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PREFACE.

1 EV. Alban Butler thos writes of St. Francis
Solanuns, whose life is given in the following
pages :

HAn extraordinary humility, contempt of himsell,
of worldly vanity and spplavse, self-denial, obedi-
cnce, meekness, paticnce, love of silence, recollec-
lion and prayer, bolh mental and voeal, formed his
character.”

* His whole life,” says Alvarcz dc Paz, ‘* may
be regarded as a holy, uninterrupled course of zeal-
ous action ; yet it was at the same time a consiant
and most fervent prayer, abounding in heavenly
lights and consolations.”

The assertion of these two writers will be fully
demonstrated in the life of the great Saint and
Apostle of Pern. We will endeavor to show, im-
perfeclly though il may be, that Solanus was
specially chosen by divine Providence, whe watched
over, and direeted him, so that he entered the great
field of labor in the New World, We shall also see
how faithfully our Saint cooperated with the favors
and graces so abundantly showered upon him from
above, thereby reaping an abundant harvest for the
honor of God and for the salvalion of souls. We
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should learn from this to have unbounded confidence
in God, and to correspond faithfully with the gra-
ces bestowed.

We shall in this book follow St. Francis from his
birth to his death, sceing, as in a picture, his vir-
tnes, miracles and mission in the Chareh.

The anthor will consider himself amply rewarded
for the labor bestowed upon thiz work, if the won-
ders of (zod, as revealed in, and throngh his Saints,
shall be more widely epread; and if the clergy,
both secular and regular, especially those who labor
in the missionary ficld, are incited to persevers
fuithfully in. their glorions work, considering ibe
hardships endured by the first missionaries in the
New World.

THE AUTILOR.



CONTENTS.

CUAPTER, PAGE.

[.—Birth and Youth of 5t. Francis Solanna.........
II.—He enters the Order of S5t Franels.—His
Nﬁ?iliﬂ'l& ‘anl;l Pm!esniﬂnlll'Il'Irllllill‘ifflll‘fi"‘-l
ITI.—e Continucs his Stodiecs and iz Ordained

i" ieﬁtl-i-n-q Adbp by s e e n kS AR B FAEREE SR EENE

V.—Et. Francis Solanus ns Pricst and Superior......

¥.—He leaves Spain and becomes (he Apostle of
Peru, South AINETIeR. ouweimmensasie ssssesanssaanns

?I.—I.ﬂbll}l'ﬂ iﬂ Pm--l-l--r-r--l-i-----u-----r-- wnmmdabd Fhriniad

VIL—5i, Francls Solanos in Twoeuman, Chako,
PaTaT Y, BECL. vrerrsinnsrmasismiisrmsnia inestasiane ot

VIIT.—5t. Franeis Solanus in Paragnay, Uraguoay, ete.
[K =Tt Years i TUGUmAN. .o seeeemcwmssesscmrsnsnnas

K. —5t. Franels Solanaos leaves Tocnman, Lima and
Truxi]]-n“"‘i‘fflli'l irnandnsiraninnritdrerad FHEFEE A RIS i

XIL—Death of Bt Francle Solantms. cccssesssesnsasannacs

X IT.—Occurrences at the Death and Boarial of St
FERAGCH SOlanME . sanens psrins gassnsssns s menssiinnssss

XI11.—Miracles wrought at the Death and Burial of
# Bt Frooels Bolanos. ... PR ATty

XIV.—General Opluion Hegarding the Banclity of Si.
Frinalz Bolanne, .cccconiimin cummememn wonms areonens

EV.—Miracles wrought through the Intercession of
Bt Franoid Bolanug, after hie Deatli...........

XVI—Beatiflcation aod Canonlzation. v s sisnesss

14
17

b}

]

103

18
112



LIFE OF ST, FRANCIS SOLANUS.

CHAPTER L.
Birth and Youth of St. Francis Solanus.

Among the many Saints who adorned the Church
during the sizteenth and scventeenth centuries, a
conspieuons place should be given to St Francis
Solanus, He was born in Moatilla, Iriego County,
Andalusia, in the Diocese of Cordova, Spain, March
10th, 1549.

His father, Matthew Sanchez, and hiz mother,
Anna Ximenez{ of the renowned Ximenez family,
were both of noble extraction. They were well
known and highly honored, not only on account of
their noble birth, but still more for their virtue and
piety. The father of our Saint was so highly es-
teemed by his fellow-citizens that they frequently
appointed him head of the Supreme Court, as well
as Mayor of the city.

Anna Solanus was worthy to become the mother
of a Saint. She had a special devotion lo St. Fran-
cis of Assigi. Shortly before his birth, she recom-
mended herself and her offspring to the protection
of this great Saint. Therefore, with a joyous,
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grateful heart she welcomed the birth of her sonm,
the second of the three children with which our
Lord blessed her.

As proof of her pratitude, she desired him to be
named Franeis. His father willingly complied with
this request, and the infant was baptized on the day
of his birth, at St. James’ the parochial Chureh of
Montilla.

We generally see pious parents blesged with doti-
ful ehildren, while wngodly parents are continvally
complaining of the misdeeds of their little ones,
sceming to forget that the fault is very often all
their own. If they do not fear and obey ihe Lord,
how can they cxpeet their children to do so ?

After his baplism, the little I'vancis was taken to
his mother, who pressed him to her bosom, roceiving
him as a little angel, now that he had been purified
aod regeneraied in fthe watcrs of baptism, being
thereby cleansed from original sinf#ade & member
of the Church of God, and an heir of heaven. She
had loved him before as her son, but now =iill more
as a child of God. Most tenderly did she wateh
over her beloved one, awailing the earliest dawn of
reason to implant in his young mind the funda-
mental truths of our holy religion,

The teachings and example of such a mother pro-
duced & most froitful harvest. The young Francis
soon proved by his whole conduct that althongh in
the world, **he was not of it ;" that a high and noble
destiny awaited him, since he was one day to be en-
rolled among the Saints who adorn the Church.



