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PROCEEDINGS.

Ax ez parte Ecclesinstical Couneil of Congregational Churches,
called by O. E. Woon, E. M. Kmouzy, J. K. Jomssox, R. N,
Havess, and E. ¢, Wircox, in behalf of themselves and seveniteen
others, was convened in the University Boilding, in the city of New
York, on Tuesday, February 16th, 1859, to consider and act upon
questions growing out of their relations to the Caveen or oz Pust-
TANE, in this eity,

The Couneil sssermbled at 8 o’clock P. M. Rev. Dr, Hawes, of
Hartford, Conn,, called it to order, and on his motion, Rev. 8. G,
Brroxmanay, of Bprivgfield, Mass, was chosen Seribe.  On motfion
of D, Hawgs, the Council then procseded to eleet a Moderator.

"On the secend ballot it was announced by the Seribe that the Bev.
Wiinian T, Dwiarr, D, T, of Portland, Maine, was chesen.

Tre Movkrator took the chair, snd opened the proceedings by
prayer,

By direction of the Mopzraror, the Scribs now read the letter
convening the Council, 4 copy of which was sent to each church in-
vited, and which is as follows:

Wew Yomg, Jenuary 26, 1858,
To the South Congregationd Chaerch, Sprivgfeld, Mas. :

CrmisTran Pruswns : The letter, a copy of which is communicated herewiih,
wia addrassad by us under its date, to the Oboreh of the Poriians in this eity.
The proposition which it contains for & Mutual Conumneil having been rejesbed
by that church, we now accordingly lovite you to be pressut, by pestor and
dalegalo, b the email chapel of the University in this city, Toesday, the 15th
of Felpuary next, at § o'vleck I'. M., to unlte with the other chorches [nvit-
ed, in an ex parte cownell, to consider ihe guestions therein presented, and to
take auch action in the premises as may be deemed proper,

Your brethren in Christ,

0. R
E M. ETNGSLEY,
1. K, JOHNS0N,
B. N. HAVENS,
E, C. WILCOX,
for themselves, and at the request and In bebalf of the following brethren,
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viz: Henry A. Hurlbut, Jared Lingly, M. D, Albert Chesebro, L. N. Cow-
lay, Riehard Brown, A, T, Dwight, F. E. Mather, E. J. Owen, William Way,
Stephen Paul, J. Walter Camp, 8. Conover, Jr,, Semuoel Chuorckill, E. M.
Morgan, Elisha Pack, W, B. Isbham and W. 5 Thomeon.

The following is the letter alluded to in the above communication :

NEw Yorg, Decomber 27, 1568,
To the Thuireh af the Puritans :

The wndersigned, members of the Church of the Puritans, in regular
gignding, baving applied for letters of dismission and recommendation te
wther churehes, and having been offered, by a formal vote of the church, lef-
ters not in the nanal or ewstomary form, whioh letfers were for this resson
not satiefactory, and were returped under protest; and focthermore, the
churgh, having at the mme time declared, by reaclution, that we sre ¢ deam-
«d no longer members of the same or in any way subject to its walch and
care ;"'

Wow, therefore, for ourgelves, and Tn beball of others in the same relation,
for the purpnse of ascevtaining what are the respective righis and daties of the
parties in the premises, and for the promotion of Christian order, we pro-
pose that the chorch unite with nz without delay in suhmitting to a mutoal
eouneil the following goestions for decision :

First, Areor are not the applicnnte, by the ferme of the Chureh Manoal,
nm.l in acgordance with the pragtioe of gister churches, entitled to the full
and “ enstomary lebters,” and such as have been used since the fonndation
of tha chureh !

Secomd,  Teor Is it not o violatlon of the rules of the church, of the rights
af Christian beethren, and conteary to the usages of eur churches, summarily
fo cut us off from its ** watch and ewre™ and the privileges of membership,
with objectionable letters, and witheot epecified charges (If any) snd formal
trial, a3 is done by the resolution abowe referred tof

Bigned, 0. E. WioD,
E M. KINGSLEY,
F K. JOHNEON,
E O WILCOX.

The following are the names of the churches invited, tegether
with these of the Pestors and Delegates; all the chorches invited
being represented, except Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, Rev, Henry
Ward Beecher, Pastor:

Top Cavkes oF tae Priorms, Brooklyn, N. Y.—Hev, K 8, 8torrs, DL D,
FPastor ; Bro. K. P. Buck, Dalegats.

Toe Criszos Avewoe Covmem, PBreoklyn, N, Y.-—Hev. W, J. Budington,
I Iv., Pastor ; Bra. A. 8. Barpes, Delegate.

Tme Bowrn CoverEcsnionsl Coueci, Brooklyn, ¥. ¥ —Her, B W. Clark,
D.D., Pastor ; Bro. O, P, Baldwin, Delogato.

Tee Brosoway Tavesvicis, New York eity.—Rev. J. P, Thompson, D, D.,
Pastor ; Bro. Austln Abbott, Delegate.
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Tae -Finsr Coxcnegarionan Covnes, Albany, M. Y.—Kev. Day DPalmer,
0., Fastor; Bro, H, T, McCall, Delegate.

Tre Temn Congreeariosal Caunod, New Haven, Conn—Bro, J. A, Daven-
port, Telegnte,

Tur Fraar Covpes, New Haven, Conn —Rev, L. Bacon, I, T, Pastor | Thea.
. 8. Lyman, Delegate.

Tre Frasv Oavecs, Hartford, Conn.—Rev. J, Hawes, Tt I, Pagtor ; Bro.
Bumue] Ward, Delegate,

T'ne Secosp Covsen, Greenwleh, Cont—Deacon Jonas Mead, Delegate,

Toe Frugy Chvnes, Westfield, Mass.—Rev., E, Davis, D. D, Pastor; Bro.

. I Gilleth, Delegate,

Tar MovsT Versox Cockos, Bosion, Mass.—Dea. J. A, Palmer, Delegate.

‘Trr (ewrean Cuoren, Providence, 1L L—Hev. L. Swain, D0, I}, Pastor ; Bra.
. Kingebury, Delegale.

Tak Tumn Cuvncr, Portland, Me—Rov. W, T. Dwight, In. In., Pastor; Dea.
Joseph Libbey, Delegate.

Tue Bovrn Cuoncs, Springfield, Mass—Rav. 8. . Buckinghan, Paator
Bro, B A- Chspman, Dalegate.

Moperaror—Thia Council, brethren, is now organized, It is
colled ex parie. The brethren who have ecalled it I presume are
present, and are ready to present their case before us, It may be
proper for me to suggest that the custom in the part of the country
from which 1 come, (Portland, Maine,) in the case of an ar parte
Council, i3, at the earliest moment, to apprize the Church with
which the individuals calling the Couneil bave been or are connected,
-that it is organized, and willing to receive communications from
them, if' they see fit to present themselves, But if this should be
now desmed not expedient as the first step, the brethren of the
Couneil will suggest others, if they see any that are preferable,

Some inforinal conversation here ensued, on the point suggested
by the Moderater; in the course of which Mr. 0. E. Woon said :
‘. The gantleren who have called this Couneil have token steps to
inform the Chareh of their intentions, and have addressed them the
following letter;” which, with consent of Couneil, he rend ;

Nyw Yore, February 12, 1850,
To the Chareh of the Puritaus, New York:

Crnersy Bagropey,—In aceordance with the umpe of Conpregationsl
Churobes, wa hereby notify yoo that by Letbers Missive—a copy of which for
your information we subjoin—we have invited the Churehes therein named, by
Pastor and Delegate, to meet In Cooncil e parts, on Tugsday, the 15th day of
Febroary instant, at the Chapel of the New Terk University, 1o consider the
makters enbmitted te you in cor letter of December 27, 1858, and your action

thereon, and to afford us snch measuras of relief as ehall be in accordunde with
their views of duty snd right, and as they shall be competent to ndminister.
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For ourelves, and by order and In behalf of Honry A, Harlbuet, Javed
Limsly, 3. ., Albert Chesebro, L. W, Cowley, Richard Brown, A. T. Dwight, F.
1. Mather, B J. Owen, William Way, Stephen Paul, J. Walter Camp, B, Copo-
wer, Jr., Samuel Chorchill, Edward M, Morgan, Biisha Feck, W. B. Ieham,
and W, 8. Thomson.

Fignad by E. M, EINGSLEY,
L r

0, B, WooDn,
k. N. HAVENS,
1. E. JOHNSON,
F. €. WILCOX.

Mr. Woop continued : That letter, sir, was sddressed to the
(hurch of the Puritans, and we belisve it was presented to one of
the officers of that church, We have had no response,

The conversation was resumed in relation to the propriety, as
suggested by the Moderator, of notifving the church of the assem-
bling of the Council ; pending which, Professer Nosh Porter, D, D.,
of Yale College, New Haven, was suthorized to appesr and act as
counsel, in behalf of the brethren, appellants,

Subsequently, on a saggestion by a member, that the Church
should be invited to unite with the appellants and mnke this a Muo-
tual Couneil for the adjustment of the matters submitted, Professor
Porter made the following remarks explanatory of the position of
the brethren in whose hehalf he appeared :—Mr. Moderator, I beg
leave to suggest that there are two parties comcerned, and il this is
to ba a Mutual Council, of course each paryy is to be represented,
For the sake of expediting matters, it may be 4= well for me to state
the views which the party that I represent take of these transactions.
For, if the Church of the Puritans Is to be admited, it might be
quite materiul that our views shonld be distinetly presented at the
outset, One resson why these parties have been driven to the ne-
cessity of ealling an e parfe Council is, that their repsated proposi-
tions for the submission of the whole affair to a Mutual Council were
declined, In every instance in which these brethren have had com-
munication with the Church of the Puritans, on any subject-matter
growing out of their first movement in April, 1857, they have put
themselves in the attitude of being ready to meet the Church in Mu-
tual Couneil. They also wera careful to notify the Chureh before
the last Sabbath, that this Council would assemble here at this time,
in order that they might conduet themselves accordingly. Tet me
then state what thefr views will be if a Motusl Clonnoil should be
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proposed to the Church, and acceded to by them. The appeflants
are willing to submit the case, upon which this Council have been
eslled to sot, as presented in the letter read by Mr. Woop, provided
that the other party will agrse to unite with this body and abide by
the decision of the Council, They are willing, as they have been
from the fiest, if' the other party desire, and if this e parte Couneil
advise them, to go into the whole matter of difference from the be-
ginning, and have it here investignted. They do not seel such a
trial, but having asked in vain for months and years for a Mutual
Couneil, they decided at last, for the sake of peace, to allow the
matters that have cccurred in the past to be buried, on condition
that they should receive regular dismission from the Church,  That
request has been denied. It is in relation to the denial of this re-
quest that they have called this Council. Tt is that you may decide
whether that was a proper request—whether they wera entitled, un.
der the circnmstances, to recsive the usual Christian dismissal. And
this is the case and the only ease now presented before this ex parte
Council. If, therefore, any communieation iz to be had with the
Church of the Puritans in respeet to information which they are to
give, or in respect to any Muotual Counell in which they may unite,
we wizh it now to be understood that this is the case which is to be
tried ; and we are not prepared to unile with them in a Mutual
Couneil to twry the case unless they sre willing to abide by the
décision to which the Council, after full deliberation, shall arrive
touching this simple question of dismissal. That is the case to
be tried, and the only case, uhless, indeed, this Council may advise
us to unite with the other parties in a trisl of the whole matter,
We are not prepared curselves ab this late stage of the proceedings
to take that vespensibility, after this long-eontinued acrimonions
controversy 3 but if this Council so advise us we shall not shrink
from the investigation,

The remainder of the session was oecupied in an informal and
conversational discussion on the saggestions of the Moderater; the
pointa chiefly urged being: First, that christian courtesy requires
that the church be notified of the assembling of the Council, and
that they have the opportanity given them of uniting with the ap-
pellants, and making this & Mutval Couneil for the considerntion of
the matiers contained in the Letters Missive; and, Second, if the
Church decline this proffer, that then they be invited by a Gommit-
tee or otherwiss, to furnish the Council with such facts as may aid
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them in coming to an intelligent and equitable result, in their investi-
gations—hut without opening the door to argument and discussion
by parties not recognizing their jurisdietion.

In view of these considerations, which were urged by different
members, as conforming both to the usage of Congregational
Churches, and the dietates of common justice, the following Resolu-
tions, after varipus modifications, were unanimonsly sdopted ;

* Hesoleed, That o committes of three De appointed to notify the Charch
of the Puritans that thizs Couneil is now in session, and to invite eaid Charch
to aceopt this as a Mutunl Conneil for the congideration of the matters pre-
sented in the Lettere Missive, by which we have been convened.

4 Besolred, That o cose this Ipvitation be declined, the Choreh be invited
to appear before the Counel by a commities to present their statement con-
cerning 1he matter submitted fo us."

Tre Moperaror being requested $o appoint the committee, desig-
nated D, Crang, Dr. Paruer, and Deacon Josere Lineey,

The Council then adjourned till 8 o'clock in the evening,

EVENING BESSION.

At B o’clock P. M. the Counell met in the large Chapel of the
University, where its subsequent sessione were held.

The Moperaror having ealled the Council to order, inquired if
the Committee appointed in the afternoon to wait uwpon the Church
of the Puritans, were ready to report,

Dz, Crapg (Chairmen of the Committes)—We called vpon Dn.
Caeever, Pastor of the Chorch of the Puritans, and presented the
resolutions to him. After conferring with him, we went and pre-
sented them to.the Church then assambled in business meeting, nc-
eompanying the resolutions with a verbal statoment that the Coun-
el wonld meet at 8 o’clock to proceed with their business, and that
we would be happy to have them respond to the resclutions pre-
sented to them. It was understood, through D, Coesvee, that
they would respond or take some action,

Mopegaror—The Counedl will direct what shall be done.  You
have heard the report from the Committee. O course it is uncer-
tain what action the Church of the Puritans will take, or when we
“will hear from them.



