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TO Miss M 1. BOYLE.

Mv opear DMiss Bovor,

I dedicate to you a work, the greater part of which
was written many vesrs ago, and long before I had the
slightest intention of subimilline anything | wrote to pub-
lic criticism.. It was intended originafly for the amose-
ment of some of my pnrHﬂnnl ends - but maoy of the
papers got beyond that limited civele, and some 1 pah-
lished myself anonymoualy in varous periodicals®
Thoze which warg s Pl:lhli:-'.her], recelved from por=ons
whom I believed to be competent judues, se much
pruim; that T determined to allcmpt o Jonger and more
laboured eomposition, and te strye without concealment
for the approbation of the publie.  Alany of my [Hends
attempted to dissvade me ftom so doing ; and, while
they assured me that I;J:u:_'r' donbsied ot my nupal:i]ily of
acqguitting mysell well, endeavoured to make me look
upon literary efforts in a light io which such ennobling
pursuits could never appenr to iy eyes.

+ N, B, Many more of the talss soutaimed in thess volumes have
since baen 'p.ubl.'i,s}‘.a::l. In Frril‘pdiénh, il T beliewe I may sar witheoat
prasumption that they have heen oniformly Beotrably seceived,
though the anithor’s name was withheld, Thos as near as posaibile
two thirds of the work has been alrewdy before e patdc,
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Suspecting, notwithstanding their praises, that thei
view was to save me from a disappointment which they
gnw that my own want of abilities would inevitably call
upon me, I indoced a friend to lay the first volume of a
romance | bad begun before one to whose judgment 1
might well look with fill reliance. Tha epinion which
was pronounced upan that volume lod me to proceed ol
onee, without besitation ; but still T had maoy a voice
raised, MM my I‘riHﬂrIf.l;l r1gﬂ'm=:ii 1y pUTposes. Ths
drond of erticim was ondenvourcd o be instlled into
me, the difficulty of calling peblic attention was dis-
F]&}"Ed to dlater me, the a]lgl:l Foundation for my ||.ni11=:n
of fume, the anxiely of snspense, and the bilterness of
disappointment. Lut =1ll, supported by the opinion of
a few in whom | had pgreater conlidenes, | pun—:urtn;:ri %
aned never have regrnitnd that T did 20,

You, my dear young (viend, are about to try the same
udventure ; and 1 cannot do better than dedicate to you
thear pages, Itom the suecess of which my Lt literary
hopes were derived. At the satoe time I connot help
feeling in regard to your forthcoming romunce, 4 con-
siderable slure af mspansii:]][t}r, ag ik ig upon iy UFP;[I—
ion, given aller haviog read it throuwgh, and thaught of it
in every point of view, that you sre about to send it forth
to eeck the favour of the world. The feeling of that
responsibility bas of course been increased by hearing
peraons for whom we both entertain a high esteem, ad-
dress to you the same dissuasions which were employed
towards mysell at the outset of my literary career, and
by having been nsked whether, with the deep and #in
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cere regard which my wife and myself’ fee]l towards you
and all the membera of your immediate family circle,
I can judge unpartially of your book. ¥ feel the respon-
sibility, however, without apprehension, for I know that T
am impartial: and the sincenty of my recard for you
andd yours, instead of waking from my impartinlity, has
. only rendered it more stern and severe, 1 say to yon
now, 83 I said when frat T read the wock, * Gu on, and
fear not.” 1 will stuke any amall Titerary reputation 1
may possess upon your success.  Vhether the work
may have the VUKL ok RoIme FOMEnees wiillen upom the
fuzhionable colerics of the day, I do not linow ; bot T
thiok it mmay have mote ; and [ do not seruple to asserl
l]ml. E\'Er}' nnn th(il £AT] ﬂ:iti]rl.l,l|ﬂ gﬂl’li.“ﬂ gﬂiﬁ[ltd !J_“I'f' ]:I.igh
principles, and the poetey of the heart inzpived by noble
feelings, and guided by pure taste, will read thut work
(cspecially the second volumwe) with delight and appro-
bution.  This ia the best srecess which can attend any
work ¢ thuse who are worthy of loving whal is goed,
and capable of apprecisting what s heautiful, will ad-
mire and approve 3 and a long line of ilfustrious ances-
tors miy—il soch things be permitted—Ilock down on
you with applause, us you send into the world a beok
which containg sa much of which you may be justly
proud. T say again, go on to success ; and I may add
it the words eof Francis the First, @ W lance contre un
ceu o Espagne, vers ragneves I partie”

To you then 1 dedicate the following pages, not be-
couse [ think them st all worthy of your acceptance, but

because they contain those things from which 1 first ob-
1*
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tained an sugury of [ulure success,  May my avguries
in your favour be verified even more fully than in my
own case ; but that they will be verified to the full ex-
tent of your expectalions, is the sirongest conviction of;
My dear Misa Boyle,
Y oura ot tru[_]r,
. P. R. Jauzs,

The Cottage, Oraat Mariow,
20ah Seprember, LEI6
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" ¥en daleasoledad, ¥ al alme miz
Libra del mar horrisono agitado
Del mumde corromzaedn 3
Y benigna la pag v la alepria
Vuwlve al dolcente corwoom™
MELENDEL

T srr adobe, with time suffieneiat before mo to put down
a record of the last Tsm‘ ol Ty existence, and with the
desire, iF it be posable, (o gpather together 1o one view
all the thoushts, and feelings, and incidents, and anec-
dotes, whieh hava filled up ane: of the most painful po-
rinifa of my existence. Of the many acts which went
before that epoch I wust speak, though briefly, in order
that others mey comprahem] haw Toaan what T am ; but
1 will not dwell thereon, for tha detail might ba tedious
o others, and in some degree wonld be painful to my-
sclfy althoagh, i looking baek upow the gecurremecs of
those earlier vears, | aleady begin to experience that
sort of interest which clinps in gencral to the jasal
Time acts upon events g3 upon fine pietores, softend
every harshness, mellowing every teint, and blending a
into richness awk bharmony,  Te1s orue that sometimes
he takes away the brighler eolours, and leaves but the
darker shades, and o the ond 12 suere o ollidernlo all
entirely : but, even to the last, there is a pleasure in
tracing the fainl remains of Qungas ores brght, 08 woe
gaze npon anold painting and seek oot, amid the wreck
of beamties, those that the waves of fime have not vet
swept anay.

The very mention of those duyvs calls op again to
viow the events they Drgught with them, almost as viv-
idly as at the time. In solitude and silence, the images
of & thousand things gone for sver come back upon my
mind. The past alone is purs; il is our grand posses-



