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NOTE FREFATORY AND DEDICATORY.

———

Av undergraduate in College may be presumed to
have nonc too much time, and possibly none too much
talent, for other parsuits than those prescribed in the
Curricelum. It i3, thersfore, with some cffort and
with more audacity, that 2 small firtation with the
Muses has been attempted, of which the fbllowing are
some of the procecds. His fellow-stodents will prob-
ably leck kindly upon the sly ventare, at least

The Tlaus of ‘67,
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. A WEDDING!
February 224, 1776, |
IN WHAT I8 NOW WASHINGTON COUNTY.

e— ———

“Ridentam dlcers vernm quid vetast " —Homame
“The best Hme for merrlage will ba toward thirty,™
e Wirtes Bavmen,
* The Bingte Man "—Dr. Yeorsa's » NigBT CoMPLATNT™
Night Firat, lae ¥
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YE gentle Muses | whether throned upon
Parnassuz, Pimpla, P'iuduer, Helicon |

Ye more than cight ; ye only leas than fen!
ITaste to ingpirc and elevate my sirain |

Come, blessed Nine ! and (not to make a fuss)
If it be possible,—bring Pegasus.

Give me to goaff the cool Castalian fount ;

And fix the girthing well before T mount ;

Lest thy poor bard—his flight but scarce begun,
Be tumbled off as old Bellerophon.

* Read at calebration of Washington's birth-day, in

Canonsburg, Fehruary 23d, 1867,
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This much as invocation—'tis their due ;
Apd this observed, we turn at once-to you.

Your humble bard woold bring before youn now

Some rude old customa of the long ago :

And since ’tis fair conjecture that this Tall

Holds many married—though by no means all—

And gome that lgte at Mymen's Altar stood, _

Some that have not, and some that, * may-be,
would ;" ’

An 0ld time wedding, it has scemed to e,

Though plainly told might please in good degrac ;

As it to some will sure in many ways

Buggest aweet thouthits of early nuptial days,

And other some may learn in truthful rhyme

What joys attend the Hymeneal time.

And further still, it must to all be plain,

That such a theme is signully germane

To thia oceasion,—while we meet to ¢rown

His name with praises whom all time shall own :

For had not two observed this sacred rite

Great George himself had never scen the light.

First! to begin, we might enlarge upon

The curious customs of the dead and gone
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Of other nations—other types of men—

Their marriage ceremonials, but then

* It might prove tedious, and we know full well,

Thus many learned spoil the half they tell.

They state at length—till interest s dead—

Not what they will —but, what they might have
said

“Did time permit” or “ the occasion suit,"

Or, “at some future time T hope to de it.”

We pausc not then to notice Greeks nor Jews,

Nor rites outlandish that a * Hindoo doos:”
{Hindu does,) .

How when for marriage she is bid prcpﬁ:rc,

. The Lapland maiden raves #nd tears her hair ;

How some wed early, and how some wed late ;

(The Brahma worshippers at seven or eight.)

How in the land of “ Araby the Blest,” ]

(Where eves nre secn while vailings hide the
rest,)

If * desert gentleman ” has chanced to meat

Some graceful maiden in the frequent street,

He makes inquiries, and e’er long, may be,

Finds ont some friend she often *ealls to ges ;"—

Hastes to the house—and stating plain his case,
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Boon gains admittance and a hiding place :

She comes—unveils—and he, an hour or more,
Peeps through the key-hole of some closet door :
If pleased—he bargains—and before a week
The contract's signed and witnessed by the Sheik.
On these, "tis not (as learned doctors say)

“ Qur purpose, hearers, to discourse to-day,”
Then general-observations as to why

‘We stand obnoxious to the marriage tie

Mipght seem in place; and possibly cxeitc

Some slumbering consciences to view aright
This solemn duty ;—and mayhap, to take—

If not for love—the vow—for conselence sake,
Oh! is there here one past the point of life

When every whole-souled man shonld choose a

' wife! '
Condemned he sits and feols in inmost heart
That his has been at best a selfish part.

Up Life’s steep hill—~how far more nobly done,
Did his strong arm support some gentler one !
To punish such, "twere well could we renew
The wise old ypad) dryauiov.

But we from these, though tempting, turn away,
And baste to tell you of the Wedding day.
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Come back with ns in fancy, to the time

When this good county was in early prime,

And to be definite,—suppose we fix

Bome date—say February, '76,—

And bear in mind, ’tie not in distant clime

We place the actors of our truthful rhyme;

But these great hills that close us round to-day
Were stately witnesses of what we say ;

And thiz sweet vale where Chartiers rolls along,
(Gave back the echoes of the Wedding song.

But mark the change, in field and slope |—for then
Dark forests waved where now the bearded grain §
No aounds were heard, =ave wild bird’s note of fear
Roused by the axe blows of the Pioneer,

No broad inviting turnpike crossed the hill,

No College stood here !—and no woolen mill
Could then suggest in sad and silent looks

That cantion given in ihe “ Best of Books,"”

_ “That wen inplanning should conwult their power
And conpt the cost before they build the tower.”
No Railway * then with many a cut and fill,

. (Thy meet companion, silent Woolen Mill I)

* Residents of the vicinegpe will recognize an allusion
to two shortive publie improvements which have tanta



