SERBIAN SONGS
AND POEMS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649760381

Serbian songs and poems by James W Wiles

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JAMES W WILES

SERBIAN SONGS
AND POEMS

ﬁTrieste






SERBIAN SONGS
~ AND POEMS:

CHORDS OF THE YUGOSLAV HARP

THANSLATED BY

J. W. WILES, M.A.

Englisk Lecturer in the Usiversing of Belgrade, Serbia

&7

Tl Pk

i

LONDON GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN LTD.
RUSKIN HOUSE 4o MUSEUM STREET, W.C, 1



A HUMBLE TRIBUTE TO
MY, sSEREBIAN COLLEAGUES
AND TO
MY PEASANT FRIENDS OF SERBIA;
TO ALL THOSE BRAVE AND CHILDLIEE S0ULS WHO
UNTD DEATH HAVE SUNG AND CHEERFULLY ENDURED
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PREFATORY NOTE

Trese poems, as I understand, and the reader
would suppose a priori, are traditional and national
in their character, resembling in this aspect the
delightful old folk-songs of England. They cxpress
the deep heart of a nation, through centuries of
tempest and travail. What, I think, strikes one most
of all is their amazing simplicity and directness—a
directness which on occasion is pungent. There is
humour too in many of these poems, and the thought,
as distinct from the expression, is often of a charm-
ingly imaginative quality. Consider, for instance,
the last lines of the poem entitled “ Love Before and
After Death,” This poem, too, presents a strange
contrast in its first and second halves of a realism
quite unaffected and (as some would perhaps have
it) crude, with a fantasy perfectly pictorial, How
distinctive the thought is at times, like nothing
that is English or Latin| Here and there too a
spirit of fatalism may be gaid to brood over a poem,
Oriental, reminiscent of history.

I imagine that the most competent eritic would
endorse the translator’s decision of retaining in
more than one poem the directness of speech, the
irregularity of form, without an attempt to refine
and embellish which might easily induce in the mind
an impression of trick or of artifice, The spirit is
more vital than the letter to us in these perilous
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8 PREFATORY NOTE

times—were it not indeed wvital in letters! Who-
soever will try his hand at imposing a more literary
and deliberate form on such a poem as that I have
referred to, called “ Love Before and After Death,”
will readily appreciate this. The clouds will soon
darken his atmosphere |

May it bring home more nearly to many than has
hitherto been possible in England, the heart of a
high-souled people, whose remoter historical past
will return on them once again in a greater and a
happier future !

Stern bulwark once against the Turk,
The crimson-hornéd Crescent's foe
Ere that fell field of Kossovo,

There greets thee soon o greater work :

Not thine [or all time foreign strife ;

The fuiure days are on the wiug:

Fair drive the western winds, that bring,
Dear Serbian land, the saner life—

Arize, but not from land nor sca,
That sleepest not where fyrants lie ;
Arise, resurgent from the sky,

The greater Serbia to be,

HAROLD P, COOKE, M.A.
ORFORD,
Fuly 1g17.
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