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Tria little work aima to tell briefly and simpiy
the new story of Creation. The Greek name Gemesiz
is kept in the title, not only on aceount of ita old
aml sacred uvee, but becouse its original meaning of
birth,— & meaning which also appears in the Latin
name of Nature,—makes it & most appropriate term
for the natural ercation which acicnce sces. This
Creation,—so much  vaster than the Biblieal story
shows, not * ended " then or sines, but never-ceasing
and everywhers still seen, and wrought s0 or-
ilerly and beactifully through continual birth and
growth,—leads to so much lager and more cev-
erent thonghtz of the creative Power, that it is
hoped the book epmy have even a religious value.

H. M. 2,

MliMEAroLE, Moy, 2, 1882,
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I

THE LD GEXEEIR STORY.

Ovr Bible hegins with a chapter on the en-
csiz of the world and its inhabitants. The story
has much in common with that on the old
Assyrian tablets recently discovered at Nineveh,
and probably both were derived from those older
Bﬂh}"]ﬂﬂiﬂ.ﬂ legends which have fornished much
to the opening chaptera of the Bible. Bat the
story has assumed new beauty under the Hebrew
pen. lts style is coneise and simple, its thonght
poetic.  Instead of the various heathen deities,
it now shows the Hebrew God as Creator.  Nor
does it, as many suppose, rudely pictore a visible
deity mechanically shaping all things. It rather
represents a Creator speaking with majestic
commands: “Let there be light™; “Let the
waters be gathered together’; * Let the carth
bring forth.” These phrases seem almost to
indicate the coneeption of a spirit working,

unseen and silent, through the fiat of law., And
)
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the whole chapter, ve simple, calm and strong,
merits ita high rank among ancient cosmogonies,

But of course we do not expect perfection in
it. The magnitude of the world being still
unknown, the story innocently made ecreation
brief,—the work of a few days. Naturally, too,
the legend was inflnenced by that more ancient
institation, the Sabbath, and the work made to
fill just a week.

For long before this account was written the
week was widely kept as a sacred division of
time. It seems to have originated in the old
worship of the seven vizible planets, including
gun and moon. To these planets, or gods, as
they were often fancied, many things were dedi-
cated in series of sevens, and among them the
snecessive days. Marks of the old enstom still
remain in our names Sunday and Monday or
Moon-day. Our names of the next four days
are taken from corresponding Teutonic gods,
but in the French language we still see them
called after the planets: Mardi or Mars’ day;
Mercredi or Mercury’s day; Jeudi or Jupiter's
day; and Vendred: or Venus' day. The seventh
was consecrated to the farthest planet, and we
still eall it Saturday or Saturn’s day. On account



