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i OULD that our lerapilous fires had dared to leave
Lefs feanty meafure of thole graceful rites
And pfages, whole due return Inviies
A ftir of mind too natural to deceive,
Giving the memory help when (he woald weave
A crown for hope ™

WoRrnswWoRTH.

HEN the Creator fir gazed upon the teeming earth, inftinét’

ith anime] and vegetable life jufk fprunginto being at Hisword,| 4 /'

nd pronounced it to be “very good,” we cannot bus believe that! |
all which lay before His {earching cye, from the greateft of His works to!
the minuteft fibre of the lowly mefs or lichen, was formed For fome ap-.
pointed purpofe and ufe. From the adaptation of each and every part of]
all that God had made to fuch a purpofe, it is but reafonable of us
infer, that the material world was not only intended to fupply the phyficall







wants of the nobleft and alene rational of His creatures—Man, but alfo as |

& medium to convey to him infiraétive and (pirituel leffons.  And when!
after the Fall the procefs of vegetation continoed, and the promile wa
given ta Noah, that, “while the earth remained, feed-time and harve

cold snd heat, fummer and winter, day and night, thould not ccale,” we |{25
may imagine that the fame purpofe which caufed the Almighty to Flue| V7
His bow in the clouds for a fign, incited alfo the gracious promile of
recurring feafons and vegetation, not merely for the ufe of man, as pleafant

to the cye and good for food, but alfo friélly for the fake of man for his
infreftion and education ; as the thorns which the ground brought forth!

| a3 the punifhment of his fin, and which his innocency needed not, were

4 exprefily declared to be for his fake.

Eternal Son became inearnate 2ad tock our nature upsn Him, we
frequently find Him drawing His lcffons from many a paflage of (3
uly Jife, from many a fair (cene of earth. Alike the lilies of the field, and
what, perhaps, we mi.fl:: pafs by unnoticed—che grafs, “which to-day 8
is and to-morrow will be caft into the oven—the tares,—the reed |2
fhaken by the wind, afforded Him objeéts by which to lead men's hearts [l
to deeper and holier realitics, "“'ff'

MN]) after that His Church was founded and fpread throughont the |

GAIN, when the promifed redemption drew nigh, and the ,%

world, the fame fyitem of teaching by means of outward fymbols »
appears to have exifted, and to have been held in high eflimation 4y b
-judiced forefathers, Everything that could carry back the (%
ni sreat Saerifice which Calvary wirnetied found a place in their
facred fanes. The myftic fgns—the Crofs above the holy Altar—taught
them, as they came to offer that commemorative facrifice of the one i3
atonement for fin once offered, to mule on that time when Jefus, Prie
M and Victim, hung upon the crofs.  The trefoils and quatrefoils in their!
windows (poke to them of the Unity in Trinity : the lights brightly;]

M burning on the holy table, told them of the twin natre of Him whoi
came to be the Light of the world, In their fimple piery, each part and |
rtion of the edifice fymbolifed fome haly leflon, or was moulded to |#§

ofme an unobtrufive teacher of the prace of God. Nor was there







in Hic honour and glur_\'1 the unfullied works of His hands,—in the_fs:-rn
of the ficld ; for, fays Bingham, book viil. chip, 9, * There was one way
of adarning churches, which I hould not have thought worth mentioning, i
bur for it innocency and patural fimplicity,—that is, the cultom or |8
garnifhing and decking them with flowers and branches, which was not ]
done at any cortain time for any prun:ndn:n! mI\'ﬂcry. but nn!l\' to make B
them more decent and fit for a body of men to meet in. 5, Auflin takes |8
notice of the cuftom, (peaking of ane who carried away with him {ome

I flowers from off the altar.  And Paulinus, in his poetical way, refers to it
likewife. But 8, Jerome does it the greatelt honour, to give it a P]ltc in
his panegyric upon his friend Napotian, making ita part of his com-
mendable charaéler that he took care to huve cﬁ'cr}-lhing neat and clean
about the church,—the altar bright, the walls whited, the pavement
fwept, the gates veiled, the veltry clean, and the veffels fhining; and o
far did his piows {olicitude about thefe matters extend, that he made

¥ fowoers, and leaver, and bravcher of trees contribute to the 1'1:.1'.itll' and
ormament of the churches” And warthy George Herbert remarks,—
“The country parfon takes orders that the church be wt great feftivals

. 4] UCH primirtive cuftoms having prevailed, it is not extraordinar,

Bl that many Aowers derived their names from different {aints and

= holy men, cither from their blooming about the time of the fealt
with which they are aflociated, or from their habitual ufe in decorationsupon
particular days, Thus, among many others, we have the Lent Lily, now i
Daffodil; the Rogation Flower; the herb Trinity, now Viola Tricolor; the
Chriftmas Rofe ; the Marygold ; St John's Waort; and the Michaclmas|
Daify. And thus, in the Eaffer Carali by the Rev. J. Neile, in imitation |
of the general tone of ancient carols—though they bear referance to Sainus]
which our Church does not commemorate, but which {1l illuftrates the
principle,—we have

4 The world itfell keeps Eafler-day:
saint Jofeph's flar is beaming,
Saint Alice has her primrofe gay,
Sainl Georpe's |K!JL\ are pleaming, —
Alleluin! Alleluia!
i n, an all things tell,
ians, fee yo rife an well,—

Alleluia | Allelub "




