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CONFORMITY.

“You mey turn over the leaves of your Bible till
this time to.morrow,” said Leonard, to his cousin;
" you will find nothing there to support the arguments
which you have been s0 stoutly end ingenionsly up-
bolding.”

 Zo you emy,” replied James; “bot I never will
belisve that & practice se generally sanctioped among
the moat experienced and gifted profossors of serious
raligion is destitute of Beripturel authority.”

% The numerows suffrages of which you bosst, did
they even comprise Lthe whole bulk of the visible
church, would weigh as nothing against a single plain
precept of inspiration, were there only one, * Yea, let
God be true, and every man a liar.' Happily, bow-
ever, for the honor of the Gospel among men, the ma.
jority is by no means so great as you conceive ; while
the line of separation is so diatinetly marked and laid
down throughout the whole bosk of truth, that it is to
me a matter of increasing astonishment how any man,
taking that revelation for his glﬂde, can be enticed
out of a path so prlpably defined.”

* That is what I am seeking to ascertain,” nhmrmd
James, “and if I find it as you say, the question is of
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courss set at rest, but [ shall search for myself. At
present, | find meany persons far before you in years,
and in Christian koowledge, asscrting a thing to be
ponaistent with the will of God, which you most resc-
lately and unsparingly stigmalize as tending to the
subversion of evangelical purity. The Bible must
decide, and should it confirm your pesition, I shall
readily confoas that you ‘understand more than the
ancients,” because you keep the precepts of God.”
The subject thus engrowsing the attention of the two
cousins, was ons of no trifting importanes.  Their re-
gpective families both belonged to the conpregation of &
picus and evangelieal minister, whose followers they
equally professed tobe. In ench house, honor was ren-
dered to the name of Jehovah by the regular obeervence
of family worship, and * one Lord, one faith,” formed
the basis of more then kindred affection emeng the
membera of the two houssholds. In coe point, how-
ever, a very siriling distinction was visible ; the Ay-
letts frequently mingling in general society, and sadu.
lously cultivating those aceomplishments which are
held in high estoem among men; while the Eeiths
adhering to a stricter interpretation of the Christian
code, abstained from suoh imtersourse, and execluded
from their soheme of eduestion whetsoever was calou.
lated to glitter in the eyes of &0 uogodly multitude.
Mr. Aylett had been from childhood a resident in the
plece, and had emjoyed the privileges aitendant on &
long succession of gospel ministers. His wife was
similerly circumstanced, and they had entsred upon
the marriage state with a cordial conourrence in the
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decleration, % As for me snd my house, we will serve
the Lord.” In assigning the bounds of that service,
they acted sccording to their own views of His requirs-
ments, interpreting them with & careful rejection of
whatsoaver might, as they apprehended, invest religion
with a garb too gloomy and austere. In like manner
they pursued the education of their children, and, de.
lighted to behold themn conspicuous for personal beauty,
fondly hoped to render them, and through them the re-
ligion which they professed, doubly atfraetive in the
eyes of the world, by perfecting them in mll those
adornments of taste, manper, and dres, which wers
considerad almest indispensable in young people of their
alation.

Ample pecuniary resources, and connections of an
elevated acale in society, famished & fair pretext, a
plea of necassity indesd ; for ranks, they remarked,
“were not to ba levelled, though pride must be hurmbled,
- by the entrangs of pure religion.

Mr. Eeith's prograss had beew somewhat different.
His marriage had been ane of strong affection, and his
wifa, though presenting & model of domestic tender-
nesd, and sll thet the world acecounts emizble, was
* equally indifforent with himself to the great concern
of salvation. Afflicted by the death of two lovely
children in one week, she had been enabled to see, by
faith, the hand which smote; sod, under divine influ-
enoe, to turn to Him from whom she had so deeply re.
volted. Her last illness was long and lingering ; bat

. she ceased not to magnify the gruce of God in bring-
ing her to the kmowledge of a Redesmer; and she
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easily obtained from her husband & promise of remov.
ing, after her decenss, to some abode whare he and his
children should enjoy the adveintages of public minis-
try more faithfully dispeneed thea in their present neigh.
borhood. She died in peace, her lust breath ascend-
ing in supplication for her weeping family ; and Mr.
Eeith hastened 1o fulfil the essurance that bhe had
given. His sistor, Mra. Ayleu, rejoicing unfeignadly
over the works so mapifestly begun, warmly impor-
tuned him to purchase a residence then vacant in her
immediate vicinity ; and thither the widower and his
children repaired.

Liecoard Keith was the younper son of two, Her.
bert, the eldest, had beeo educated for the srmy by
desire of his mother's brther, whose name be bore.
From school he hed been tressferred to & military
moademy, end perfected in every branch of hia future
Pmﬁnﬁm. generally pessing the vmcations with his
uncle, surrounded with all that eould delight & heari
totally unacquainted with itself and with its Ged. At
the period of his mother’s death, he was about seven-
teen, and Leomard two years younger. Their only
surviving sister had scareely pumbered eight summers,
when, after a brief visit of condolencs, Hevbert and his
unclie parted from the afflicied circla, the former ex-
pecting & commission, which was shortly after bestow.
ed on him ; and he joived his regiment sbout the pe-
riod of Mr. Keith's removel from his now desolate
home.

The hope of the expiring wife and mother was -

speedily and nichly fulfilled. Mr. Keith and Leonard



