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PRETACE.

HE great spirit which in the present
age prevails for agricultural improve-
ments ; for ornamenting citics and towns ;
the growing prosperity and Increasing
wealth and population of this country ; its
extended commerce and flourishing manu-
factures; are circumstances (among others)
which have rendered applications to Par-
liament for Private Bills, so frequently ne-
cessary, that it 1s rather singular, the prac-
tical forms and method .of proceedings to
be obscrved in order toobtain private Acts
of Parliament, have not been colleéted and
published for the use of the Gentlemen of
the Law ; and more particularly so, as the
prattical proceedings of almost all the
Courts of Law and Equity, have for a se-
ries of years constantly occupied the atten-

a3 Lions



vi PREFACE.

tions and engaged the pens of various Gen-
tlemen, whose united and successive la-
bours have met with an uniformly fuvour-
able reception from the Profession.  What
has occasioned this deficiency, it 1s not the
intention or object of the Compiler to -
vestigate 3 but he 15 induced to hope that
Ins endeavours to supply it, will not be

considered altogether as an uscless attempt.

For the better regulating, and for the
sake of uniformity in,the proceedings upon
Private Bills, cach House of Parliament
has made certain Standing Orders, which
are cxpected to be striétly adhered to on
all accasions, unless a good and sufficient
reason can be given why the observance of
themn should be dispensed with., The wis-
dom and justice of Parhament, in adopting
these rules, and in requiring this striét ad-
herence, will be readily admitted, when it
is considered what scrious inconveniences
were felt by individuals, before public no-
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PREFACE. Vi

ticeswererequired to be given in thecountry,
of intended applications to Parliament for
Bills to inclose and drain lands, and to
make canals, &c. At that time of day it
too often happened, that persons residing
at a distance from their estates, verc put to
great expence for an inclosure, or had their
lands cut through by a canal, almost with-
out any notice at all, or at least with too
little to afford them an opportunity of con-
sidering the proposition maturely, and of
laying their observations upon such Bills
before Parliament with cffect : But now, a
previous notice being required to be given,
persons interested, may at their leisure exa-
mine into the propricty of, and the advan-
tages to be derived from such Bills, and
preparc themselves to offer objections or

amendments, as occasions may requirc’.

* See the Report made on the 15th November 1775, from
the Committee appointed to take into consideration the Stand.
ing Orders of the House of Commons relating to Private Bills,
35 vol, Com. Journ. 443. E
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It is the design of the Compiler to collect
these Standing Orders, and to peint out
the forms to be obscrved previous to the
introduétion of, and durmng the pendency
of, certain Private Bills in either House, in
order to obtain a private Act of Parlia-

ment.

The plan adopted in the execution of
this design, is to divide the whole into
Chapters, one of which 1s assigned to each
Bill; and every Chapter, where it i1s ne-
cessary, is subdivided into distinét heads ;
and the Standing Orders of either House,
that have been made from time to time,
to the close of the year 1821, are metho-
dically placed in that Chapter, under the
different heads to which they are immedi-
ately applicable ; and a colle¢tion of Pre-
cedents in general use, arve svstematically
arranged in an Appendix. In colleéling
and arranging lis subject matter, utility
lias been the principal aim of the Compiler,

know-
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knowing that by attending to that point, he
should best answer the purposes of Profes-
sional Gentlemen, for whose use the Work
is chiefly designed. With this view, he
has occasionally referred to Acts of Parlia-
ment, cases decided in the Courts of Law,
on questions that have arisen out of Private
Bills, and to books from which further in-
formation on cach particular subje¢t may
be obtained. Besides the Standing Orders
peculiar to particular Private Bills (to cach
of which a particular Chapter is assigned),
there are General Standing Orders affoc-
mg all Private Bills, as well those that
have peculiar orders, as those that have not.
To avoid the frequent repetition of the
same matter, these General Standing Or-
ders are enumerated m an Introductory
Chapter, to which the Reader 1s requested
to refer, on perusmg the subsequent Chap-
~ters. ‘I’he enumeration of these General
Orders will be attended with practical re-
marks, by the help of which, the knowledge

of



