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PREFACE.

A

HE definition of history — ¢ philo-
= sophy teaching by example,” is much
A= A more correctly applied to the history

» of a life, or procrarHY, than to a
i general narrative, in which cvenés are neces-
sarily more the objects of description than
character. And youth, who seem guided in
their pursuit of reading by a sort of instinet,
which directs them to that by which they receive
the most distinct ideas and vivid impressions, uni-
versally prefer biography. They not only like to
hear how the great and wise thought and acted, in
connection with public events, but to understand
something of the private life and personal history
of those who fill a large place in the annals of the
world.
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1v PREFACE.

The life of Franklin, here presented, has been
written with three leading objects: to bring forward
important passages in his life, not usually introduced
in abridgements, to give the juvenile reader the
benefit of his good example, and to connect, as
cause and effect, the errors in his life, which Frank-
lin himself ingenuously acknowledges, with the con-
sequences of those errors. 'We have not presented
him as a perfect model for imitation, for such a
model is to be found in no human being.

Free use has been made of the autobiography left
by himself, and of the continuation of his life by
Sparks, Stuber, and others. It is believed, that
while much that is interesting has been necessarily
omitted for want of space, this little work contains
the most essential facts in his life, and is the most
complete abridged biography of Benjamin Franklin
that has ever been published.

PuiLaperenia, April, 1846.
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