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PREFACE,

HISTwAL

It is o noteworthy fact that hitherto no attempt
has been made to produce an exhaustive chronological
sketech of the relgm of Antoninus Pius.  Merivale'
seems to have given up all idea either of arranging
the eventz of this reigm in chronologieal sequence or
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of including any detailed information in his work,
Schiller? devotes a few pages to the juxtaposition
of details without any attempt at arrangement or
pretence to  exhaustive treatment ; while Lacour-
iﬂa}mt’ has eomposed an interminable series of essays
#on varions phases of the life and times of Antoninus
Pius, building up his theories on very slender founda-
tions and not attempting to give a chronological sketch
of the whole reign.
L Merivale.  Hiatory of the Romen Enpive

* Bohiller,  Gesallelre der siineisehen Kotserzelt,
# Lacour-Gayet,  dwtonin e Pl of son tomps.
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vi PREFACE.

This essay, which by permission of the examiners
tor the Thirlwall Prize has been corvected in a few
places before being printed, aims at giving a chrono-
logeal sketch of Antominns Pins's reign together with
a disenssion of the relations of the Emperor with
vartiouns individuals and bodies in the Roman state,
His relations with religions bodies I have discussed
at considerable lenpth and I fear that the chapier
dealing with thiz point may be out of proportion to
the rest of the cssay,  But if seemed to me impossible
to clearly state Piug’s position with regand to Chris-
tianity withont first piving a fairly exhaustive sketch
of the creumstanees which led up to thai position.

1 have placed a6 the commencoment of my cssay
a list of the books to which relerence has been made
in the following pages, and of the abbreviations whicl
I have used. In peither case is the list guite com-
plete; but 1 have referved enly madentally to those
books which 1 have wot ineluded i the list, while
the abbreviations nod inchuled will cxplain themselves
readily.

Among the modern writers to whom I am more
eepecially  indebted may be mentioned Fellel and
Colien for their most valuable works on the coins of

the penod; Waddington for his discussion of cxact
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dntes connected with the life of Aristides; Willems
and in o less degree Mudvlg and Momngen for their
information on constitutional points; and Romsay,
Hurdy and Wiltseh for cheir writings on the position
aml extent of Christianity under the Roman Ew-
perors,

My thanks are due to Mr P Giles of this college,
who has most kindly undertaken the labour of cor-
recting the proofs of ohis essay, T am also indebted
to him for the many valuable suggestions with which
he has from time to time assisted me,

E. E. BRYAN'.

Farraxrren Ununrear, CaamniDe .
Angast B, 1305,



