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PREFACE.

To be able, with facility and precision, to express our
thoughts corvectly, and in our owen wordy, is an sdvantage
aoquired, in & grest meAsmre, from the stody of Gramuas ;
and, in order to show the great importance of this braneh of
education, it is manifest, that na there is nothing more essen-
tial than the fmowdsdgs, 20 there ig nothing more disgraceful
than the ignoroncs of it. All practicsl teachers are fully
awsre of the importence of this sclence, and many, to sopply
the desideratum of necessary information on the enbject
have imued elementary trestises with the view of facilitating
its acqnirement. Notwithstanding this mase of grammatical
works, how is it thaf 20 many of the rising generation are
either entirely ignorant of the prineiples of English (Zrammer,
or have derived but little practice]l benefit from ite stodyt
Wa know not how to recount for this defect, beyond the fact
that many of the books of this part of Envcarrion are so
complex and oberwrs ns to make the study of grammar diffienlt
and distasteful. The prammars of Lennie, Sheridan, Allen
and Cornwall, Hiley, Muarray, Turner, Geoodwin, and others,
contain excellent information, and may be read and studied
with great advantage ; and the author of the following pages
takes this opportunity to acknowledge how much he iz ine
debted to these writora for valonble suggestions, from the
perusal of theic works: but, se a practioal teacher, he
imagines that, in every one of these grammars, thers seems
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to be something wanting, either in the arrangement or
explanation ; and this will secount for the presumption on
his part, in adding & new English grammar to the growing
heap of scholastic volumes ; hoping, by aveoiding the shoals
that others bave struck against, that he may pilot, with
eafety, the tyro throngh the study of his own language.

It capnot be supposed that English grammars can differ
materially in matber ; porhaps all that can be said re-
epecting our language may be found in some grammar or
-another, The suthor has merely tmacked cut & new arrange-
mant of the principles of grammar ; and, by endeavouring to
be as brief as he can in his compilation, hopes mot to be
found defective in giving ali that is necessary in an ele-
mentary wock.

The principal subjects of the following pages are printed
in LaRGE TYPE and mey be committed to memory by the
lower form of stndenta ; and the sMater® TYe can be read
in the class after the lesen has been Tepeated. The OnsEn-
YATIONS, printed in deuble colnmns, must be read attentively
by the students of a higher class, and committed to memory
when the teacher thinks proper, in order to answer the
questions given at the end of tha work, which are prepared
to correspond with the grammar. The orthographical ex-
ercises and parsing lessons, in the Appendix, will be con-
gidered, by every practical teachar, as & very nseful addition
to fix in the mind of the pupil the rules previcusly studied
or cansulted.

W D E.
Br. Magt's, Ricewexn, Jonuary, 1858,
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