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LasT S1EGE
oF VIEKKA
BY
THE TURKS,
RAISED
SEpT, 12,
1683,

This medal, struck to commemorate the relief of Vienno, by John Sobieaitl, shows on one side

the camp of the encmy hesicdipg the walled city, In which the cathedral of Se, Stephen and

another butlding. probably the Schottenhod, ave visible, The other slde shows the rout of the

army belore Vients, while shove the rising sun drives the crescent moon {the Turlish ecmblem)
AWAY into the clouds.

RECAPTURE AFTER
OF 150 Yearg
Temesvar uP TURKISH
™ 1716, Dyomamans.

The medal commemorates the taking of Temesvar by Prince Evgene ol Savoy.  In the fore-
i2 Hungaria hedding in her lefi hand 5 trident plercing a horse's hewd (the Tur ks gareied

o hors='s tail g= their stendard]. In the background i8 the town of Temesvar, the aumanees -
mosques indicating its Iong subjcction. 3

Peace oF
CARLOWITE
BETWEEN
AyRTHIA
AND
TURKEY,
1689,

This medal celebrates the conclusion of the peace which marked the turn of the tide of Turkizh
IISlruslcn in Burope and the permanent establishment of Austria on the lower Danube.
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY

INTRODUCTION

AvsTRIA-HUNGARY, or the Anstro-Hungarian Monarchy (Ger. Osterreichisch-ungarische
Monarchie or Usterseichisch-ungarisches Reich), is the official name of a country situated
in ceniral Europe, bounded E. by Russia and Rumania, S. by Rumania, Servia, Turkey
and Montenegro, W. by the Adriatic Sea, Ttaly, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, and the
German empire, and N. by the German empire and Russia. It occupies about the
sixteenth part of the total area of Europe, with an area (1g05) of 230,077 5. m. The
monarchy consists of two independent states: the kingdoms and lands re

in the council of the empire (Reichsraf), unofficially called Austria or Cislerthama,
becanse its territories lie west of the river Leitha ; and the * lands of 5t Stephen’s
Crown,” unofficially called Hungary or Transleithania, f.e, across the Leitha. It
received 1ts actual name by the diploma of the emperor Francis Joseph 1. of the 14th
of November 15868, replacing the name of the Austrian Empire under which the
dominions under his sceptre were formerly known. The Austro-Hungarian monarchy
15 very often called wnofficially the Dual Monarchy. It had in 1910 8 population of
40,454,385 imhabitants, comprising therefore within its borders about one-eighth
of the total lation of Europe. By the Berhn Treaty of 1878 the principalities
dBmﬁam?j?u:qmﬁ:nwithmmﬂlg,m 5q. m., and & population (1Bgs) of
1,591,035 inbabitants, Dwna:ln-f Turkey as suzerain, were placed under the administra-
tion of Austria-Hungary, their annexation in 1908 was recognized by the Powers
it 1000, so that they became part of the dominions of the monarchy,



-CHAPTER 1

EARLY HISTORY OF AUSTRIA

Trr empire of Anstria, as the official designation of the termitones ruled by the Habs-
burg manarchy, dates back only to 1804, when Francis IL, the last of the Holy Roman
emperors, proclaimed himself emperor of Austria as Francis I, His motive in doing so
was to guard against the great house of Habsburg being relegated to a position inferior
to the parvesus Bonapartes, in the event of the final pse of the Holy Roman
Empire, or of the pessible election of Napoleon as his own successor on the throne of
Charlemagne. The fitle emperor of Austria, then, replaced that of * Imperator
Romanorum semper Augustus ™ when the Holy Empire came to an end in 1806.
From the first, however, it was no more than a title, which represented but ill the actual
relation of the Habsburg sovereigns to their several states. Magyars and Slavs never
willingly recognized a style which ignored their national rights and implied the superi-
ority of the German elements of the monarchy ; to the Germans it was & poor suﬁ-
tute for & title which had represented the political unity of the (German race nnder
the Holy Empire. For long after the Vienna Congress of 1814-1815 the “ Kaiser
as such exercised a powerful influence over the imaginations of the German people
outside the Habsburg dominions ; but this was hecause the hile was still surrounded
mﬂrhmmuﬂhﬁnandthmmhalchmgemmtatmcerm@med. The out-
come of the long struggle with Prussia, which in 1866 finally broke the spell, and the
proclamation of the German empire in 1871 left the title of emperor of Austria stnipped
of everything but a purely territorial significance. It had, moreover, by the compact
with Hungary of 1857, ceased even fully to represent the relation of the cmpernr]?:):]l
hig dominigns ; and the title which had been devized to cover the whole of the Habs-
burg monarchy sank into the official style of the sovereign of but a half ; while even
within the Austrian empire proper it is resented by those peoples which, like the
Bohemians, wish to obtain the same recognition of their national independence as was
conceded to H In placing the account of the orgin and development of the
Habsburg mmm:ader this heading, it is merely for the sake of convenience.

The first nuclens round which the present dominions of the house of Austria gradu-
ally accumulated was the mark whichiy along the south bank of the Danube, east of
the river Enns, founded about A.D. Boo as a defence for the Frankish kingdom against
the Slavs. Although its total length from east to west was only about 6o m,, it was
associated in the popular mind mtha.la:gaandalmn\stunbmkm tract of land in the
east ni Europe. This fact, tngf:th:r with the position of the mark with regard to Ger-
many in general and to Bavaria in particular, accounts for the name Osterreich (Austria)
1., east empire or realm,awurd first used in a charter of gob, wherethnphmm

regione vulgari nomine Ostarricki occurs. The development of this small mark into
the Austro-Hungarian monarchy was a slow and gradual process, and falls into two
main divisions, which almost coincide with the periods dun % which the dynasties of
Babenberg and Hahshurg have respectively ruled the land, of the house
of Babenberg were chiefly spent in enlarging the arca and ahtngther;mg the position
of the mark itself, and when this was done the house of Habsburg set itself with
remarkable perseverance and marvellous success to extend its rule over neighbourng
territories. The many vicissitudes which have attended this development have not,
however, altered the European position of Austria, which has remained the same for
over a thousand years. Standing sentinel over the valley of the middle Danube, and
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EARLY HISTORY 3

barring the advance of the Slavs on Germany, Austria, whether mark, duchy or empire,
has alwaya been the meeting-place of the Tenton and the Slav. Tt is this fact which gives
it & unique interest and importance in the history of Enrope, and which nnites the sdeas
of the Germans to-day with those of Charlemagne and Otto the Great,

ThcmthmpartufﬂmuwntrywwmlJEdAumawmmhahbudbﬁmtbcoﬁmmg
of the Christian era by the Taurisd, a Celtic fribe, who were subsequently called the
anﬂwhnwmm?nutdbrthnﬂcmnaammunc 'I]mrlandwaaaﬂerwuds
in the provinces of Pannonia and Noricum, and under Roman rule, Vindobona, :bemndern
Vienna, became 2 place of some importance, TMpaﬂoltbamnntrynnrthofﬂmDiunbe
was peopled by the Marcomanni and the Quadi, and both of these tribes were frequently
at war with the Romans, ially during the reign of the emperor Marcos Aurclius, who
died at Vindobona jn AD. g:whm campaigning against them, ChristHanity and civiliza-
tion obtained entrance into the Jand, but the increasing weakness of the empire
opened the country to the mmdsoftheharhlﬂans anddumﬁthnpermdn{tlwpmt
migrations it was ra uick snccession b number of these tribes, prominent
amang whom were n.'a. %belm.dsum the river shared the same fats,
due probably to the fact to which Gibbon has d.rn.wn sﬂan'h.un that at thia period the
Danube mfmé’h ﬂy frozen over. About 500 the district was settled by the Slovenes,
or Corntanes people, who formed part of the of Samo, and wers after-
waﬂsmdudedmthnextmmmkmgﬂmdthc.&m The Franks claimed some suthority
over this people, and probabi sumeoithegnmes of the Slovenes had recognized this
claim, but it conld not be rega a8 gerioug w ﬂsthealvmmm of the land,
In 791 Charlemagne, aftcr he had cstablished his aver the n;mﬁ urBamm

tbnnmEmgudmnwdagamsttbenm is attack was followed by cam-
mﬂsoﬂﬂnm‘to}hﬁmmﬂ and in 805 the Avars were finally subdued, and their

th ihe Fraonkish empire. This step brought the later Anstria defini

und.er the rule of the Franks, and doring the °-truggia Charlemagne erected 5 mark,
the East Mark, to defend the eastern border of Ammucimmmm]ud
this gmall district from 705 to goy, hutanthnl?ranhsm%puumm the mark
suffered more and more from the mvages of its eastern nelghbours.  During the oth century
the Frankieh supremacy vaniched, and the mark wae overrup by the Moravians, and then
by the Magvars, or Hungarians, who destroved the few remaining traces of Frankish
infloence,

A pew era dzwned after Ottg the Creat was elected Cerman ldog in 936, and it &
Qﬂnmﬂn:ihanﬂhaﬂmagucw]mmuutb:?nnhduﬂmrmlm of Anstria. In
Mnstgﬁhsgainudagmat over the om the Lechield, freed Bavaria from

eir presence, and refounded the t Mark for defence of his kingdom. In g76 his
sm.them Otto II., entrusted ihe government of this mark, soon to be known as
Angiria, to d.amsmbaroftha family of Babenberg, and s administration was
conducted with vipour and success. and his descendants ruled Austria watl the
mtmnhmufth:gnilyin Izﬂ.mdbyihmrsﬂl] and foresight raised the mark to an

portant&n among the German states.  Their first eare was to push its eastern frontier
down the uke valley, by colopizing the lands on either side of river, and the success
of this work may be seen in the remaval of their capital from Péchlarn to Melk, then to
‘Tulln, and finally about 1740 tp Vienna. The country as far as the Leiths was subasgnently
incorporated with Austria, and in t'hunt'hard.n‘ectmnﬂ)admtncthctwﬂ:n&a'ﬁmsand
the Inn was added to the mark in 1146, an important date in Austrian history, Anxious
‘to restore peace to Germany in this year, the new king Frederick T., raised Austria to the
tank of a duchy, and conferred upon it excepilional eges,  The investiture was bestowed
not only npon Duke Henry bot upon his second wife, Theodora ; in case of a failore of
male heira the duchy was to descend to females ; and if the duke had no children he conld
nominate his successor. Cootrolling all the unad.ml:mnolﬂmland the duke’s only duties
towards the Empire were to appear at any dict held in Bavaria, and to send a contingent
to the imperial army for any campalgns in the countries bordering upon Austria. In 1130
Duka I. made a treaty with Ottakar IV., duke of Styria, an amangement which
bronght ia and upper Auah'mtoﬂleﬁabeubﬁrgsm 119z, &nd in 1229 Duke Leopoid 11,
some lands from ehs]n:rpm’ ejsing, and took the title of lord of Camniola.

en the house of Babenberg became extinct in 1246, Anstria, stretching from Passau
almest to Pressburg, had the frontiers which it retains m-da{ and this increase of territory
had been accompanied by a corresponding increase in wealth and general prosperity. The
chief reason for this %mspmtywmthe growth of trade along the Danube, which stimulated
the foundation, or the growth, of towns, and brought considerable riches to the ruler.
Under the later Bahenbergs Vienna was regarded a5 one of the most important of German
cities, and it was computed that the duke was as rich as the archbishop of Cologne, or the
margrave of Brandenburg, and was surpassed in this respect by only one German prince, the
k:inghbl' Bokemia, The interests of the Austrian margraves and dukes were not confined

e al:qulsmou of wealth either in land or chattels. Vienna became a centre of culture

and many religions houses were founded and endowed. The acme of the
ga:l].r pmpmty of Austria was reached under Duke Leopald TI., sureamed the Glorious,



