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PREFACE.

Tazese leetures were delivered at the Newton The-
ological Institution, near Boston, in May last, I had
been requestéd to discuss subjects connected with

- Homiletics, and the place of delivery was the lecture-
room of the church., It was therefore necessary
that the lectures shonld be popular in tome, and
ghould abound in practical suggestions, Under such
circumstances, I could not fail to perceive the diffi-
eulty of {reating, in four or five lectures, so vast a
subject as the History of Preaching, Tor this history
is interwoven with the general history of Christianity,
which itself belongs inseparably to the history of Civ-
ilization. Yet I greatly desired to develop, however
imperfectly, the leading ideas involved in the history
of preaching ; to show what causes brought about the
prosperity of the pulpit at one time and its decline at
another ; to indicate the great principles as to preach-
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ing which ;m:a thua tanght we. I trust that my at-
tempt may be of service to those who have never made
ﬁny sarvey of this wide field, and may stimulate
some persons to study particular portions of it with
thoroughness, and thus gradually to fill up the gap
which here exista in English religions literature,

The principal helps which are accessible, chiefly in
other languages, are mentioned in the Appendix,
‘While using them with diligence, I have soarcely ever
gimply borrowed their statements, and in soch cases
have always indicated the fact. Where not giving the
results of my own study and tesching in the past, I
have sought to test by personal examination the ideas
and critical judgments of others, before adopting
them, At some points my knowledge hae of necessity
been quite limited. If errors have arisen as to matter
of fact, I shall esteem it a favor to have them pointed
out. Asregards the merils of particular preachers,
there is of course much room for difference of opin-
ion. The sketches of eminent preachers are naually
very slight, but it could not be otherwise if space was
to be saved for peneral ideas and for practical hints.

Some farther explanations will be found st the be-
ginning and end of the closing lectura,
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The kind roeception given to the lectnres at New-
ton by a general andience of ladies and gentlemen, as
well as by the Faculty and Students, has led me to
hope that they may find readers who are not ministers,’
but who take interest in preaching, in Christianity, in
hiztory.

God grant that the little volume may be of some
- real uge,

GrEENVILLE, 8. (., Oct., 1876
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