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TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

I[TH vour kiod permission, vome stteotion T will claim,
Tam only juscan Trulian, tbonatiers not my moe,
Pt T represent my people, their eaose ol inteossl, too;
And in their pome and honor, | present mv=elf (o van,
They have vour sered promise, swor pledms of friewdship warin,
That vou would always gid them and proteet them from all havm,
Anid in my bnmble et as T brietly state their tase,

WL von parslon oy shorteomdogs, snd my crroez all crase?

I do not come with grandeny, ar Lboaat of anr fame,

fank o mdigies, socioty, or weadth T esonnal elaim,

1 never week to coliece, hove no title of T, T,

As the GGreat Spicit made me, 16 a0l that voun may see.
With the feeees that oppose me, [ certainly shanld panse,
If T were not depeniling on the jiistice of oy s,

Lo ey just an Todinn, whe here representa hiz band ;
With this shple introduetion, T extend Lo oyt my e,
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A DELAWARE INDIAN LEGEND.

0N, Tong awo, my peaple gay, a2 their tralitions teil,

They woere a happy, powerfal race, loved and respeeted well,
Tur them belonged the sacred eharge, the synagozne {4} to keep,
And every Antomn to the tribws, the 3Maniton's prajses spealk,
And all things went with them il well, the Manitog was pleased ;
The Indian race was numerous then, conntless as the trees
The Maniten wis kind to them, be filled the woods with gome,
And in the rivers and the gens were figh of every nome,

Al 4o his children 434 Te give the vast pnd broad domain

Some the monntains and valleys taok, while others chose the plain ;
And evervihing to comfort thew Aid the Maniton provide,

He gave them fgh, gume, herbs and maize, and other things beside,
He gave them rivers, likes and bags, o'er which canoes did slide,
Forasts denee and wountaing high, ereat plaine the oller side.

The men were steons and Yrave and true, b Lhem belonged the chise,
The women loving, kind arad gaoed, wh llled a simpler place.

And they were taaghl while heve on earth their 2pisits Lo prepare,

Ta join the Manitou himzelf, in the happy hooliog-gronnd (%) somewhere |
That they musl never lie and sleal ; musl for cach other care;

That principles are gems that poss 0 1o that conntry there.

And even thongh the wars do come with aggressive trils or Laml,

No warrior shall #irike a fallen foo, or wrong a hielpless hand |

And if voor Tie chiall soe for peace, let not s plea be vaiu,

Prostove the pipe, and smoke with him, smothering the wrathfnl fame.

Andd while the smoke ascends phove, breathe o prayer tosether,
That #piritz of departed friends wake peace bepond the river

The Manitow's compasstan soek, lor he was sarely grieved,

Provide for the widows of the =lgin, (%) that their noeds be relieved.
If 3 stranger enters in vour [odge, give hin both food amd bed,

Flen if known to be your foe, no hueo baoes o'er hiz head,

For now he iz vonr hanored guest, voor protection he does claim ;
Whate'er vaur sonree of differcnce be, contest ilon the plain,
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The voice of Lhe Great Spiril now is heard in every clime,

The rumblings of the thunder, the whisperings of the pine ;
The works of the Great 2pielt are seen o every hand,

Flowers, forests, mountains, etars, san and even man.

The Lenapa {4 all shoald gather in the Auntamn thers to prajse
The wondera of the Maniton, the roxdness of his proee

And they to tell the Nations what to them he hag onhoond,
And the way for them to rench the happy hnnting-groand.

Ones many thouzand moons ago, in the evnaesoeee thoeee came

All the tribes and warriorz from the foreet, Lill and plain ;

And while they were apsembled there (°) & voune man rose to eay,
The Maniton hald shown him ina visien on that day

From afir a huge canoe with pinions sproswuling wiids,

Coming o'er the walers frow aers the saorise \ide ;

And in thal huge copos were pangle strangs of dress,

All were srmed as warriors, thougl they poseclolness profedsed.

They tald them of their God. * who came and died for men,”

And they were messengers feom [Tim to save them from their sin,
Rt first, they said, they most have land, and thos & home prepore,
Then they wourld teach Lhem fealb, and heaven with them share.
Thlee yomug man o the warriars old Ius vidon forther told,

And prophesied that from that oy s teopters wosld geow hold ;
That cach would bave o diforent ereel, Lo teach a dillerent Lridu,
And when one told another cacls woald think Lhe ollwr lisd.

The voung nan for his people mented Jond and lons ;

Me saw the frisndship brolen that alwavs had been strong,
Thigeension, war, and trouble, their bappiness aucceed,

Triles riss against each other, their warriora die and bleed.

At lant, their faith all shattersd, Tome, game and conntry sone,
Dajaeted, ieoken-lissrted, Te s them westward ronm.

The Maniton was sorrowfu] Lhat they shondd faithless (%) be,
FAnd now where i8 the heaven the stranigsr promised e 2"

And some of the voung warriors did live to see the day,

When peross the zen from anurige, with piniona flving gay,

Came praat canoes with strangers whao soon did boldlr land,
Arid with a friemily gestore, externled the right hand.

Forgetful of the warning, they received them all as friends ;

And made the sacred plodpes to share with them their lands,
The Indians, troe and fmithfal, their promise did Talill,

And eager songht the teachings of che white man's God and will.
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And this pecalls sweet memoried of at least ope truthful man ;

He made and kept a promise in treating for onr land ;

Hia decds of lovinge-kindness strength to their teachings lend,

And encred in onr memory ja the name of William Penn.

it alas ! for faith and trosting, fow others like him eams,

The white man's promized friendship, thenceforthe we fond was vain.
While noble were Lz trachings, hila practice was decelt, (')

And thoz the friends wo trozted, onr fondest hopes defeat.

And now the road is open arross the stormy seq,

The slrangers are invaders—onr frivnds no Jonger T !

Chnr Muniton is angry, their God hears pot onr ery,

U the Bloody eld of battla tles noble warriors dic.

Again with penec and preseuts our fricndship would be zought, (%)
Beguesting that onr venseancs on smne other tribe e brogght,
And now for thiz protection and theiv prodered friendzhip-hand,
The hoagted Christian etrangers agk to bave ag much more Tand. (%)

Now many moeons have passed. the Ldians are but fow;

For cofnments on the prophecy, 171 lzave that sl to vomn.

I= the white man still deccivips? T: the Indian being robbed ?
Will he vet glaare hiz heaven and the teachings of his God ¥

The Tndian was just a gavage, bt he woald not e and steal,

The whits man's highly eivilized, Tt his eonseienee coald not feel,
Tor robi poar, trosting Tridians—uwell, L Taim 0 was oo sin,

Anid to break o solemn Lreaty wis a very clover thiayg.

And when the Lndian to the white man mekes complaint abont his lawnd,
He iz told with solemn gestures, * Zpelr the Government—not the man.”
“ ITe will he your good, creat father and adopt von as his child,

He Enews better what pon need, and will protect yon all the while”

Baet 1l fulbier wus forgetfof () of hia fosler chilifren's can,

2o the lodian thes discoureged, Bude relicl ool awy where,

Will a Nation {or ils actions have 1o pass the judement bar,

Cir will GGod exense the people, if the deedz the Nation's are ?

He now sees the ™ Good, (reat Tather,” betler known as " Tnete Sam, "
OHflering Liowe, aid and protection W tbhe poor of Torcipn lanads;

Beee the foreigners in miumbers =eek Lz own beloved shore,

Where justice, love snd lilerty releu free forever mare,

Spes the forefgners o Council, aid in making lnwa most just,

While he's no voice in legislation and hig lands ave held io (st

Dy you know a greater tortivre, or think his feelings can be guessed

When he sees such freedon cherizbiod, while Lis own rights are oppressed ?
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When on the day of jndgment, their recorde therve to ses,

Ag God turns o'er the pages, who will the braver hae?

For one iz uet a savape, his siinple faith applies ;

The other one, a white mau, very highly civilised.

And zhould they be topether long coough to treat,

Do you zuppoze the white man the Todian there wonld clheat?

O if the chance is given, when the jndgment’s handed down,

Wonld the white man tike his heaven or the Tndians” AnntingGreonnd 2

I} von think that Mizsionaricz weed be sent Lo foreign land,

To find flelcds for Christien datics and negleet the savage man ?

In the Yand of peace and feeedom can bondrmen sl be fooand 7

Whers every man does londly boast ¢lase-legistation is not known!

Should neither one =it on the jury withont the aid of ex-parte law,

Were tha recards bronght from heaven, the soart hear what the angela =aw,
Have youtonbtzabont the judginent # Wonld the white man pay the cos0?
Or would the heir Ly hirkhright learn that there Lis case was lost?

In this the Indizn's version, con he still be juetitied,

Or was it for his poor salks, tog, that Christ waa eroeified 7
Wil Chiristians #and by idly, noelend a helping hand,
And by their silonce. justify the seizoee of his land?

Or will their God feom beaven bear the Tndian's ples

And prompt the Christian people to Jend him svmpathy,
And throngh their earuest efforts, oot svinpathy alone,
Radesm the Nation's credit betore the Judgment Throne ¥

Lot the Lndian Lave sone duties, trest him a8 a wortbiy man,
Give him volee in tha vlecliong, vive him title b his Tand,

Give him place of tra=l and hanar, Teh him foel Lhis yot his home,
Lt him use his mind and oosele, ok Tis actions be iy own,

Pay him what i jostly doe Lim, et yoece Governmend he Iz, too,
ITe will bactle with each probleom, jast az Bithlully a2 you,

Cing wha proves hims2lf o warrior and of danmer knows o fear,
Enrely can find waye to magter eoch new problem that deaws near,

Nore 1, The Delaware Teligos on the foll man of each Oetober have
a relizions meeting in alaces, long Imilding, which lagts twoelve days, Here
the clana of the Delawares pether pod other Indign tribes are invited.,  Tho
ceremonies aoe eondacted in the war of a4 denee around a five bailt in thoe
centre of the ballding. At these mestings any brave or chief may toll his
experience in howting or warfare, hig dreams or impressions, and wrives hiig
own interpretation of the seme, never claiming any of the honars himself if
b Bing been suecessfinl inany event, bat thanking the Great 2pirit or Maniton



