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PREFACE.

Both for its historical and linguistic merits, the docu-
ment which is presented in this volume is one of
the most important in aboriginal American Literature,
Written by a native who had grown te adult years before
the whites penetrated to his ancestral home, himself a
member of the ruling family of one of the most civilized
nations of the continent and intimately acquainted with
its traditions, his work displays the language in its
pure eriginal form, and also preserves the tribal history
and a part of the mythology, as they were current before
they were in the least affected by European influences,

The translation T offer is directly from the original
text, and I am responsible for its ervors; but T wish to
acknowledpe my constant obligations to the manuscript
version of the late Abbe Brasseur (de Bourbourg), the
distinguished Americanist.  Without the assistance ob-
tained from it, I should not have attempted the task; and
though I differ frequently from his renderings, this is no
more than he himsell would have done, as in his later
years he spoke of his version as in many passages faulty.

For the grammmar of the language, T have depended
on the anonympus grammar which [ edited for the
Aumerican Philosophical Socicty in 1884, copies of which,

ir
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reprinted scparately, can be obtained by any one who
wishes to study the tongue thoroughly,  For the signifi-
cance of the wards, my usual authoritics are the lexicon
of WVarca, an anonymous dictionary of the 17th century,
and the large and excellent Spanish-Cakchiguel work of
Coto, all of which are in the library of the American
Philosophical Socicty. They are all in MS., but the
vocabulary I add may be supplemented with that of
Ximenes, printed by the Abbé Brasscur, at aris, in 186z,
and between them most of the radicals will be found.

As my object in all the volumes of this scries is to
furnish materials for study, rather than to offer finished
studies themselves, 1 have steadily resisted the strong
temptation to expand the notes and intraductory matter,
They have been limited to what seemed essentially
necessary to defining the nature of the work, discussing
its date and avthorship, and introducing the people to
whom it refers,
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