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PREFACE.

e g

Tup preson: wolome i ewnpoked, for the most part, of ©series

ﬁ,fuf shorter picees, part of which Tuwve been published Inoa fugitive

“Torm, at different intervals sinee the paldicatian ol my last solums
{ Ot Hn. 111, 1827,) and part of which hive (il pow momained o
panuseripl,  The longor pices, at the commencoment of the wol-
nmi, tnkes its nne (Peam af a Day ) pusly from it selfeets, ond
partly from the time in which it was wribes,, This is oae of the
Ingor writton pieces.  The othors nra areanged, masddy, o che seder
of fime in which ey wore written.. Tha sesider wi'l perecive, in
running over the valaage, that o gront voraty of menseo 18 niros
duced, (more than one bundred aod iy diferent forms or modif-
cations of stanza,) mueh of which s Lorrowed fom the verse of
wther lnnmanges, pactionlarly of tee Geran. This last is cspe-
clally true of the Lays {3, i04=127)  The Sengs (p, §7—00) am
froun Spanish and [talian measores, The icitutions of different
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v, FREFADE.

Clazssic messures, as well as the Songs Tar Wational Airs, eie more
particalarly akplained in the intreduction to each. In adopting
different messures from the German, | wos lod, by sheir peeulias
rhythen, o use oue pdjective adverhially, aceording o the Gorman
idiom, and I anay add, accoeding to the idiom of our Sazon ances-
tors; still resiined in the expressive Tangusge of common life,
Thiz fonn of expression iz certwnly more eoergetic Hhan that in
which we vse the coaztanty cecureing and cumbroas adverial
suffix by, It may not, bowever, Lo sactioned Ly general nssge,
the legislator in all oatters of langungo.

The limits of the preseot volome, ns well as the chameter of its
contents i geneal, have precluded from it & series of specimens
of different vanieties or systeos of natienal verse, in which 1 had
designed to give, under the general head of  SBtudics in Verse,”
Amitations of the rorsification of all necessibile cultivated languages,
syatemdifically arfanged, and ilusteced Ty commoents.  These, ss
well a8 n guite extensive series of Trinslotions from different
lansuages, {secompanicd with llustmbive remarks,) part of which
have been almeady pobiished inoo fogitive form, nod past of which
a6l reinin in manuseriys, may hersafer fomisk mazerials for an-
other volume, if an oppotanity gbould ever offer for thenr publi-
eition.

In the long interval which bas elipzed sioee the publication of
my last valume of paema, (zixtoen veara,} 1 hase Toen most of the
taoee engazed o pursiitd whick have had Gutle or o relation mw
poetical studies, or which hive leen peculinely sdvesse oo theo;
eomseiugnily, during this penod, the composivion of werss has

bwem o me onky o ocedsionn] amuscment or exercise,  As sach



FPREFACKE. Wa

1 offer this volume: oot as tho fenits of pcontinoad and regular
staddy of an arl, which, for the high prineiples it involves, and the
great pw.-c;s which it denands for its true and most suoeessfl
eultivation, deserves to wold a place inthe fiest ranc. It B8 un-
peesgsary Lo sxy any thing in vindication of anart, which requires
a mastery of the riches and niceties of a language ; afull knovwledge
of the seienee of semsification, not ealy in its own peonliar prisci-
plea of rhythm and melody, St inita selations to elomation and
masie, with that deticate nateral pereeption, and el faeile ex.
emtion, which mndee che composition of vemse handly less easy
than that of prose: a dees and quick foeight into the natues of
menm, 1t all hiz vared faculdes, meellcetial and emotive | a elear
and Ml perespion of the poeer and Tesoty of natare; and of Al
ita warions harmonics with our san thoughts and Seelings s nnd to
giin & high rank in the prosent age, wide and eeact attninments
in Jitersture and art in geveenl. Nor is the possession of such
firnlties and attpdwments all thet 18 necessary ; bat such a sus-
tained and selfcollocted state of wind as gives ooe the mastery
of his gpeaiug, and at the same e presents 1o him the Sdeal e
an immedinte moality, not as o romete conseption,  Such aoculti-
vation nf the poeticnl art i= ooly for those who can dewots them-
eetves 1o it under favourable puspices | oot for ene who o only
give b 1t, now and then, o fow ipoments of leisre,

New Havex, Juny, 1844,



ERRATA,

Page 33, line 2, for Viirst of day,” read, fisst day.
Page 39, line 23, insert comma al end of line.
Face 176, Yine 0, road | at end af lioe
wooos lipe 24, after “eomfort,” ivser comma,
Page 192, at end of ling 4, read period, in part of the edition.
Frgr- 210, line J, {Adoaie,) afder Cyouth,’ insert commi.
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