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INTRODUCTION.

This work is, as its title indicates, » mannal of mili-
tary telegraphy, and is intended merely to farnish to
officers of the United States Army such iuformation as
will enable them to establish and maintain telegraphie
communication between forees in the field or points cov-
ered by military operations, as between the center and
winga of an army, or an army and its base of operations,
including, of course, intermediate points in either case.

The Morse or American system of telegraphy is the one
proposed, and no attention is paid to others, Two kinds
of lines are deseribed, but they differ merely in weight
and size of material and equipment: one intended for
continned nse upon fized routes, being the ordinary
American line, and herein called permanent, and the
other intended for use with moving colomns, being
composed of lighter materials, more simply equipped,
portable, eapable of being rapidly erected and as rapidly
taken down, and provided with means of transportation,
and a drilled force to handle it, denominated field-linea

Sufficient elementary information is given to enable
the student to understand the principles which underlie
the work he has to perform, withont attempting a scien-
tifie treatise, and technicalities have been avoided as
far as seemed practicable. Reference is made to works
on electrics and telegraphy for information of a character
too purely seientific to be embraced in this .manunal,
chiefly to the Modern Practice of Telegraphy, by F. L.
Pope, esq.



4 INTRODUCTION,

The two varieties of lines are treated of separately,
and esch in the same manner : materials of line, method
of preparation, tools for and method of erection, equip-
ment, method of working, and, in case of field-lines,
drill of the force.

The compiler is indebted to the courtesy of Messra,
D. Van Nostrand and L., G, Tillotson for many of the
illustrations.
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PERMANENT LINES.







