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To
EDWARD DOWDEN, Esa

LLI.

TRINITY COLLEGE, DURLIN.

DGWDEN.’ THE BQON 1 ASK, THOU WILT ALLOW--
TO LET THY NAME ADORN THESE LONG-DIMMD PAGES;
WHICH I HAVE WORKED ON, FOR NO S0RDID WAGES,
BUT IN REVRENCE. MOEE, IN THIS LIVING NOW
I WOULD RE-SHRINE FOR HOMAGE., 'TIs A VOW
OF LONG YEARS PAST. IN SUPREME BYGONE AGES,
HE STOOD IN THE FOREFRONT OF ENGLANDS SAGES,
REVERED OF ALL.  AS ARROW FROM THE BROW
HIS GREAT THOUGHTS SPED STRAIGHT TO MENS HEARTS, AND SHOOK
GRAY SUPERSTITIONS, AS WITH STROKE OF LEVIN.
THE BOOKS REMAIN ; AND 1 DARE RISK RKEBURE,
AS 1 AVOUCH THEM NOBLE AS WHEN GIVEN.
A5 PQET DARK—BUT AS A STARRY NIGHT,
Ok LEAF-3CREEN'D BROOK, GLEAMING WITH FLECKS OF LIGHT.

ALENANDER B, GROSART.
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MEMORIAL-INTRODUCTION.
[.—BIOGRAPHICAL.

ICHARD WARD, AN, ‘Rector of
Ingoldsby, in Lincolnshire, has writ-

ten the * Life’ of our Worthy in a consider-
able volwme.! Of it the Rev. Bexjamiy
Srreer, B.A.L now of Barnetby-le-Wold
(Lincolnshire), in his * Historical Notes on
Grantham and Grantham Church,'® says—
*His [More's] Life is in the Vestry Library,
written by a Rector of Ingoldsby, who
achieved in it the difficult task of writing
Biography without giving any information
respecting his hero ' (p. 155).  Unfortunately
this drastically-put verdict is ill-warranted
by the Critic's own notices ; for notwithstand-
ing that from local advantages—as being resi-
dent in Grantham—he might have added 1o
our information, he does not one fota, and
blunders, ¢g., he turns Alexander More into
Sir Alexander More, Knt, {repeatedly), and
our Dir. Henry More himself into ¢ Sir Henry
More*  More justly, but still too severely,
has Priwciean Tuinocs said of the quaint
discursive old book : * Ward's 1ife is interest-
ing, but vague, uncritical, and digressive,
after the manner of the ime'* ] feel in-

T The Life of the Learmed and Fions Dy, Hanry Move, Late
Fellow of Chria's College In Cambridge. To which are an.
qex’d Divers of his Useful and Excellent Leters. By Richard
Ward, A M. Recter of Ingolishy in Tipcolashire. Londan,
Printed and Solil by Jassph Downing in Barthelomew Close
nexr Wen Smithfield.  wyio. Beo, 17 leaves [unpoged] nnd
prs 358,

2 Grantham, 1§57, 1 vol 3vo, pp vfy,

1 have to thank Mr Street for kind attention 1o my in-
quiries, a0 that ft is & pain to weed thos to retost his harsh
wiards an Ward,

4 Rational Thenlogy, cte., vol. i g o4

19

elined to soften, or at least explain away, each
adjective. The uneventfulness outwardiy of
the * Life” accounts for the few facts given,
and so for a certain * vague ' element.  f Un-
critical* betrays, I fear, hasty reading; for
it 15 superabundant in its eriticism, albei
perchance not very careful or sifting in its
selection of points. Then as to its being
‘digressive,’ I for one am thankful, secing
that—as in De Quincey later—it is in the
digressions the best A are met with, No
one who will leisurely and with becoming
sympathy stady Ward's ¢ Life ' will regrer it
It is further to be remembered that the
Biographer left behind him an additional
Manuscript, wherein he discusses more {ully,
and with all his first enthosiasm of reverence,
the manifold Works of More!!  Desides
these, More has written a kind of Autobio-
graphy in the Prefatio Generalissima’ of
his * Opera Omnia’* (167g), and earlicr in his
‘Apology ' (1664), giving a © General Ac
count’ of the motif and purpose of his writ-
ings—the former as notable as Herbert of
Cherbury's for its supreme  self-estimate.
The * Biographin Britannica ' (1760}—those
noble old folios, matterful and painstaking,

sl

1 Principal Tulloch inadvertently seaves thot this b
wiih in the poseession of Fake Crossley, Feq. It icin the good
keeping of my bookish and schelarly friensd James Crossley,
Esq., F-5A, Manchester—ta whem 1 voeurre to frerate Fro-
faseor Mayor's appeal i Nates and Queries [* 20 Series, vl o5
Pk 148 5, theat hewill make this m= public, annomted hike his
Worthington's [FHory.  The peblished ' Life' apd this ms
should be mody acoepiable sdditfony to the viry valoahle sories
of 1he Chetbam Exchaty's books.
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