first place, to
place them plainly on record, and to accompany them with a short Introduetion
and some brief fllustrative notes. Certein lines of investigation and study of the
Poem have become obsolete, for reasons which will appear to the reader as he
proceeds. One of the chief points of interest in the enquiry is the connexion, ever
becoming clearer, between Hellenic and Euphratean astronomy, a subject neces-
sarily almost entirely unknown to earlier writers,
This work is also in strict continuation of my former studies on

The Sun (The Great Dionysiak Myth),

The Moon ( The Unicorn, and The Myth of Kirk?é), and

The Stars (The Law of Kosmic Order, and Eridanus: River and Constellation).

The same system, mythological and general, which I have supported and

illustrated in former monographs reappears in these pages. It does not pretend

a



